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US troops withdrawing from Syria 


By John Vandiver 
AND Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump has begun withdrawing U.S. forces 
from Syria, the White House announced 
Wednesday, declaring victory over Islamic 
State fighters in the country despite ongo¬ 
ing skirmishes and concerns from others 
in Washington that the terrorist group 


might mount a comeback. 

“Five years ago, ISIS was a very power¬ 
ful and dangerous force in the Middle East, 
and now the United States has defeated the 
territorial caliphate,” White House press 
secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
in a statement. “We have started returning 
troops home as we transition to the next 
phase of this campaign.” 

However, Dana White, the Pentagon’s 
top spokeswoman, said Wednesday in a 


statement that all territory once held by 
ISIS in Iraq and Syria has been liberated, 
though “the campaign against ISIS is not 
over.” She declined further discussion of 
the mission, citing “protection and opera¬ 
tional security reasons.” 

Officials at the Pentagon have spent 
recent days trying to convince Trump to 
leave at least some troops in the eastern 
portion of Syria where they have been 
SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 4 
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U.S. Marines board an 
MV-22 Osprey on their way 
to a site near At-Tanf Garrison, 
Syria, in September. 


Temporary computer network outage hits US military in South Korea 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The U.S. mili¬ 
tary was hit recently by a computer network 
outage in South Korea, but the problem has 
largely been resolved, a spokesman said 
Wednesday. No cause was given. 

The temporary outage occurred in what 


the military calls Area I and Area II, which 
includes Seoul and areas close to the border 
with North Korea. 

“Technicians from the 1st Signal Brigade 
began immediate restorative action and the 
network is currently at 90 percent,” Yongsan 
Garrison spokesman Wes Hayes told Stars 
and Stripes. “Due to the sensitive nature of 
the network and to maintain cyber security. 


no further information can be provided.” 

The military communications brigade 
works to support the ability of US. Forces 
Korea and other commands on the divided 
peninsula “to lead, direct and maneuver 
available forces during armistice, crisis or 
war,” Hayes said. 

SEE OUTAGE ON PAGE 2 


The temporary outage 
occurred in what the 
military calls Area I and 
Area II, which includes 
Seoul and areas close 
to the border with 
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How do Army snipers 
find new ghiliie suit? 



Michel SAURET/Courtesy of the U.S. Army Reserve 


Sgt. Ian RiveraTAponte, a U.S. Army Reserve sniper and infantryman with the 
Honolulu-based 100th Infantry Battalion, poses for a promotionai photo shoot for 
Army Reserve recruiting at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., in July. 


By Will Morris 

Stars and Stripes 

A group of Army snipers are finally get¬ 
ting their eyes and hands on prototypes of 
the Army’s new ghiliie suit in “bench tests” 
at Eglin Air Force Base in Florida. 

As part of the evaluation exercise, some 
snipers wore models of the proposed Im¬ 
proved Ghiliie System, or IGS, and con¬ 
cealed themselves in forest and arid 
settings. The other snipers tried to spot 
them from distances as far away as about 
655 feet and as close as about 33 feet. 

Staff Sgt. Ricky Labistre, a tester and 
sniper section team leader with 1st Battal¬ 
ion, 160th Infantry Regiment of the Cali¬ 
fornia National Guard, said ghiliie suits 
improve a sniper’s ability to remain cam¬ 
ouflaged and concealed. 

“Anytime we can improve our surviv¬ 
ability, it is very welcomed,” Labistre said 
in an Army statement. 

The evaluation took place for three days 
in November. The Army plans to buy about 
3,500 ghiliie suits to outfit the approxi¬ 
mately 3,300 snipers in the service, the 
statement said. 

The Army is set to replace the current 


Flame Resistant Ghiliie System, which all 
snipers are currently issued — but rarely 
use operationally — with the IGS, which 
is simpler and more modular, Program 
Executive Office Soldier officials said in a 
statement. 

“The current kit is thick and heavy and 
comes with a lot of pieces that aren’t used,” 
said Mgj. WaiWah Ellison, assistant prod¬ 
uct manager for durable goods. “Soldiers 
are creating ghiliie suits with their own 
materials to match their personal prefer¬ 
ence. We want to make the IGS simpler 
and modular so the snipers will use what is 
issued to them instead of relying on outside 
resources.” 

Often ghiliie suits are made of camou¬ 
flage uniforms reinforced with canvas and 
pieces of rain gear sewn and glued in for 
reinforcement, with burlap copiously at¬ 
tached all over the suit. 

Snipers, except for those fighting in 
urban terrain, traditionally spend much of 
their shooting time in a “creep,” pursuing 
a target in the prone position. A soldier’s 
creation of his first ghiliie suit is seen as a 
rite of passage into the sniper community. 

If the suits in the evaluation pass the 
Army’s requirements, they will go on to 


the limited user evaluation phase, Ellison 
said. 

“Whichever system passes this bench- 
top testing, the Army will purchase a lim¬ 
ited amount and send them to units to use 
for training and even operational purposes 
overseas,” he said. “The units that receive 


these will provide feedback through sur¬ 
veys and other methods that provide quan¬ 
tifiable data that helps us choose the user’s 
preference.” 

morris.william@stripes.com 
Twitter; @wiliatstripes 


Outage: Military network said to have been fully offline for about 6 days 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

He declined to comment on the 
cause or provide more information 
due to security concerns. 

A person familiar with the situ¬ 
ation, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because of the sensi¬ 
tivity of the issue, said the net¬ 


work went down about two weeks 
ago and was fully offline for about 
six days before it was mostly re¬ 
stored. The timing could not be 
confirmed. 

The outage comes as fears 
about the ability of hackers to 
breach U.S. systems are high. 


Last week. National Security 
Agency official Rob Joyce was 
quoted as saying that Chinese cy¬ 
beractivity targeting critical in¬ 
frastructure in the United States 
has risen in recent months. The 
Wall Street Journal also report¬ 
ed Friday that Chinese hackers 


have breached Navy contractors 
to steal missile plans and other 
information. 

North Korean hackers also 
breached the South Korean 
military’s computer network in 
2016, stealing several classified 
documents, including jointly de¬ 


veloped U.S.-South Korean war¬ 
time operational plans, officials 
in Seoul have said. 

China and North Korea have 
denied responsibility for cyberat¬ 
tacks on foreign countries. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamei 
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State Department backs Turkey missile sale 


By Tony Capaccio and Nick Wadhams 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. State De¬ 
partment has notified Congress of a pro¬ 
posal to sell the Patriot air and missile 
defense system to Turkey, a move that sig¬ 
nals a key breakthrough with a NATO ally 
that had been inching closer to Russia. 

The potential $3.5 billion deal for the 
system, which is manufactured by Raythe¬ 
on Co. and Lockheed Martin Corp., would 
help bolster Turkey as it confronts insta¬ 
bility in the region, according to a state¬ 
ment by the Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency posted on Tuesday. 

“This proposed sale will contribute to 
the foreign policy and national security of 


the United States by improving the secu¬ 
rity of a key NATO Ally on the front lines 
of the fight against terrorism,” according 
to the statement. 

Tensions between the U.S. and Turkey 
have been heightened in the past few years 
as the government of President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan turned more authoritarian 
and the two allies disagreed over U.S. sup¬ 
port for Kurdish militias in Syria. In recent 
days, Erdogan threatened to send his forces 
in Syria toward Kurdish-held areas where 
U.S. troops are operating, raising the pros¬ 
pect of a battlefield confrontation between 
NATO’s two biggest armed forces. 

Trump administration officials seeking 
better relations were stymied by a dis¬ 


agreement that threatened to turn into a 
crisis: Turkey’s intention to purchase an 
advanced Russian anti-aircraft missile 
system, the S-400 Triumph. 

Speaking to reporters in Washington last 
month, Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu said his country had wanted to 
buy Patriot missiles but was never able to 
get a commitment from Washington. He 
said there was no going back on the S-400 
deal with Moscow but left the door open to 
buying U.S. hardware in the future. 

“It’s a big deal, because only a few 
months ago, analysts were predicting all 
doom and the end of nearly seven-decades- 
old US.-Turkey relationship,” said Soner 
Captagay, the director of the Turkish re¬ 


search program at the Washington Insti¬ 
tute for Near East Policy. With the Trump 
administration “agreeing to share some of 
its most sensitive technology to Ankara, 
this suggests a new phase in US.-Turkish 
ties, one driven by a new rapport between 
Presidents Erdogan and Trump, and aided 
by bureaucracies in both countries deter¬ 
mined not to let the US.-Turkish relation¬ 
ship collapse,” Capagay said. 

The proposed deal, which must be ap¬ 
proved by Congress, includes up to 140 
Patriot missiles, radar and ground control 
stations. Congress has 15 days to review 
the proposed sale under streamlined pro¬ 
cedures the State Department has in place 
for NATO allies. 



A Lone Sailor statue stands watch at the Ricardo J. Bordallo Governor’s Complex in Hagatna, Guam. 

Lone Sailor statue unveiled on Guam 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

The 16th Lone Sailor statue, unveiled this month 
on Guam, embodies a special relationship between 
the island, Vietnamese-Americans and the Navy 
and its sister services, according to the CEO of the 
U.S. Navy Memorial. 

Overlooking the Pacific Ocean at the Ricardo J. 
Bordallo Governor’s Complex in Hagatna, the statue 
is the farthest west of a series of Lone Sailor statues 
erected across the country by the nonprofit memo¬ 
rial organization. 

The Guam statue recalls the Navy’s role in evacu¬ 
ating thousands of refugees who fled South Vietnam 
as the country fell to the North Vietnamese army at 
the end of the Vietnam War. The island was a safe 
harbor for those refugees, many of whom settled in 
the United States. 

“This is where they came through, 111,000 of 
them,” said retired Rear Adm. Frank Thorp, presi¬ 
dent and CEO of the U.S. Navy Memorial, at the dedi¬ 
cation ceremony. “The Lone Sailor will stand proudly 
and will represent for those people every man and 
woman who has served in the Navy, who serves in the 
Navy today or who will serve in the future.” 

Guam’s Lone Sailor is the newest addition at the 
governor’s complex, known as Adelup Point, near the 
Guam Seal. The statue is surrounded by 19 benches 


representing each village in the U.S. territory. 

“This Lone Sailor will stand the watch at Adelup,” 
according to a statement from Rear Adm. Shoshana 
Chatfield, Joint Region Marianas commander. “[It] 
looks out to that very important point where the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean meets the Philippine Sea, where great 
battles were generated, and great victories won on 
behalf of freedom; and the free and open Indo-Pacif- 
ic that we cherish has its defense here on Guam.” 

The first Lone Sailor statue, the work of sculp¬ 
tor Stanley Bleifeld, was dedicated in October 1987 
along with the Navy Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

The Navy Memorial Statue City Program began 
in 1997 with a copy of the Lone Sailor placed at Re¬ 
cruit Training Command in Great Lakes, Ill., ac¬ 
cording to the U.S. Navy Memorial website. 

The most recent statue — before Saturday’s dedi¬ 
cation in Guam — was placed in October 2017 at 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. It overlooks the USS Arizona 
Memorial. 

“Standing 7V2 feet tall, the Lone Sailor has a sea 
bag by his side — representing the fact that sailors 
are global citizens, always ready, anytime, anywhere, 
to protect America’s interests,” Adm. Harry Harris, 
head of U.S. Pacific Command, said during a dinner 
for the Lone Sailor statue dedication in Hawaii. 

lopez.christian@stripes7com 

Twitter: (I>CLopez_Stripes 


Former Pentagon 
official’s business ties 
to Amazon scrutinized 


By Aaron Gregg 

The Washington Post 

A Silicon Valley start-up found¬ 
er helped guide the U.S. military’s 
cloud computing efforts as a Pen¬ 
tagon employee for more than a 
year, even though he had previ¬ 
ously worked for Amazon’s cloud 
computing division, widely seen 
as a front-runner for a pending $10 
bilhon cloud contract coveted by 
four of America’s biggest technol¬ 
ogy companies, computing giant 
Oracle alleged in a recent lawsuit. 

Oracle alleged in the suit that 
the start-up founder, a man 
named Deap Ubhi, had been en¬ 
gaged in business discussions 
with Amazon while he was still 
employed at the Pentagon. He left 
the government late last year and 
rejoined Amazon. 

The possibihty that Ubhi was bi¬ 
ased toward Amazon as he helped 
plan high-stakes military procure¬ 
ments has put him at the center of 
a protracted legal battle involving 
the Defense Department, Amazon 
and Oracle. According to court 
documents he had been engaged 
in early planning and market re¬ 
search for what is known as the 
Joint Enterprise Defense Infra¬ 
structure, or “JEDI,” which is 
designed as a departmentwide 
cloud computing infrastructure 
for the U.S. military. Oracle, the 
Redwood, Calif-based software 
giant, has filed a lawsuit to block 
the contract award pending fur¬ 
ther investigation, arguing Ubhi’s 
involvement has skewed the pro¬ 
cess in Amazon’s favor. 

While Ubhi worked for the 
Defense Department, he openly 
praised Amazon on Twitter. He 
also cheered the growth of Table- 
Hero, the Silicon Valley-based 
reservation-booking start-up he 
founded in 2015. 

“Once an Amazonian, always an 
Amazonian. Proud today. Thank 
you, @JeffBezos,” he tweeted on 
Jan. 30, 2017, referencing a news 
article noting that Bezos had 
pledged to fight President Donald 
Trump’s immigration ban. 

Ubhi did not respond to calls 
and emails Monday. In response 


to a list of questions, an Amazon 
Web Services spokesman said 
“in both his previous and current 
capacity, Deap has worked on the 
AWS Commercial team and has 
never supported the AWS Pubhc 
Sector organization,” while also 
noting that the company does not 
comment on pending litigation. An 
AWS spokesman did not respond 
to multiple requests to make Ubhi 
available for an interview. 

Heather Babb, a Defense De¬ 
partment spokeswoman, declined 
to comment on personnel matters 
because of pending litigation but 
defended the Defense Depart¬ 
ment’s handling of the cloud 
procurement. 

“From the beginning, the en¬ 
terprise cloud initiative has been 
open, transparent and full,” Babb 
wrote in an email. “The JEDI 
Cloud final request for propos¬ 
als reflects the unique and criti¬ 
cal needs of DOD, employing 
the best practices of competitive 
pricing and security and is not 
designed around any particular 
cloud service.” 

The contract has a ceiling of 
$10 billion over a decade, and is 
expected to confer upon the win¬ 
ner a strong foothold for other op¬ 
portunities as military agencies 
use it as a springboard for new 
artificial intelligence applica¬ 
tions. The broader cloud adoption 
and AI capabilities it is meant to 
support are seen as important to 
the Pentagon’s ability to compete 
with Russia and China for mili¬ 
tary dominance. 

Representatives from IBM, 
Microsoft, Amazon Web Services 
and Oracle confirmed that their 
respective companies submitted 
bids by the Oct. 12 deadline. An 
award is expected in April 2019. 

From the moment of its public 
unveiling, the JEDI procurement 
has been dogged by assertions 
that it is biased in favor of Ama¬ 
zon Web Services. The online re¬ 
tail giant’s cloud computing unit 
is widely viewed as a front-runner 
because it has years of experi¬ 
ence handling classified data for 
the CIA, part of an earlier $600 
million contract. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 
Syria: Pentagon warns of instability 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

supporting a mostly Kurdish militia, 
which has been fighting ISIS since 2014, a 
defense official said Wednesday. The offi¬ 
cial, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
warned at least some fighting continued 
in the area, and a rapid, full withdrawal of 
troops could hurt the progress of the U.S.- 
backed Syrian Democratic Forces. 

“There’s still fighting. There’s still ISIS 
fighters on the ground fighting hard,” the 
official said, pointing out that US. and 
anti-ISIS coalition forces have conducted 
airstrikes against ISIS targets in Syria’s 
Middle Euphrates Valley as recently as 
Monday. 

The coalition reported Wednesday that 
it conducted more than 200 strikes against 
ISIS in Syria last week. 

Neither Sanders nor White indicated 
whether all 2,000 US. troops would be re¬ 
moved from Syria or what the next phase 
of the mission would be. However, the de¬ 
fense official said the White House planned 
to remove all American troops from the 
fight, confirming reporting by multiple 
news organizations including Reuters and 
the Wall Street Journal. It was not clear 
how quickly they would be removed, the 
official added. 

A Trump tweet Wednesday seemed to 
confirm that he intended a complete pull¬ 
out. “We have defeated ISIS in Syria, my 
only reason for being there during the 
Trump Presidency,” Trump tweeted. 

The decision was likely to be welcomed 
by NATO ally Turkey, but also casts uncer¬ 
tainty over the fate of U.S.-backed Kurdish 
troops in the region. 

Syria and its allies Russia and Iran have 


repeatedly denounced the U.S. military 
presence as illegal because it was under¬ 
taken without permission from the govern¬ 
ment in Damascus. 

Trump has said he wants to pull U.S. 
troops out of Syria at some point and the 
country was not a place where U.S. forces 
would be permanently camped. 

However, his own top military and na¬ 
tional security advisers have long indicated 
the United States would have to maintain 
troops in eastern Syria to ensure the region 
was stable enough to thwart an attempted 
reconstitution of ISIS after its defeat. 

In the last three weeks. Marine Gen. Jo¬ 
seph Dunford, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, national security adviser 
John Bolton and Brett McGurk, the U.S. 
special envoy to the counter-ISIS cam¬ 
paign, have insisted publicly much work 
was left to be done by U.S. troops in Syria. 

For example, Dunford said on Dec. 6 
that U.S. troops completed only about 20 
percent of their mission to train 35,000 to 
40,000 local forces to provide security in 
areas cleared of ISIS. 

“I’m not at all complacent about the 
work that remains to be done,” Dunford 
said at the time. “... I would say we’re well 
along in clearing ISIS from the ground that 
they’ve held in Syria, and we still have a lot 
of work to do in terms of the stabilization 
phase.” 

McGurk told reporters on Dec. 11 at the 
State Department that the stabilization ef¬ 
fort would likely take years. 

“It would be reckless if we were just to 
say, ‘Well, the physical caliphate is defeat¬ 
ed, so we can just leave now,’ ” he said. “I 
think anyone who’s looked at a conflict like 
this would agree with that.” 


Members of Trump’s own political party 
railed against the decision in the hours 
after it was reported. 

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., told report¬ 
ers that the advisers who helped Trump 
make the decision to withdraw troops from 
Syria have done a “great disservice” to the 
country. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., a member 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
called Trump’s plan “a huge Obama-like 
mistake,” likening it to the former presi¬ 
dent’s withdrawal of U.S. servicemembers 
from Iraq in December 2011, which has 
been blamed in part for the rise of ISIS. 

“A decision to withdraw will also be 
viewed as a boost to ISIS’ desire to come 
back,” Graham wrote on Twitter, adding it 
also puts “our allies, the Kurds at risk.” 

However, Sanders indicated the work 
was largely done for troops on the ground. 

At least one Republican applauded 
Trump’s decision. 

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky, wrote on Twitter 
that he was “happy to see a President who 
can declare victory and bring our troops 
out of a war. It’s been a long time since that 
has happened.” 

The pullout comes as Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said he intends to 
launch an offensive against the Kurdish 
forces in Syria’s north. Such an offensive 
would risk bringing U.S. troops into con¬ 
flict with the Turkish military. 

Prior to White’s statement in response to 
reports of the pullout, the Pentagon issued 
a short statement earlier Wednesday that 
troops continue to work with their partners 
in Syria. 

U.S. troops in northern Syria has been a 
source of great tension with Turkey. 

Ankara has long regarded Washington’s 
Kurdish partners as terrorists and the main 
threat to Turkey. While the United States 
has drawn a distinction between its Kurd¬ 


ish partners and the Kurdistan Workers 
Party, a U.S.-designated terrorist group, 
Turkey has remained unpersuaded. 

U.S. Special Representative for Syria 
James Jeffrey, speaking at an Atlantic 
Council event in Washington on Monday, 
said the aim of the U.S. partnership with 
Kurdish Syrian Defense Forces was con¬ 
nected to the battle against ISIS. 

The United States isn’t interested in 
helping the Kurds carve out autonomous 
territory, he said. 

“That is not the policy of this adminis¬ 
tration and has not been the policy of other 
administrations,” Jeffrey said. 

Sanders also said Tuesday that Trump 
was willing to consider the possible ex¬ 
tradition of U.S.-based cleric Fethullah 
Gulen, who lives in exile in America, but 
is blamed by Erdogan for the failed 2016 
coup attempt in Turkey. Gulen has denied 
any involvement. 

In a phone call this week with Erdo¬ 
gan, “the only thing (Trump) said is that 
we would take a look at it,” Sanders said 
Tuesday. 

In Syria, the prospect of a U.S. with¬ 
drawal raises questions about whether 
ISIS will be given a chance to regroup in 
the country. Military leaders have warned 
ISIS, while pushed out of virtually all of its 
former strongholds, still poses a threat. 

In September, Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis said the “fighting is ongoing. As we 
forecasted, it’s been a tough fight, and we 
are winning.” 

Graham added in another tweet on 
Wednesday that “with all due respect, ISIS 
is not defeated in Syria, Iraq, and after just 
returning from visiting there — certainly 
not Afghanistan.” 

vandiver.john(i)stripes.com 
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Larger European mission possibie for Navy 

Official sees increased role for service to counter Russia's increased military activity in region 



Paul MACAPAGAL/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Undersecretary of the Navy Thomas Modly, second from right, eats lunch with Marines assigned to the 
Marine Rotational Force-Europe in Vaemes, Norway, on Dec. 12. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany 
— The U.S. Navy will need to do 
more to counter Russia’s increas¬ 
ing military activity, the service’s 
number two civilian said Tues¬ 
day, a move that could increase 
the service’s profile in a region 
where the Army and Air Force 
have stationed large forces for 
decades. 

Given concerns about Russia’s 
investments in its navy and es¬ 
pecially its enhanced undersea 
capabilities, a larger Europe mis¬ 
sion for the Navy is possible. Un¬ 
dersecretary of the Navy Thomas 
Modly said in Washington after 
returning from a weeklong over¬ 
seas tour. 

“We are going to have to do 
some things to meet that chal¬ 
lenge,” he said. 

A recent decision to reactivate 
the Navy’s 2nd Fleet, a move to 
better monitor increased Rus¬ 
sian activity in the north Atlantic 
Ocean, is one way he said the ser¬ 
vice has adapted. 

“My view is we wouldn’t have 
done that if we didn’t think that 


there was going to be a renewed 
emphasis in that area,” Modly 
said. “How that is going to mani¬ 
fest itself (in Europe), I don’t 
know. That is one of the things we 
are thinking about.” 

Modly swept through Norway 
and Romania to tout the service’s 
mission in regions worried about 


Russian aggression and eager for 
more frequent U.S. warship visits 
as a bulwark. 

“I think more so than anything, 
they are just looking for a firm 
commitment that we are with 
them,” Modly said. 

In Europe, where the Army and 
Air Force operate several bases. 


the Navy and Marines have been 
adding assets. In Norway, 700 
Marines are now training year- 
round to boost their cold-weather 
fighting skills. And in Romania, a 
Navy missile defense mission is 
fully operational, with additional 
elements in Poland expected to 
be up and running next year. 


The USS Harry S. Truman 
Carrier Strike Group also just 
wrapped up a Europe deploy¬ 
ment, marking its first foray into 
the Arctic since the end of the 
Cold War. 

Modly’s European swing fol¬ 
lowed NATO’s recent Trident 
Juncture exercise in Norway and 
comes amid provocative moves 
by Russia in both the Black Sea 
and Arctic. 

On Tuesday, Moscow an¬ 
nounced it will build up its mili¬ 
tary presence in the Arctic in 
2019, adding air defense radar 
units and aviation guidance 
points. To the south, Russia’s at¬ 
tack on Ukrainian naval ships in 
the Black Sea last month also has 
rattled allies in the region. 

Romania, a country worried 
about Russian dominance of the 
Black Sea, plans to add new war¬ 
ships and submarines to its navy 
fleet. During his stop there, Modly 
said the Romanians were touting 
their modernization efforts. 

“They are very serious about 
building their navy,” he said. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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assortment of breakfast items, an omelet bar, salad bar, dessert bar, 

and much more. Plus special prize giveaways, and Santa will be there 

for photos with you and your family. For more information, please call 243-5506. 


Christmas Buffet 

December 25 • 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Officers’ Club, Kosano Dining Room 
Join us for a traditional Christmas buffet featuring ham, turkey 
with all the trimmings and morel Open to all hands. 

For more information, please call 243-5030 


Christmas Day Brunch 

December 25 • 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Club Takemiya 

Leave the cooking to us! Join Club Takemiya for a delicious 

brunch, featuring all of your Christmas favorites. 

For more information, please call 246-8077 | 046-806-8077. 
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Senate to pass spending 
bill to avoid shutdown 

Act funds government through Feb. 8, denies wall money 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., center, joined from left by Sen. Roy 
Blunt, R-Mo., Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., and Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., speaks at the 
Capitol in Washington on Tuesday. McConnell on Wednesday announced a deal to pass 
a short-term spending bill to keep the government open. 


By Erica Werner, John Wagner 
AND Damian Paletta 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Senate prepared 
Wednesday to pass a short-term spending 
bill that would keep the government open 
through the New Year but deny President 
Trump the money he wanted for his border 
wall — a stark retreat for Republicans in 
their final days in control of Congress. 

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R- 
Ky., announced the deal on the Senate floor 
Wednesday to extend government funding 
through Feb. 8, when Democrats will be 
in control of the House. Minority Leader 
Charles Schumer, D-N.Y, said Democrats 
would support it. 

The outcome would temporarily break 
an impasse that threatened to shutter large 
portions of the government this weekend 
and send hundreds of thousands of fed¬ 
eral workers home without pay just before 
Christmas. 

Trump has signaled his support for the 
plan but “can change his mind if he wants 
to,” said Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, the 
No. 2 Senate Republican. A senior White 
House aide, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss the administration’s 
position, said the plan is for Trump to sign 
the legislation McConnell is introducing. 

That would represent a m^or defeat for 
Trump on his signature issue, the U.S.- 
Mexico border wall he long insisted Mex¬ 
ico would pay for but has demanded $5 
billion in taxpayer money to fund. And it’s 
an abandonment of his stance from a week 
ago, when he claimed he would be “proud” 
to shut down the government to get his wall 
money. 

Trump has oftened changed his mind or 
threatened to veto bills at the last minute. 


so a shutdown is still possible. 

Trump continued to assert over Twit¬ 
ter on Wednesday that the wall would be 
built, insisting Mexico would pay for it via 
the renegotiated North America trade deal 
and that the military would build it. 

The legality of such an approach is in 
question, and Schumer insisted Democrats 
would not let it happen. It’s also unclear 
how the trade deal would mean Mexico is 
paying for the wall. 

McConnell blamed the outcome on Dem¬ 
ocrats after they turned down a GOP offer 
on Tuesday that would have provided $1.6 
billion for border barriers and another $1 
billion for Trump to spend on other immi¬ 
gration priorities. 

“Faced with this intransigence — with 
Democrats’ failure to take our borders 
seriously — Republicans will continue to 
fulfill our duty to govern,” McConnell said. 
“That’s why we will soon take up a simple 
measure that will continue government 
funding into February: So we can continue 
this vital debate after the new Congress 
has convened.” 

Schumer spoke on the floor shortly 
thereafter, saying: “I’m glad the leader 
thinks the government should not shut 
down over the president’s demands for a 
wall, and Democrats will support this CR.” 
A CR is a “continuing resolution” extend¬ 
ing government funding. 

The Senate could pass the measure 
as soon as Wednesday and the House by 
Thursday, marking a humbling end to the 
115th Congress and two years of unified 
GOP control of Washington. About 25 per¬ 
cent of government funding would run out 
at the end of Friday absent action by Con¬ 
gress and Trump. 

“One way or the other, we will win on the 


Wall!” Trump said in a morning tweet. In 
another, he sought to make the case that 
because of “large scale criminal and drug 
inflow” the military would be justified in 
building a border wall. 

Multiple budget experts said it would be 
illegal for Trump to take money from the 
Pentagon and redirect it toward the con¬ 
struction of a wall. At a minimum, such a 
change would require the approval of at 
least four congressional committees, two 
of which will be controlled by Democrats 
in two weeks. 

“If Congress did not appropriate money 
to build a wall, you cannot just use other 
unrelated appropriations to do that,” said 
Todd Harrison, director of defense budget 
analysis at the Center for Strategic and In¬ 
ternational Studies. 

Schumer said Democrats would not 
allow it to happen. 

“Let me be very clear. The administra¬ 
tion cannot reprogram funds appropriated 
by Congress for the full wall without our 
assent,” Schumer said on the Senate floor. 


“To do so would violate Congress’ Article 
One powers. They cannot do it on their own 
and the House and Senate will not approve 
a wall from reprogrammed funds or any¬ 
thing else. It won’t happen.” 

If Trump did order the military to build 
a wall anyway. Democrats or landowners 
could file a lawsuit and seek an immediate 
injunction to halt the construction. Trump 
has also not disclosed how he plans to deal 
with all the private property that runs 
along the border in Texas. If he orders 
the military to effectively seize that land 
through eminent domain it would open a 
host of additional legal issues. 

Congress passed a spending bill for 
military programs that runs through Sep¬ 
tember 2019, giving the White House even 
less flexibility in reappropriating exist¬ 
ing funds. But White House officials have 
been scouring the budget rules for weeks 
and could try to combine a number of un¬ 
related programs in a way that helps with 
the construction of a barrier. They haven’t 
specified how they would do that though. 


Trump eager to sign sweeping criminal justice legislation 



Susan Walsh/AP 


Sen. Tim Scott, R-S.C., right, turns back to shake hands with Sen. 
Chuck Grassley, R-lowa during a news conference on Capitol Hill 
Wednesday on prison reform legislation. They were joined on stage 
by Sen. Dick Durbin, D-lll., left, and Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., 
second from right. 


By Kevin Freeing 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
passed a sweeping criminal jus¬ 
tice bill Tuesday that addresses 
concerns that the nation’s war on 
drugs had led to the imprisonment 
of too many Americans for non¬ 
violent crimes without adequately 
preparing them for their return to 
society. 

Senate passage of the bill by a 
vote of 87-12 culminates years of 
negotiations and gives President 
Donald Trump a signature policy 
victory, with the outcome hailed 
by scores of conservative and lib¬ 
eral advocacy groups. The House 
is expected to pass the bill this 
week, sending it to the president’s 
desk for his signature. 

The bill gives judges more dis¬ 
cretion when sentencing some 
drug offenders and boosts prisoner 
rehabilitation efforts. It also reduc¬ 
es the life sentence for some drug 
offenders with three convictions, 
or “three strikes,” to 25 years. An¬ 
other provision would allow about 
2,600 federal prisoners sentenced 
for crack cocaine offenses before 


August 2010 the opportunity to pe¬ 
tition for a reduced penalty. 

“America is the greatest Coun¬ 
try in the world and my job is to 
fight for ALL citizens, even those 


who have made mistakes,” Trump 
tweeted moments after the vote. 

“This will keep our communi¬ 
ties safer, and provide hope and a 
second chance, to those who earn 


it. In addition to everything else, 
billions of dollars will be saved. I 
look forward to signing this into 
law!” Trump added. 

The vote also thrilled Demo¬ 
crats. Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., 
said the nation’s prisons are full 
of Americans who are struggling 
with mental illness and addic¬ 
tion, and who are overwhelmingly 
poor. He said the nation’s criminal 
justice system “feeds on certain 
communities and not on others,” 
and said the bill represents a 
step toward “healing” for those 
communities. 

“Let’s make no mistake, this leg¬ 
islation, which is one small step, 
will affect thousands and thou¬ 
sands of lives,” Booker said. 

When the bill appeared to have 
stalled in recent weeks. Sen. 
Charles Grassley, the Republican 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, pleaded with Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell to bring it up for a vote. With 
Trump’s urging, McConnell even¬ 
tually agreed, and voted for the 
bill as well. 

“The First Step Act takes les¬ 


sons from history and from states 

— our laboratories of democracy 

— to reduce crime, save taxpayer 
dollars and strengthen faith and 
fairness in our criminal justice 
system,” Grassley said. 

The bill would affect only fed¬ 
eral prisoners, who make up less 
than 10 percent of the country’s 
prison population. 

An array of liberal and conser¬ 
vative advocacy groups rallied in 
support of the bill. For example, 
the Koch brothers-backed group, 
Americans for Prosperity, applaud¬ 
ed senators for putting “policy 
ahead of politics.” The American 
Civil Liberties Union said the bill 
was “by no means perfect. But we 
are in the midst of a mass incar¬ 
ceration crisis, and the time to act 
is now.” 

Law enforcement groups were 
more split. It was backed by the 
Fraternal Order of Police and the 
International Association of Chiefs 
of Police but opposed by the Na¬ 
tional Sheriff’s Association. The 
union representing federal prison 
guards also joined in supporting 
the measure. 
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Senate Dems see role in curbing harassment 


By Juliet Linderman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Sen¬ 
ate Democrats said in a report 
Wednesday that Congress should 
take an active role in addressing 
harassment and discrimination 
in the American workplace, and 
cited fear of retaliation as the 
leading cause for claims going 
unreported. 

Among the recommendations 
are strengthening workers’ rights 
to join unions and extending the 
statute of limitations to bring 
harassment claims. The report 
proposes expanding federal pro¬ 
tections to include employees 
at small businesses, indepen¬ 
dent contractors and interns. It 
also suggests making clear that 
LGBTQ individuals are protected 
under federal civil rights laws. 

The study comes about a 
year after Congress found it¬ 
self squarely at the center of the 
#MeToo movement as more than 
a half-dozen lawmakers accused 
of sexual harassment were forced 
to resign. Revelations of sexual 
harassment and abuse at the 
hands of powerful men in media, 
business, entertainment and poli¬ 
tics roiled those industries. But 
more attention needs to be paid to 
pervasive harassment and abuse 
of low-wage workers, who are 
particularly vulnerable and often 
feel unable to speak out. 

“We’ve seen so many people 
bravely come forward and make 
clear that sexual assault and ha¬ 
rassment in the workplace just 
has to stop,” said Sen. Patty Mur¬ 
ray of Washington state, the top 
Democrat on the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee. Democratic aides 
on the committee spent nearly a 
year on the report interviewing 
people who alleged harassment 
or discrimination on the job. 

Staff also consulted with poli- 


President 
orders federal 
closures on 
Christmas Eve 

By Martin Weil 

The Washington Post. 

President Donald Trump is¬ 
sued an order Tuesday that closes 
all executive branch agencies of 
federal government on Christmas 
Eve. 

The order reads: “all execu¬ 
tive departments and agencies 
of the Federal Government shall 
be closed and their employees ex¬ 
cused from duty on Monday, De¬ 
cember 24, 2018, the day before 
Christmas Day.” 

The order stipulates that of¬ 
ficials of various agencies and 
departments may determine that 
certain offices must remain open, 
with employees of those agencies 
required to work in cases of na¬ 
tional security or defense or pub¬ 
lic need. 


cy experts, industry groups and 
unions. Republicans will contin¬ 
ue to control the White House and 
the Senate come January, making 
the fate of congressional action on 
these issues unclear. 

Over the past year, the num¬ 
ber of sexual harassment cases 


filed with the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, the 
federal agency tasked with en¬ 
forcing civil rights laws regard¬ 
ing workplace discrimination, 
has increased significantly, and 
the agency’s rate of filing law¬ 
suits over such claims has risen 


by 50 percent, according to the 
report. The report also reuests 
Congress to: 

■ Eliminate tipped minimum 
wage “to end workers’ economic 
reliance on customers, which too 
often includes some customers 
who take advantage of the situa¬ 


tion and harass workers.” 

■ Prohibit nondisclosure 
agreements and mandatory ar¬ 
bitration clauses in employment 
contracts. 

■ Do more to ensure victims 
have access to resources and 
legal counsel. 
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Judge's criticism of Flynn upends sentencing 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


President Donald Trump’s former national security adviser Michael 
Flynn leaves federal court in Washington on Tuesday. 


By Eric Tucker 
AND Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A federal 
judge who described himself as 
disgusted by Michael Flynn’s be¬ 
havior upended a straightforward 
sentencing hearing, postponing 
punishment for President Donald 
Trump’s first national security 
adviser and telling him in a sting¬ 
ing rebuke, “Arguably you sold 
your country out.” 

Lawyers for Flynn requested 
the delay Tuesday after a tongue- 
lashing from U.S. District Judge 
Emmet Sullivan raised the pros¬ 
pect that Flynn could spend time 
behind bars for lying to the FBI 
about his Russian contacts. 

Prosecutors hadn’t recom¬ 
mended prison, but the hearing 
that began with the defendant 
upbeat and smiling took an unex¬ 
pected turn when the judge said 
his sentence would take into ac¬ 
count not just Flynn’s extensive 
cooperation with investigators 
but also the lies the Trump ad¬ 
ministration official told from the 
grounds of the White House. 

“I can’t make any guarantees, 
but I’m not hiding my disgust, my 
disdain for this criminal offense,” 
Sullivan said. 

The postponement gave Flynn 
a chance to continue cooperating 
with the government in hopes of 
staving off prison and proving 
his value as a witness, including 
in a foreign-lobbying prosecution 


brought this week. The possibil¬ 
ity of prison had seemed remote 
for Flynn since prosecutors had 
praised his cooperation, including 
19 meetings with investigators. 

But the judge’s upbraiding sug¬ 
gested otherwise and made clear 
that even defendants like Flynn 
who have cooperated in special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s Rus¬ 
sia investigation may nonethe¬ 
less be shadowed by the crimes 


that brought them into court 
in the first place. The hearing 
upset what had been a carefully 
crafted agreement and pushed 
months into the future a resolu¬ 
tion of one of Mueller’s signature 
prosecutions. 

“This is a very serious offense. 
A high-ranking senior official 
of the government making false 
statements to the Federal Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation while on the 


physical premises of the White 
House,” Sullivan said. 

He later softened his tone, apol¬ 
ogizing for suggesting that Flynn 
had worked as a foreign agent 
while in the White House when 
that other work had actually al¬ 
ready ended. He also backpedaled 
on an earlier question on whether 
Flynn’s transgressions amounted 
to treason, saying he didn’t mean 
to suggest they did. 

Flynn was to have been the first 
White House official sentenced in 
Mueller’s investigation into pos¬ 
sible coordination between the 
Trump presidential campaign 
and Russia. 

The hearing, though incom¬ 
plete, marked a remarkable fall 
after a three-decade military ca¬ 
reer that included tours in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and oversight of 
the Defense Intelligence Agency 
during the Obama administra¬ 
tion. Though Flynn served only 
briefly in Trump’s White House, 
he campaigned for him and at¬ 
tracted attention for leading a 
Republican National Convention 
crowd in a “Lock Her Up” chant 
about Hillary Clinton. 

Flynn’s legal woes stem from 
transition-period calls with then- 
Russian Ambassador Sergey 
Kislyak that raised intelligence 
community alarms even before 
Trump took office. 

During those conversations, 
Flynn urged against a strong Rus¬ 
sian response to Obama admin¬ 
istration sanctions for Russian 


election interference and encour¬ 
aged Russia’s opposition to a U.N. 
resolution on Israeli settlements. 
But when FBI agents approached 
him in the White House on Jan. 
24, 2017, Flynn lied about those 
conversations, prosecutors said. 

Flynn attorney Robert Kelner 
asked Sullivan not to penalize 
Flynn for the sentencing memo 
arguments, saying they were 
mostly intended to differentiate 
Flynn from other defendants in 
Mueller’s investigation who’d re¬ 
ceived prison sentences for lying. 
Though Sullivan said none of the 
other defendants was a White 
House official, Kelner suggested 
none had been as cooperative. 

“He made the decision publicly 
and clearly and completely and 
utterly to cooperate with this in¬ 
vestigation, knowing that because 
of his high rank, that was going to 
send a signal to every other po¬ 
tential cooperator and witness in 
this investigation,” he added. 

After a prosecutor raised the 
prospect of Flynn’s continued 
cooperation with other investi¬ 
gations in the future, Sullivan 
warned Flynn that he might not 
get full credit for his assistance 
to the government if he were sen¬ 
tenced as scheduled. 

Sullivan gave a visibly shaken 
Flynn a chance to discuss delay¬ 
ing the hearing with his lawyers. 
The court briefly recessed. 

When they returned, Kelner 
requested a postponement so that 
Flynn could keep cooperating. 


Ryan laments ‘broken 
politics’ in farewell 

By Alan Fram 

Associated Press 


Official: N. Korea travel 
ban being reviewed 


WASHINGTON — Outgoing 
House Speaker Paul Ryan is be¬ 
moaning America’s “broken poli¬ 
tics” in a farewell speech in which 
he calls Washington’s failure to 
overhaul costly federal benefit 
programs “our greatest unfin¬ 
ished business.” 

“Our complex problems are 
solvable,” Ryan says in excerpts 
of remarks he planned to deliv¬ 
er Wednesday at the Library of 
Congress, across the street from 
a Capitol where he’s served two 
decades in the House. “That is to 
say, our problems are solvable if 
our politics will allow it.” 

The Wisconsin Republican’s 
address, which touts achieve¬ 
ments and admits shortcomings, 
comes as he closes his three-year 
run as speaker. Despite GOP con¬ 
trol of the White House and Con¬ 
gress since early 2017, it’s been 
an unusually tumultuous period 
dominated by the erratic deci¬ 
sion-making and verbal outbursts 
of President Donald Trump and 
Republican divisions over top is¬ 
sues including health care and 
immigration. 

Ryan’s departure also comes six 
weeks after an Election Day that 
saw Democrats capture House 


control. Their triumph followed a 
campaign in which they bloodied 
Republicans for trying to repeal 
and replace former President 
Barack Obama’s popular health 
care law, a primary GOP priority. 

Under Ryan, Congress ap¬ 
proved the biggest tax cuts in 
decades, boosted defense spend¬ 
ing and rolled back Obama regu¬ 
lations protecting clean air and 
water. But annual federal deficits 
are surging. Medicare and other 
expensive entitlement programs 
are growing and their attempt to 
scuttle Obama’s health care stat¬ 
ute crashed. 

Providing chaotic background 
music for Ryan’s departure. Con¬ 
gress in its closing days was mired 
in a struggle to avoid a partial 
government shutdown as Trump 
clashes with Democrats over his 
demand for taxpayer money to 
build a border wall with Mexico. 

In excerpts provided to The 
Associated Press, Ryan calls the 
House “the most productive we 
have had in a generation.” 

“We have taken on some of the 
biggest challenges of our time, 
and made a great and lasting dif¬ 
ference in the trajectory of this 
country,” he said. 

Yet his comments also under¬ 
score some of the GOP’s recent 
failures. 



Susan Walsh/AP 


Outgoing House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis., planned to give his 
farewell address Wednesday at 
the Library of Congress. 

Ryan, 48, acknowledges he 
never achieved two longtime poli¬ 
cy dreams — reining in spending 
by the government’s huge en¬ 
titlement programs and control¬ 
ling the enormous and growing 
national debt. Thanks partly to 
the 10-year, $1.5 trillion tax cut 
Republicans enacted last year, 
the nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office estimates a record 
$12.4 trillion accumulated federal 
deficits for the coming decade. 

“I acknowledge plainly that my 
ambitions for entitlement reform 
have outpaced the political reality 
and I consider this our greatest 
unfinished business,” he says. 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
Trump administration’s spe¬ 
cial envoy for North Korea said 
Wednesday that Washington is re¬ 
viewing easing its travel restric¬ 
tions to North Korea to facilitate 
humanitarian shipments as part 
of efforts to resolve an impasse in 
nuclear diplomacy. 

Stephen Biegun made the 
comments upon arrival in South 
Korea for talks on the nuclear ne¬ 
gotiations, which have seen little 
headway since a summit between 
President Donald Trump and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un in June, when they issued a 
vague vow for a nuclear-free Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula without describ¬ 
ing how or when it would occur. 

Biegun said his discussions 
with South Korean officials will 
be about how to work together 
to engage with North Korea “in 
a manner that will help us move 
forward and move beyond the 70 
years of hostility.” 

Toward that end, Biegun said 
he was directed by Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo to review 
America’s policy on humanitar¬ 
ian assistance provided to North 
Korea. 

“I understand that many hu¬ 
manitarian aid organizations, 
operating in the DPRK, are con¬ 


cerned that strict enforcement of 
international sanctions has oc¬ 
casionally impeded the delivery 
of legitimate humanitarian assis¬ 
tance to the Korean people,” Bie¬ 
gun said, referring to North Korea 
by its official name, the Democrat¬ 
ic People’s 
Republic of 
Korea. 

He said 
he’ll sit 
down with 
American 
aid groups 
early in the 
new year to 
discuss how 
the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment can 
“better en¬ 
sure the delivery of appropriate 
assistance, particularly, through 
the course of the coming winter.” 

“We will also review American 
citizen travel to DPRK for pur¬ 
poses of facilitating the delivery 
of aid and ensuring that monitor¬ 
ing in line with international stan¬ 
dards can occur,” Biegun said. 
“I want to be clear — the United 
States and the United Nations 
will continue to closely review re¬ 
quests for exemptions and licens¬ 
es for the delivery of assistance to 
the DPRK.” 

North Korea didn’t immediately 
respond to Biegun’s comments. 
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Administration moves to ban 
bump stocks; gun groups balk 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Karen Pence gives a tour of decorations inspired by “Twas the Night 
Before Christmas” at the Vice President’s residence in Washington. 

‘Twas the Night before 
Christinas’ at Pences’ 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Christmas 
at Vice President Mike Pence’s 
official residence literally jumps 
out of the pages of “Twas the 
Night Before Christmas.” 

Every room on the main floor 
of the Naval Observatory repre¬ 
sents a verse from the poem by 
Clement Clarke Moore, officially 
titled “A Visit from St. Nicholas.” 
Pence has a family tradition of 
reading the holiday classic to his 
three children every Christmas 
Eve even though they’re adults 
now and the gang includes a 
daughter-in-law. 

Stockings hung by the chimney 
with care? Nine red ones hang 
from the fireplace mantle in the 


dining room: Six for the Pences 
and three for pets Hazel, Harley 
and Marlon. Instead of visions 
of sugar plums dancing in their 
heads, kids can stop by a special 
candy station to fill up on them. 

The main attraction shines 
in the living room: an liy 2 -foot 
North Carolina fir decorated with 
ornaments symbolizing the “bun¬ 
dle of toys” Santa “had flung on 
his back.” A life-size Santa repli¬ 
ca stands next to the tree, review¬ 
ing his naughty or nice list. 

Guests arrive to an oversized 
copy of the poem opened beside a 
high-backed red velvet chair. 

Pence’s wife, Karen, recently 
gave The Associated Press an 
exclusive tour of their holiday 
decorations. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration Tuesday banned 
bump stocks, the firearm attach¬ 
ments that allow semi-automatic 
weapons to fire like machine guns 
and were used during the 2017 
Las Vegas shooting that killed 58 
people. 

The regulation gives gun own¬ 
ers until late March to turn in or 
destroy the devices. After that, 
it will be illegal to possess them 
under the same federal laws that 
prohibit machine guns. 

Bump stocks became a focal 
point of the gun control debate 
after they were used in October 
2017 when a man opened fire 
from his hotel suite into a crowd 
at a country music concert, kill¬ 
ing 58 and injuring hundreds. 

The regulation was signed 
Tuesday by Acting Attorney 
General Matthew Whitaker. It 
will take effect 90 days after it is 
published in the Federal Regis¬ 
ter, which is expected to happen 
Friday. 

Bump stock owners will be re¬ 
quired to either destroy them or 
surrender them to the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives, a senior Justice De¬ 
partment official said. It is impos¬ 
sible to know just how many bump 
stocks Americans own because 
the devices aren’t traceable, but 
ATF has estimated that between 
280,000 and about 520,000 have 
been sold since 2010. 


Investigators expect most own¬ 
ers will comply with the new rule 
and ATF will take action against 
those who don’t, the official said. 
But there’s no surefire way to 
know whether owners are comply¬ 
ing. The official briefed reporters 
on condition of anonymity. 

White House press secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
President Donald Trump was 
“once again fulfilling a promise 
he made to the American peo¬ 
ple.” Trump had promised the 
ban in March, saying the devices 
“turn legal weapons into illegal 
machines.” 

Shortly afterward, the Justice 
Department started the process 
of amending firearms regulations 
to define bump stocks as machine 
guns. ATF received about 186,000 
comments on the proposal. 

The amended regulations 
reverse a 2010 ATF decision 
that found bump stocks did not 
amount to machine guns and 
could not be regulated unless 
Congress changed existing fire¬ 
arms law or passed a new one. In 
the aftermath of the Las Vegas 
shooting, some members of Con¬ 


gress sought to ban bump stocks, 
but no legislation was passed. At 
least 10 states have sought their 
own restrictions. 

The amended rule was met 
almost immediately with re¬ 
sistance from gun rights advo¬ 
cates, including Gun Owners of 
America, which said it would file 
a lawsuit against the Justice De¬ 
partment and ATF to protect gun 
owners from “unconstitutional 
regulations.” 

“These regulations implicate 
Second Amendment rights, and 
courts should be highly suspect 
when an agency changes its ‘in¬ 
terpretation’ of a statute in order 
to impair the exercise of enumer¬ 
ated constitutional rights,” the 
organization’s executive director, 
Erich Pratt, said. 

The National Rifle Association 
called on the Justice Department 
to provide amnesty for those who 
already have bump stocks. 

Police said the gunman in the 
Las Vegas massacre, Stephen 
Paddock, fired for more than 10 
minutes using multiple weapons 
outfitted with target scopes and 
bump stocks. 
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Nev. first state with female-majority chambers 



Photos by John Locher/AP 


Left: Beatrice “Bea” Angela Duran works in her office at the Culinary Union on Tuesday in Las Vegas. 
Right: Rochelle Thuy Nguyen greets her daughter Hannah Lay at their home. Nevada became the first 
state in the U.S. with an overall female majority in the Legislature on Tuesday when county officials in 
Las Vegas appointed Duran and Nguyen to fill vacancies in the state Assembly. 


By Michelle L. Price 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Nevada be¬ 
came the first state in the U.S. 
with an overall female majority in 
the Legislature on Tuesday when 
county officials in Las Vegas ap¬ 
pointed two women to fill vacan¬ 
cies in the state Assembly. 

The appointments of Demo¬ 
crats Rochelle Thuy Nguyen and 
Beatrice “Bea” Angela Duran to 
two Las Vegas-area legislative 
seats give women 51 percent of 
the 63 seats in the Legislature. 

Women will hold nine of 21 
seats in the state Senate, falling 
short of a m^ority in that cham¬ 
ber. But they will hold 23 of 42 
seats in the Assembly, compris¬ 
ing 55 percent in that chamber 
and giving women enough num¬ 
bers to make the two chambers 
an overall female majority. 

No state has previously had a 
female-m^ority or even a 50 per¬ 
cent-female Legislature, accord¬ 
ing to the Center for American 
Women and Politics at Rutgers 
University, which tracks women’s 
political representation. 

Women picked up seats in the 
Nevada Assembly and Senate 
during the 2018 November elec¬ 


tion but fell short of an overall 
majority. Vacancies created by 
lawmakers who won election to 
other offices in November, along 
with one sitting female lawmaker 
then allowed women to gain addi¬ 


tional seats. 

With the 2018 election, women 
cracked the 50 percent threshold 
in the Nevada state Assembly 
and Colorado State House, but 
no overall m^ority was reached 


until the Nevada appointments. 

“It is unprecedented at this point 
to see a m^ority female legisla¬ 
ture overall,” said Kelly Dittmar, 
an assistant professor of political 
science at Rutgers-Camden. 


With the two Nevada appoint¬ 
ments, women will make up 28.6 
percent of state legislators nation¬ 
wide when new legislators are 
sworn into office in 2019, accord¬ 
ing to data from the Center for 
American Women and Politics. 

Women made up 24.3 percent 
of state legislators in the U.S. a 
decade ago, the center said. 

Studies of women who have 
served in Congress are probably 
comparable to female gains in 
state legislatures, she said, and 
the studies have found that “the 
more women you have in the 
body, the more that their perspec¬ 
tives and life experiences are in¬ 
tegrated into policy debates and 
deliberations.” 

Dittmar said the milestone in 
Nevada could help change atti¬ 
tudes of what a state Legislature 
should like. 

“That might influence young 
people. It might influence other 
women to see that body as both 
friendlier to them as well as more 
responsive to their concerns,” she 
said. 

Nguyen, an attorney, and 
Duran, a grievance specialist 
with the state’s casino workers 
union, will hold their seats until 
the next general election in 2020. 



Ex-head of DEA post 
in Colombia cleared 
in misconduct probe 


Worm-like species named after Trump 


By Isaac Stanley-Becker 

The Washington Post 

When President Donald Trump announced his 
plan to withdraw from the Paris climate agreement 
last year, he said he was benching the United States 
in the global fight against climate change because he 
wanted the rest of the world to stop “laughing at us.” 

“We don’t want other leaders and other countries 
laughing at us anymore, and they won’t be,” Trump 
vowed from a podium in the White House Rose Gar¬ 
den in June 2017. “They won’t be.” 

But the name of a new amphibian species reveals 
just how hearty a laugh critics of the president abroad 
are having at his expense — and on the very issue 
where he promised to protect American dignity. 

A London-based sustainable building materials 
company, EnviroBuild, saw a resemblance between 
the serpentine creature, which is nearly blind and 
burrows underground, and Trump, who has called 
the evidence of global warming a “hoax.” Enviro¬ 
Build, which paid $25,000 for the naming rights at 
an auction this month, said Tuesday that it had cho¬ 
sen “Dermophis donaldtrumpi” in recognition of the 
president’s position on climate change. 

The symbolism invoked by the British company 
has a more serious message. It is meant to call atten¬ 
tion to the dire, real-world consequences of Trump’s 
refusal to recognize environmental catastrophe, 
which scientists say could arrive as early as 2040. 

“Realizing the similarities between the amaz¬ 
ing but unknown creature and the leader of the free 
world, we couldn’t resist buying the rights in your 
president’s honor,” Aidan Bell, EnviroBuild’s co¬ 
founder told The Washington Post. The firm added 
a mop of blonde hair to an image of an amphibian in 
the same family as the snake- or wormlike species to 
emphasize the visual likeness. 


As an amphibian, the company noted in a news 
release, the Dermophis donaldtrumpi is especially 
vulnerable to the harmful effects of climate change 
and is “therefore in danger of becoming extinct as a 
direct result of its namesake’s climate policies.” 

The naming rights went up for sale Dec. 8 at a 
“Species Legacy Auction” sponsored by Rainforest 
Trust, a Virginia-based conservation nonprofit that 
called the event “the largest species-naming auction 
in history.” 

EnviroBuild acknowledged that the authority to 
name a new species is typically reserved for biolo¬ 
gists. Bell noted that the title would have to undergo 
peer review, according to standards governing zoo¬ 
logical nomenclature. 

The Demorphus donaldtrumpi measures nearly 
four inches in length. It belongs to a group of limb¬ 
less amphibians called caecilians. Rainforest Trust 
said the remittance for the naming rights will go to 
protecting the creature’s home in Panama, where it 
was recently discovered by scientists. 

The Dermophis donaldtrumpi is not alone among 
creatures bearing Trump’s name. 

Just before the president’s inauguration last year, 
an article in the journal ZooKeys dubbed a blonde¬ 
haired moth the “Neopalpa donaldtrumpi.” 

“The new species is named in honor of Donald J. 
Trump, to be installed as the 45th President of the 
United States on January 20, 2017,” wrote the author, 
Vazrick Nazari, an evolutionary biologist in Ottawa. 
“The reason for this choice of name is to bring wider 
public attention to the need to continue protecting 
fragile habitats in the US that still contain many un¬ 
described species.” 

He also offered this specific rationale for the label: 
“The specific epithet is selected because of the re¬ 
semblance of the scales on the frons (head) of the 
moth to Mr. Trump’s hairstyle.” 


By Joshua Goodman 
AND Jim Mustian 
Associated Press 

BOGOTA, Colombia — The 
former head of the U.S. Drug En¬ 
forcement Administration’s high- 
profile office in Colombia has 
been cleared of wrongdoing fol¬ 
lowing a probe of misconduct alle¬ 
gations, including accusations that 
he used government resources to 
hire prostitutes. 

A DEA letter addressed to Rich¬ 
ard Dobrich said the investigation 
turned up “no evidence to support 
this allegation” and was being 
closed. 

Dobrich provided a copy of the 
Dec. 7-dated letter, which was 
signed by Preston Grubbs, the 
deputy head of the DEA, to The 
Associated Press. DEA spokes¬ 
woman Mary Brandenberger con¬ 
firmed he had been cleared but 
declined further comment. 

The Justice Department’s Of¬ 
fice of Inspector General had 
launched a probe into Dobrich, 
then the DEA’s top-ranking of¬ 
ficial in South America, after re¬ 
ceiving an anonymous complaint 
alleging he directed Colombian 
drivers working for the U.S. Em¬ 
bassy in Bogota “to procure sex 
workers,” according to a copy of 
the complaint obtained by the AP. 

Dobrich, a former Navy SEAL 
who was injured during a firefight 
with the Taliban during a coun¬ 
ter-narcotics raid in Afghanistan 
in 2010, called the allegation an 


attempt at “character assassina¬ 
tion,” possibly by a disgruntled 
former DEA employee. 

“I never dishonored the oath that 
I took and still care deeply about 
the DEA’s mission and the people 
who work very hard to tackle se¬ 
rious issues,” he said in an inter¬ 
view Monday, adding that he had 
filed a complaint with Colombian 
police that may allow them to un¬ 
cover the author’s identity. 

He also expressed frustration 
that the anonymous complaint and 
word of the probe ever got out, say¬ 
ing it had caused harm to his fam¬ 
ily and reputation, and said DEA 
leadership should have done more 
to stand by him in the face of what 
he called an “obviously laughable 
accusation.” 

Dobrich said he has filed a griev¬ 
ance with the Justice Department, 
alleging undue delays in closing 
the case and clearing his name. 

Dobrich’s tenure as the top DEA 
executive in Colombia began in 
2015, when he was brought in to 
restore order after a blistering 
Inspector General’s report found 
several DEA agents had partici¬ 
pated in “sex parties” with prosti¬ 
tutes hired by Colombian cartels. 

Dobrich, 54, retired from the 
DEA in October after a nearly 
three-decade career to take a pri¬ 
vate sector job. 

Prior to Bogota, he oversaw the 
DEA’s military-style FAST teams 
that battled drug traffickers in Af¬ 
ghanistan and Latin America. 
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Bankrupt scouts? 

Claims could lead Boy Scouts to Chapter 11 


Seth Perlman/AP 


School buses in Springfield, III. Child abuse increases the day after school report cards are released 
— but only when kids get their grades on a Friday, a Florida study released on Monday suggests. 

Study: Report-card Fridays lead 
to more incidents of child abuse 


By Lindsey Tanner 
Associated Press 

Child abuse increases the day 
after school report cards are re¬ 
leased — but only when kids get 
their grades on a Friday, a study 
in Florida suggests. 

The curious finding startled re¬ 
searchers, who had figured abuse 
might go up regardless of the spe¬ 
cific day kids got their grades. 

But their study of reports to 
a child abuse hotline that in¬ 
cluded broken bones, burns and 
other confirmed abuse found 
otherwise. 

An increase only occurred on 
Saturdays after a report-card Fri¬ 
day. Though overall rates were 
small, there were almost four 
times more cases on those Sat¬ 
urdays than on other Saturdays. 
No apparent connection between 
report cards and abuse was found 
on other days of the week. 

“Anecdotally, we know a lot 
of parents will spank their chil¬ 
dren or use corporal punishment 
if they’re unsatisfied with their 
school work,” said University 
of Florida psychologist Melissa 
Bright, the lead author. 

That punishment may become 
abusive when kids don’t have 
school the next day and parents 
think injuries might be more like¬ 
ly to go unnoticed, the research¬ 
ers said, noting that teachers 
are required to report suspected 
child abuse. Or, it could be that 
severe punishment is less likely 
on weekdays when parents are 
too busy to focus on report cards. 
Bright said. 

But she acknowledged those 
theories are speculation and that 
the findings aren’t proof. 

The study was published Mon¬ 
day in JAMA Pediatrics. 

The researchers reviewed calls 
to a Florida child abuse hotline 
and school report card release 


Anecdotally, we 
know a lot of par¬ 
ents will spank their 
children or use cor¬ 
poral punishment if 
they’re unsatisfied 
with their school 
work, f 

Melissa Bright 

University of Florida psychologist 


dates in most of Florida’s 67 coun¬ 
ties during the 2015-16 academic 
year. 

Nearly 2,000 cases of physical 
abuse in kids ages 5 to 11, con¬ 
firmed by child welfare authori¬ 
ties, were included. 

There was an average of slight¬ 
ly more than 0.6 cases of abuse 
per 100,000 children on Satur¬ 
days after a report-card Friday 
compared with slightly less than 
0.2 cases per 100,000 children on 
other Saturdays. 

The average was less than one 
per day because so many days 
were included in the analysis. 
But in a state like Florida, with a 
school-age population of just over 
3 million kids, this could amount 
to 19 cases of report card-related 
abuse compared to 5 on other Sat¬ 
urdays, the researchers said. 

Outside experts noted study 
limitations, including no evi¬ 
dence that kids who were abused 
had received poor grades and 
no information on when parents 
first learned of kids’ grades. But 
they said the study was useful for 
highlighting that child abuse and 
corporal punishment are still too 
common even though rates have 
declined since the 1990s. 


Rates were 9 per 1,000 US. 
kids in 2016 compared with 13 
per 1,000 in 1990. 

Dr. Robert Sege, a Boston 
pediatrician and Tufts Univer¬ 
sity professor of medicine, said 
bad grades should be a time for 
parents to find out what’s caus¬ 
ing their childrens’ struggles. 
“There’s no place for corporal 
punishment for school failure be¬ 
cause it doesn’t work and misses 
the point.” 

Sege is lead author of an Ameri¬ 
can Academy of Pediatrics policy 
update released last month that 
recommends against corporal 
punishment and spanking. 

An editorial published with 
study said the United States de¬ 
serves a C-minus “for effective 
discipline strategies.” 


By Dune Lawrence 
Bloomberg 

It took Robb Lawson until he 
was 45 to finally confront a dark 
memory from his days as a Boy 
Scout. 

Lawson was a teenager at the 
time, a member of a troop in Geor¬ 
gia, picked to attend a wilderness 
challenge to win entry in the 
Scouts’ prestigious Order of the 
Arrow. He recalls that he wasn’t 
feeling well, and a trip leader took 
him to a tent and raped him. 

The lawsuit he filed against the 
Boy Scouts of America in 2016 
represented a personal turning 
point for Lawson. For the Boy 
Scouts, his story reflects the na¬ 
tionwide scandal and financial 
stakes that have pushed the 108- 
year-old organization to consider 
filing for bankruptcy. 

Last week. Chief Scout Execu¬ 
tive Michael Surbaugh acknowl¬ 
edged media reports that the 
group was considering Chapter 11 
protection, saying it’s “exploring 
all options available” to ensure 
that scouting programs con¬ 
tinue uninterrupted. Nothing’s 
been decided, said Boy Scouts 
spokeswoman Effie Delimarkos 
in an email. “It’s due diligence 
for an organization whose motto 
is ‘be prepared’ to explore all of 
our opportunities and pathways 
forward.” 

The Scouts are fighting hun¬ 
dreds of claims, a rash of litigation 
fueled by the public emergence 
in 2012 of the organization’s own 
meticulous records of thousands 
of sexual abuse and misconduct 
allegations. BSA executives say 
the documents — known as the 
“ineligible volunteer files” — 
were part of their system for pro¬ 
tecting kids by weeding out those 
who shouldn’t have been allowed 
to work with them. 

Plaintiffs and their lawyers 
call it something else: evidence 
of a massive cover-up that en¬ 
dangered other children and, in 
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Tony Gutierrez/AP 


The Boy Scouts of America 
says it is exploring “all options” 
to address serious financial 
challenges because of sexual- 
abuse claims. 

the words of Lawson’s suit, “put 
scouting’s image and financial 
interests — its ‘brand’ — ahead of 
the safety of the scouts.” 

Already under pressure from 
declining enrollment, the Scouts 
have worked to minimize the fi¬ 
nancial impact of sex abuse liti¬ 
gation. The group has paid more 
than $11 million to the law firm 
leading its legal defense and has 
doubled its level of insurance 
reserves since the records were 
made public. The group has also 
raised dues and, in the interest of 
reaching a new audience, opened 
its programming to girls starting 
next year, when the traditional 
scouting program will be re¬ 
named Scouts BSA. 
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Lawmakers seek 
probe on death of 
Guatemalan girl 


Associated Press 

LORDSBURG, N.M. — Law¬ 
makers visiting the Border Patrol 
station where a 7-year-old Guate¬ 
malan girl was taken hours before 
her death demanded an indepen¬ 
dent investigation Tuesday into 
the response by federal agents. 

“There are things that we need 
to learn,” said U.S. Rep. Raul 
Ruiz, a California Democrat who 
was part of the delegation visit¬ 
ing the Border Patrol station in 
Lordsburg, N.M. 

Ruiz, a doctor, questioned why 
border agents didn’t call for an 
immediate airlift of Jakelin Caal 
after her father told an agent she 
was sick and vomiting. 

A bus carrying the child and 
her father left the Antelope Wells 
port of entry for the Lordsburg 


station, roughly 90 minutes away. 
By then, according to a Customs 
and Border Protection state¬ 
ment, Jakelin’s temperature had 
reached 105.7 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit. Emergency medical tech¬ 
nicians had to revive her. She 
was then airlifted to an El Paso, 
Texas, hospital, where she died 
the next day. 

The girl and her father were 
traveling with a group of 163 
people when they arrived at the 
border. U.S. government officials 
say Jakelin had not had anything 
to eat or drink for days, which 
lawyers for her family have 
disputed. 

Members of the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus visited both the 
port of entry and the Lordsburg 
station. 



Rudy Gutierrez, the El Paso Times/AP 


Annunciation House director Ruben Garcia answers questions from the media after reading a statement 
from the family of Jakelin Caal Maquin, pictured at left, during a press briefing Saturday in El Paso, 
Texas. She di^ in a Texas hospital two days after being taken into custody by U.S. Border Patrol agents 
in a remote stretch of New Mexico desert. 


Mass migrant influx at crossing baffles officials 


^This is a brand-new phenomenon. It’s really 
challenging our resources. ^ 

Kevin McAleenan 

Customs and Border Protection Commissioner 


By Elliot Spagat and Colleen Long 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Large numbers of 
Guatemalan families and unaccompanied 
children are surrendering to U.S. immi¬ 
gration agents in an extremely remote and 
dangerous stretch of New Mexico desert, 
a new smuggling route that has baffled 
authorities. 

It is where Jakelin Caal, 7, and her fa¬ 
ther were found Dec. 6 with 161 others 
near a border crossing in Antelope Wells. 
Jakelin started vomiting on the bus ride to 
the nearest Border Patrol station 94 miles 
away and had stopped breathing by the 
time she arrived. She died at a hospital in 
El Paso, Texas. 

U.S. authorities this week encountered 
groups of 257 and 239 people consisting 
of families and unaccompanied children. 


Customs and Border Protection Commis¬ 
sioner Kevin McAleenan said Tuesday. 
The Border Patrol found groups of more 
than 100 people along the entire U.S. bor¬ 
der with Mexico about eight times during 
the budget year that ended Sept. 30 and 
encountered nearly four times that amount 
since Oct. 1. 

“This is a brand-new phenomenon,” 
McAleenan told reporters in a confer¬ 
ence call. “It’s really challenging our 
resources.” 


Antelope Wells is the site of one of about 
three dozen Border Patrol “forward oper¬ 
ating bases” in Arizona, New Mexico and 
Texas — bare-bones facilities designed 
to increase enforcement in remote areas. 
About four agents are assigned to Antelope 
Wells and they sleep at the base on eight- 
day shifts to avoid having to drive home 
every day. 

Migrants have told agents that they took 
commercial buses from Guatemala to New 
Mexico in four or five days straight, a sharp 


contrast to the traditional route that can 
take 25 to 30 days to reach the U.S. border 
and includes rest stops at “stash houses” 
along the way, McAleenan said. 

It’s unclear why Guatemalans are choos¬ 
ing such a remote spot, but McAleenan 
said it may be less expensive for smugglers 
to pay other criminal organizations fees 
to pass through. The U.S. is working with 
Mexico to determine the reasons behind it, 
hoping to redirect traffic to the nearest cit¬ 
ies, El Paso and Nogales, Ariz. 

Families began arriving in large groups 
about once or twice a week since mid-Oc¬ 
tober and the trend has accelerated in re¬ 
cent weeks, McAleenan said. 

The families are generally seeking out 
U.S. agents to turn themselves in, raising 
questions about why they would go to such 
lengths when they could do so in large 
cities. 



Council on American-Islamic Relations/AP 


Ali Hassan with his dying 2-year-old son Abdullah in a Sacramento 
hospital. The boy’s Yemeni mother, blocked by the Trump 
administration’s travel ban, has won her fight for a waiver that would 
allow her to travel to California to see her son. 


Yemeni mom wins fight to see dying son 


By Julie Watson 

Associated Press 

All Shaima Swileh wants is to 
give her son one more kiss before 
he dies. 

The Yemeni woman is about 
to get her wish after winning her 
fight for a waiver from the Trump 
administration’s travel ban so she 
can fly to California where her 2- 
year-old son is on life support. 

The State Department granted 
Swileh the waiver on Tuesday 
after lawyers with the Council 
on American-Islamic Relations 
sued this week, ending a yearlong 
battle for the family. Swileh was 
planning to fly to San Francisco 
on Wednesday to see Abdullah at 
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospi¬ 
tal in Oakland. 


“This will allow us to mourn 
with dignity,” the boy’s father, Ali 
Hassan, said in a statement pro¬ 
vided by the Sacramento chapter 
of the Council on American-Is- 
lamic Relations. 

Hassan, who is a U.S. citizen 
and lives in Stockton, brought 
Abdullah to California in the 
fall to get treatment for a genetic 
brain disorder. 

“My wife is calling me every 
day wanting to kiss and hold her 
son for the one last time,” Has¬ 
san said, choking up as he made a 
public plea at a news conference 
Monday, a day before the govern¬ 
ment granted the visa. 

The couple moved to Egypt after 
marrying in war-torn Yemen in 
2016 and had been trying to get a 
visa for Swileh since 2017 so they 


could all move to California. Citi¬ 
zens from Yemen and four other 
mostly Muslim countries, along 
with North Korea and Venezuela, 
are restricted from coming to the 
United States under the travel ban 
enacted under President Donald 
Trump. 

When the boy’s health wors¬ 
ened, the father decided to go 
ahead to California in October to 
get their son help. 

As Swileh and her husband 
fought for a waiver, doctors put 
Abdullah on life support. 

After getting electronic re¬ 
sponses, Hassan started losing 
hope and was considering pull¬ 
ing his son off life support to end 
his suffering. But then a hospital 
social worker reached out to the 
council, which sued Monday. 
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Surgeon general: Vaping puts teens at risk 


By Matthew Perrone 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The govern¬ 
ment’s top doctor is taking aim at 
the best-selling electronic ciga¬ 
rette brand in the U.S., urging 
swift action to prevent Juul and 
similar vaping brands from ad¬ 
dicting millions of teenagers. 

In an advisory Tuesday, Sur¬ 
geon General Jerome Adams said 
parents, teachers, health profes¬ 
sionals and government officials 
must take “aggressive steps” to 
keep children from using e-ciga- 
rettes. Federal law bars the sale 
of e-cigarettes to those under 18. 

For young people, “nicotine is 
dangerous and it can have nega¬ 
tive health effects,” Adams said 
in an interview. “It can impact 
learning, attention and memory, 
and it can prime the youth brain 
for addiction.” 

Federal officials are scram¬ 
bling to reverse a recent explosion 


in teen vaping that public health 
officials fear could undermine 
decades of declines in tobacco 
use. An estimated 3.6 million U.S. 
teens are now using e-cigarettes, 
representing 1 in 5 high school 
students, according to the latest 
federal figures. 

Separate survey results re¬ 
leased Monday showed twice as 
many high school students used 
e-cigarettes this year compared 
to last year. 

E-cigarettes and other vaping 
devices have been sold in the U.S. 
since 2007, growing into a $6.6 
billion business. Most devices 
heat a flavored nicotine solution 
into an inhalable vapor. 

They have been pitched to 
adult smokers as a less-harmful 
alternative to cigarettes, though 
there’s been little research on 
the long-term health effects or 
on whether they help people quit. 
Even more worrisome, a growing 
body of research suggests that 


teens who vape are more likely to 
try regular cigarettes. 

Adams singled out Silicon Val¬ 
ley startup Juul. The company 
leapfrogged over its larger com¬ 
petitors with online promotions 
portraying their small device as 
the latest high-tech gadget. 

The surgeon general’s advisory 
notes that each Juul cartridge, or 
pod, contains as much nicotine as 
a pack of cigarettes. 

Additionally, Adams states that 
Juul’s liquid nicotine mixture 
is specially formulated to give a 
smoother, more potent nicotine 
buzz. That effect poses special 
risks for young people, Adams 
says. 

“We do know that these newer 
products, such as Juul, can pro¬ 
mote dependence in just a few 
uses,” Adams said. 

Juul said in a statement that it 
shares the surgeon general’s goal: 
“We are committed to preventing 
youth access of Juul products.” 



A Massachusetts high school principal displays vaping devices in 
April that had been confiscated from students. The U.S. surgeon 
general says swift action is needed to prevent millions of teenagers 
and adolescents from becoming hooked on Juul and other high- 
nicotine electronic cigarettes. 



Jon Elswick/AP 


Some of the Facebook and Instagram ads linked to a Russian effort to disrupt the American political process and stir up tensions 
around divisive social issues, released by members of the U.S. House Intelligence committee. 


Social media firms face tough fight against trolls 

By Barbara Ortutay 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — It’s a high-stakes game 
of whack-a-mole with no end in sight. 

Social media companies are fighting 
an expensive and increasingly complex 
battle against Russian trolls who are using 
catchy memes, bots and fake accounts to 
influence elections and sow discord in the 
U.S. and beyond. 

This week, two reports released by 
the Senate Intelligence Committee gave 
strong evidence that Moscow’s sweeping 
online disinformation campaign was more 
far-reaching than originally thought, with 
agents working to divide Americans by 
race, religion and ideology and erode trust 
in U.S. institutions. 

It is also clear that the culprits are learn¬ 
ing from one another and quickly adapting 
to sophisticated countermeasures taken 


against them. 

When it comes to election meddling, 
much of the focus for the past two years 
has been on the biggest internet platforms, 
especially Facebook, where agents in Rus¬ 
sia (as well as Iran and elsewhere) have 
used phony accounts to spread fake news 
and divisive messages. 

But the latest reports offer more proof 
that the Russians went beyond the social 
media giant, taking advantage of smaller 
services like Pinterest, Reddit, music apps 
and even the mobile game Pokemon Go. 
Instagram, Facebook’s photo-sharing app, 
was also found to have played a far bigger 
role than previously understood. 

In many ways, the Russian operation 
works like a corporate branding campaign, 
except in this case, the goal is not to sell 
running shoes but to sway elections. On 
Facebook, agents might post links to fake 
news articles, or slogans pitting immi¬ 


grants against veterans or liberals against 
conservatives. 

Many of the posts and memes were not 
incendiary and didn’t contain anything that 
could get them promptly banned from so¬ 
cial networks for violating their standards 
against hate speech or nudity, for example. 
Instead, they looked like the ordinary sorts 
of things regular people might share on 
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 

Caught off guard by Russian meddling 
in the 2016 U.S. elections, giants like Face- 
book, Google and Twitter have thrown mil¬ 
lions of dollars, tens of thousands of people 
and what they say are their best technical 
efforts into fighting fake news, propaganda 
and hate. 

They are using artificial intelligence to 
root out fake accounts or to identify bots 
that post divisive content. 

Of course, malicious actors are learning 
to sidestep these countermeasures. 


Court halts 
NY ban on 
nunchucks 

By Deepti Hajela 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A 1974 New York state 
ban on nunchucks that was put into place 
over fears that youth inspired by martial 
arts movies would create widespread may¬ 
hem is unconstitutional under the Second 
Amendment, a federal court has ruled. 

Judge Pamela Chen issued her rul¬ 
ing Friday in a Brooklyn federal court on 
the martial arts weapon made famous by 
Bruce Lee. 

The plaintiff, James Maloney, started his 
legal quest after being charged with pos¬ 
session of nunchucks in his home in 2000. 
He initially filed a complaint in 2003, and 
appealed all the way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court when the case went against him. The 
Supreme Court in 2010 remanded the case 
back down to be reconsidered in light of a 
Second Amendment decision it had made 
in another case, and Maloney filed an 
amended complaint later that year. 

Maloney had been focused on getting 
the part of the law overturned that banned 
nunchucks, two rigid rods connected at 
one end by a chain or rope, even in private 
homes. 

In her ruling, Chen said the court couldn’t 
simply take that part out, and ruled that 
the state’s law as it pertained to possess¬ 
ing nunchuks as well as to manufacturing, 
transporting or disposing of them was in 
violation of the Second Amendment. 

Maloney, a professor at the State Univer¬ 
sity of New York’s Maritime College, said 
some of his motivation was outrage. “How 
could a state simply ban any and all pos¬ 
session of a weapon that had a long and 
proud history as a martial-arts weapon, 
with recreational, therapeutic and self-de¬ 
fense utility,” he said. 

Maloney also wanted to teach a form of 
martial art using nunchucks that he cre¬ 
ated, which he calls “Shafan Ha Lavan” to 
his sons, the ruling said. 



















Page 14 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, December 20,2018 


NATION _ 

Elon Musk unveils first loop' tunnel for cars 



Robyn Beck/A P 


Elon Musk, co-founder and chief executive officer of Tesla Inc., arrives in a modified 
Tesla Model X electric vehicle during an unveiling event for The Boring Company 
Hawthorne test tunnel in Hawthorne, Calif., on Tuesday. 


By Amanda Lee Myers 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Elon Musk unveiled 
his underground transportation tunnel on 
Tuesday, allowing reporters and invited 
guests to take some of the first rides in the 
revolutionary albeit bumpy subterranean 
tube — the tech entrepreneur’s answer to 
what he calls “soul-destroying traffic.” 

Guests boarded Musk’s Tesla Model S 
and rode along Los Angeles-area surface 
streets about a mile away to what’s known 
as O’Leary Station. The station, smack dab 
in the middle of a residential neighbor¬ 
hood — “basically in someone’s backyard,” 
Musk says — consists of a wall-less eleva¬ 
tor that slowly took the car down a wide 
shaft, roughly 30 feet below the surface. 

The sky slowly fell away and the surpris¬ 
ingly narrow tunnel emerged. 

“We’re clear,” said the driver, who sped 
up and zipped into the tunnel when a red 
track light turned green, making the tube 
look like something from space or a dance 
club. 

The car jostled significantly during the 
ride, which was bumpy enough to give one 
reporter motion sickness while another 
yelled, “Woo!” 

Musk described his first ride as “epic.” 

“For me it was a eureka moment,” he told 
a room full of reporters. “I was like, ‘This 
thing is going to damn well work.’ ” 

He said the rides are bumpy now be¬ 
cause “we kind of ran out of time” and 
there were some problems with the speed 
of his paving machine. 

“It’ll be smooth as glass,” he said of fu¬ 
ture systems. “This is just a prototype. 
That’s why it’s a little rough around the 
edges.” 

Later in the day. Musk emerged from 
the tunnel himself inside one of his cars. 
He high-fived guests and pumped his fists 
in the air before delivering a speech in the 
green glow of the tunnel about the technol¬ 
ogy and why it makes sense. 

“Traffic is soul-destroying. It’s like acid 
on the soul,” he said to guests who snacked 
on marshmallow treats and hot dogs and 
hoped for a turn in the tunnel. 


On Tuesday, he explained for the first 
time in detail how the system, which he 
simply calls “loop,” could work on a larger 
scale beneath cities across the globe. Au¬ 
tonomous, electric vehicles could be low¬ 
ered into the system on wall-less elevators, 
which could be placed almost anywhere 
cars can go. The cars would have to be fit¬ 
ted with specially designed side wheels that 
pop out perpendicular to the car’s regular 
tires and run along the tunnel’s track. The 
cost for such wheels would be about $200 
or $300 a car. Musk said. 

A number of autonomous cars would re¬ 
main inside the tunnel system just for pe¬ 
destrians and bicyclists. 

Once on the main arteries of the system, 
every car could run at top speed except 
when entering and exiting. 

“It’s much more like an underground 


highway than it is a subway,” Musk said. 

The cars would have to be autonomous 
to work in the system but not Teslas spe¬ 
cifically, and they would have to be electric 
because of the fumes from gas. Musk said. 

The demo rides were considerably slow¬ 
er — 40 mph — than what Musk says the 
future system will run at: 150 mph. Still, 
it took only three minutes to go just over a 
mile from the beginning to the end of the 
tunnel, the same amount of time it took to 
accomplish a right-hand turn out of the 
parking lot and onto a surface street even 
before the height of Los Angeles’ notorious 
rush-hour traffic. 

Tuesday’s reveal comes almost two 
years to the day since Musk announced on 
Twitter that “traffic is driving me nuts” 
and he was “going to build a tunnel boring 
machine and just start digging.” 


“I am actually going to do this,” he added 
in response to initial skepticism. Soon after, 
he began The Boring Company, tongue in 
cheek intentional. 

For the privately funded test tunnel. 
Musk acquired a tunnel-boring machine 
that had been used in a San Francisco Bay 
Area project and put it down a shaft in a 
parking lot at the SpaceX headquarters. 

Musk dismissed concerns such as the 
noise and disruption of building the tun¬ 
nels, saying that when workers bored 
through the end of the test tunnel the peo¬ 
ple in the home 20 feet away “didn’t even 
stop watching TV.” 

“The footsteps of someone walking past 
your house will be more noticeable than 
a tunnel being dug under your house,” he 
said. 

The Boring Company canceled its plans 
for another test tunnel on Los Angeles’ 
west side last month after a neighborhood 
coalition filed a lawsuit expressing con¬ 
cerns about traffic and disruptions from 
trucks hauling out dirt during the boring 
process. 

However, Steve Davis, head of The Bor¬ 
ing Company, said the interest in the tunnel 
systems has been significant — anywhere 
from five to 20 calls a week from various 
municipalities and stakeholders. 

One project Musk is planning on, known 
as the Dugout Loop, would take Los Ange¬ 
les baseball fans to Dodger Stadium from 
one of three subway stations. Another 
would take travelers from downtown Chi¬ 
cago to O’Hare International Airport. Both 
projects are in the environmental review 
phase. 

Musk said he thinks the Chicago proj¬ 
ect has the most potential to open soonest 
and that he’s hoping an extensive network 
opens in Los Angeles before the city hosts 
the 2028 Olympics. 

“Wouldn’t it be incredible if you could 
travel around LA, New York, D.C., Chicago, 
Paris, London — anywhere — at 150 mph?” 
Musk said. “That’d be phenomenal.” 


Grocery chain begins making 
deliveries with driverless vehicles 



Brian Skoloff/AP 


An autonomous vehicle called an R1 created to deliver groceries is 
displayed outside a Fry’s grocery store, which is owned by Kroger 
Co., in Scottsdale, Ariz., on Tuesday. 


By Cathy Bussewitz 
Associated Press 

The nation’s largest grocery 
chain stepped into the driverless 
delivery market Tuesday, bring¬ 
ing milk, eggs and other items to 
a customer’s home in a vehicle 
with nobody at the wheel. 

Although limited to deliver¬ 
ing within about a mile of one 
Arizona supermarket owned by 
Kroger Co., it represents the lat¬ 
est step for industries trying to 
lower delivery costs of everyday 
items and those trying to launch 
self-driving cars on public roads. 

Tuesday’s delivery arrived at 
Shannon Baggett’s house in the 
Phoenix suburb of Scottsdale. She 
was already receiving groceries 
weekly from larger, manned self¬ 
driving vehicles that the compa¬ 
ny Nuro developed and launched 
in August. She said it was surreal 
to see nobody in the car bringing 
her milk, eggs and strawberries. 

“It was very cool to see it pull 
up. It was a lot smaller than I 
thought it would be,” Baggett 


said. “I told my husband, ‘We just 
got our groceries delivered by a 
robot.’” 

But Tuesday’s launch also high¬ 
lighted some of the many chal¬ 
lenges still ahead for autonomous 
vehicles: One of the compact cars 
didn’t drive as planned at a media 
demonstration because of a dead 
battery and had to be pushed up a 
ramp and onto a truck by several 
men. 

Kroger and Nuro, which is 
based in Mountain View, Calif., 
announced Tuesday that they 
would deliver groceries in the 
Scottsdale area, using an au¬ 
tonomous vehicle called the Rl, 
which has no steering wheel and 
no seats for people. 

Nuro will be adding two of its 
completely unmanned Rl vehicles 
to its fleet of manned self-driving 
vehicles that deliver groceries, 
said Dave Ferguson, president 
and co-founder of Nuro. 

When summoned, the Rl will 
travel within a 1-mile radius of 
the Fry’s Food store just east of 


the Phoenix Zoo at speeds up to 
25 miles per hour on residential 
roads but stay clear of main roads 
or highways, according to Pam 
Giannonatti, corporate affairs 
manager at Cincinnati-based 
Kroger’s Fry’s division. 

Customers place an order on 
their smartphone or laptop and 
get a text message when the gro¬ 
ceries are on their way. Another 
message will alert them when the 
delivery is curbside. Once the ve¬ 
hicle arrives, the customer will 
receive a code to punch in to open 
the doors, Giannonatti said. 

Customers will pay a flat fee of 
$5.95 and can request same-day 
or next-day delivery. 

The unmanned delivery vehi¬ 
cles will be followed by a “shad¬ 
ow car,” driven by a person with 
the ability to stop or control it. 
This car is being used in the early 
stages of the program out of cau¬ 
tion and will be phased out, Fer¬ 
guson said. 

“This is not yet at the point 
where in any way it’s economi¬ 


cally better than just sending 
someone out in a car to deliver 
your groceries,” said Bryant 
Walker Smith, a professor at the 
University of South Carolina, who 
teaches about emerging technolo¬ 
gies. “It will probably cost much 
more, and the range is minimal. 


and there are lots of ways it would 
not be a true, commercial-scale, 
viable deployment, but it’s an im¬ 
portant step on that path.” 

Technological hurdles and ap¬ 
prehension have limited attempts 
to deploy fully autonomous vehi¬ 
cles on public streets. 
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Britain to unveil 
its post-Brexit 
immigration plan 



Alastair Grant/AP 

Brexit demonstrators from both sides wave their placards and Uags outside of Parliament in London on 
Tuesday. The government planned to publish plans Wednesday for a post-Brexit immigration system. 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON — With 100 days 
until Britain leaves the Euro¬ 
pean Union, the government was 
publishing long-awaited plans 
Wednesday for a post-Brexit im¬ 
migration system that will end 
free movement of EU citizens to 
the U.K. 

Home Secretary S^id Javid 
said the proposals — Britain’s 
biggest immigration changes in 
more than 40 years — would cre¬ 
ate a “skills-based immigration 
system built around the talent and 
expertise people can bring, rather 
than where they come from.” 

At present, all EU nationals can 
live and work in Britain under the 
bloc’s free-movement rules, but 
that will end after the U.K. leaves 
in March. The government says 
that once a post-Brexit transition 
period ends, the same rules will 
apply to all immigrants regard¬ 


less of where they come from. 

The government is proposing 
no limit on the number of well- 
paid, skilled immigrants who 
can settle in Britain, but curbs on 
“low-skilled” workers. 

The rules will not apply to more 
than 3 million EU citizens cur¬ 
rently living in Britain. The gov¬ 
ernment has said they can stay, 
even if the U.K. leaves the bloc 
without an agreement on future 
relations. 

Immigration was a m^jor factor 
behind Britain’s 2016 vote to leave 
the EU, and Prime Minister The¬ 
resa May has made “taking back 
control of our borders” her key 
Brexit goal. 

But that has put her at odds with 
many business leaders, and some 
members of her own Conservative 
government. 

Big chunks of Britain’s econ¬ 
omy, from agriculture to health 
care, have come to depend on 
European workers — more than 


1 million of whom have moved 
to Britain in the last 15 years. 
Businesses fear that choking off 
the flow of lower-skilled work¬ 
ers could lead to acute employee 
shortages. 

Saffron Cordery, deputy chief 
executive of NHS Providers — an 
umbrella group for Britain’s state- 
funded health care system — said 
the health sector was “deeply 
concerned” about the planned 
changes. 

“High skills does not equal high 
pay,” she told the BBC. 

The government plans suggest 
setting a salary threshold that 
immigrants will have to meet in 


order to be given the right to set¬ 
tle in Britain. A figure of $38,000 
a year, recommended by an inde¬ 
pendent report earlier this year, is 
more than the starting salary for 
nurses, paramedics, junior doc¬ 
tors and many other professions. 

Javid said the “exact thresh¬ 
old” would be decided after public 
consultation. 

He said the plans would seek to 
reduce migration to “more sus¬ 
tainable levels,” but would not set 
a specific target. 

The government hopes the im¬ 
migration plans will be seen as 
a sign that plans for Brexit are 
proceeding apace, but politically 


the process of leaving the EU is 
gridlocked and it remains unclear 
whether lawmakers will approve 
the divorce agreement May’s gov¬ 
ernment has negotiated with the 
EU. 

On Tuesday, the government 
ramped up preparations for the 
possibility that the country could 
crash out of the bloc without a 
deal — putting 3,500 soldiers on 
standby and warning thousands of 
businesses and millions of house¬ 
holds to get ready for disruption. 

The EU was set Wednesday 
to publish documents on its own 
preparations for a no-deal Brexit. 


US reviewing reports of imports 
from forced labor in Chinese camp 



Ng Han Guan/AP 


Residents line up inside the Artux City Vocational Skills Education 
Training Service Center at the Kunshan Industrial Park in western 
China’s Xinjiang region Dec. 3. Across the region, a growing number 
of internment camps have been built, where by some estimates 1 
million Muslims are detained and forc^ to work in manufacturing. 


Court upholds Amsterdam’s 
ban on new tourist stores 


By Martha Mendoza 
AND Yanan Wang 
Associated Press 

BEIJING — The U.S. govern¬ 
ment said Tuesday that it is re¬ 
viewing reports of forced labor 
at a Chinese internment camp 
where ethnic minorities are sew¬ 
ing clothes that have been shipped 
to the U.S. market. 

U.S. Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection said in a statement that re¬ 
porting by The Associated Press 
and other media “for the first 
time appears to link the intern¬ 
ment camps identified in Western 
China to the importation of goods 
produced by forced labor by a 
U.S. company.” 

The AP tracked shipments 
from a factory in a camp in Chi¬ 
na’s far western Xinjiang region 
to Badger Sportswear in North 
Carolina. The company ships 
clothing to universities, colleges 
and schools around the United 
States. 

Experts and a human rights 
organization say that possibly 
as many as 1 million Uighurs, 
Kazakhs and others from pre¬ 
dominantly Muslim groups are 
arbitrarily detained in such 
camps, whose functions range 
from political indoctrination to 
forced labor. 

Following the recent news 
media reports. Badger said that 
it had suspended business with 


Chinese supplier Hetian Taida 
Apparel and was investigating. 

The Washington-based Work¬ 
ers Rights Consortium, which 
has agreements with many edu¬ 
cational institutions to make sure 
the products they sell on campus 
are ethically manufactured, said 
that “forced labor of any kind is 
a severe violation of university 
codes of conduct.” 

The factory was featured on a 
Chinese state television segment 


in October that characterized the 
camp as a vocational training 
center that helps minorities steer 
clear of religious extremism and 
gain employable skills. 

The AP spoke to a dozen former 
detainees and individuals who 
had friends or family in similar 
centers in Xinjiang who said they 
were given no choice but to work 
at factories on site. 

It’s against U.S. law to import 
products of forced labor. 


Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
— The Netherlands’ highest ad¬ 
ministrative court upheld an 
Amsterdam municipality ban on 
new stores in the city’s historic 
heart that sell goods specifically 
to tourists. 

The Council of State ruling 
Wednesday is a victory for the 
Dutch capital’s attempts to rein 
in the negative effects of the huge 
number of visitors crowding its 


Associated Press 

PARIS — Greece violated a 
prohibition on discrimination by 
applying Islamic religious law 
to an inheritance dispute among 
members of the country’s Muslim 
minority, the European Court of 
Human Rights ruled Wednesday. 

The court, based in the eastern 
French city of Strasbourg, ruled 
Greece violated the European 
Convention on Human Rights by 
applying Sharia law in the case, 
under which a Muslim Greek 
man’s will bequeathing all he 
owned to his wife was deemed 
invalid after it was challenged by 
his sisters. 

The man’s widow, Chatitze 


streets. 

The court said that the ban on 
new tourist stores in downtown 
Amsterdam, which went into 
force in October 2017, doesn’t 
breach European Union rules. 

The ban is aimed at halting the 
spread of stores selling products 
such as mementos and cheese 
that cater almost exclusively to 
tourists. The municipality argues 
that they spoil the city for local 
residents. 


Molla Sali, appealed to the Eu¬ 
ropean court in 2014, having lost 
three quarters of her inheritance. 
She argued she had been dis¬ 
criminated against on religious 
grounds as, had her husband not 
been Muslim, she would have 
inherited his entire estate under 
Greek law. 

The European court agreed. It 
has not yet issued a decision on 
what, if any, penalty it will apply 
to Greece. 

“Greece was the only country 
in Europe which, up until the 
material time, had applied Shar¬ 
ia law to a section of its citizens 
against their wishes,” the court 
said in its ruling. 


Rights court rules against 
Greece in Sharia law case 
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The amount a man lost on one of the first legal bets placed at Pittsburgh’s Rivers Casino. 

David Eldridge was one of five people to make a bet during a grand opening last week. Eldridge 
plunked down $10,000 on the New England Patriots over the hometown Pittsburgh Steelers 
on Sunday. The Steelers won, and Eldridge lost. 


Good boy 

Griffin Hawley, 4, a golden retriever service dog, is presented an honorary diploma during the Clarkson University “December Recognition 
Ceremony” in Potsdam, N.Y, on Saturday. Griffin's owner, Brittany Hawley, 25, who uses a wheelchair, also received a graduate degree in 
Occupational Therapy. Both attended 100 percent of their classes together. Inset photo: Griffin gets a congratulatory hug from his owner. 



Cat, recipient of $19K 
kidney transplant, dies 


more cat who received a $19,000 
kidney transplant just over a year 
ago has died. 

Stanley the cat’s owner, Betsy 
Boyd, told The Baltimore Sun 
she made the decision to put 
him to sleep Friday. She said he 
became ill a few weeks ago, and 
was then diagnosed with peritoni¬ 
tis, a severe inflammation of the 
abdomen. 

The newspaper had profiled 
Stanley and Boyd in March, re¬ 
porting she spent 41 percent of 
her salary on Stanley’s trans¬ 
plant. The newspaper reported 
this week that in total, Boyd 
has invested around $30,000 in 
Stanley. 

She has five other cats, includ¬ 
ing Stanley’s kidney donor, whom 
she adopted. 

Diner finds pearl in his 
lunch at oyster bar 

lyW NEW YORK —Mucky 
1 diner said he happened 
upon a pearl while eating an oys¬ 
ter dish at a famous New York 
City restaurant. 

Rick Antosh, 66, was at lunch 
with a friend and ordered his 
usual at the Grand Central Oys¬ 
ter Bar on Dec. 5 — a $14.75 pan 
roast, which includes six oysters. 
Antosh told the New York Post 
that he felt a small object rolling 
around his mouth after diving 
into the dish, and feared he had 
damaged a tooth. 

The Edgewater, N.J., resident 
said it turned out to be a pea-sized 
pearl. 

Teen shot by troopers 
after fleeing on horse 

I# Q SMITH CENTER 
■ — Authorities said in¬ 

vestigators shot and wounded a 
15-year-old after he attacked a 
woman, fled on horseback and 
then fired on law enforcement in 
Kansas. 

The Kansas Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation said Smith County sheriff’s 
deputies responded to a rural 
home on Saturday where a 66- 
year-old woman reported being 
restrained, beaten and choked. 
She was taken to a hospital. 

The bureau said the teen fled 
on horseback. Kansas High¬ 
way Patrol troopers later found 
the armed teen and spent a few 
hours trying to apprehend him. 
Investigators say the teen fired at 
troopers, and two of the troopers 
returned fire, striking the teen. 

He was flown to a Nebraska 
hospital. 

Garbage piles up after 
trash plant breakdown 

HARTFORD — Equip- 
I ment failures at a 
Connecticut garbage plant are 
causing trash to pile up. 

The Hartford Courant report¬ 
ed a regional trash facility in 
Hartford has been unable to burn 
refuse for weeks and has been 
hauling garbage out of state at a 
high cost. 

The South Meadows facility 
collects trash and recycling from 


dozens of area communities and 
converts it into electricity. 

Thomas Kirk, head of the 
state’s Materials Innovation and 
Recycling Authority, said it could 
take until mid-January to get at 
least one of two out-of-commis- 
sion turbines back online. 

Man with 16 DUIs 
gets prison time 

EAU CLAIRE — A 
WW I Wisconsin man with 16 
drunken driving convictions in 
three states is headed to prison. 

Bradley Armstrong, 63, of Eau 
Claire, was sentenced Friday to 
four years in state prison to be fol¬ 
lowed by three years of extended 
supervision. 

Judge John Manydeeds told 
Armstrong that he was a danger¬ 
ous person and that the number of 
convictions was “staggering.” He 
said Armstrong needs to be off 
the streets to protect the public. 

Armstrong has drunken driv¬ 
ing convictions dating to 1989 
in Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
Massachusetts. 


Baby Jesus once again 
stolen from mangers 

T|y KINGSPORT — Two 
I baby Jesus figurines 
have once again been snatched 
from their Tennessee mangers. 

One city’s downtown Nativity 
scene has lost its baby Jesus for 
the second year in a row. After the 
figure’s theft last year, the people 
responsible for the Nativity scene 
on Kingsport’s Church Circle 
tethered the figure to the display. 

But the Kingsport Times-News 
cited a Kingsport police report 
that says it nonetheless “appears 
someone was able to steal Jesus” 
Friday night or Saturday morn¬ 
ing. The figure had an estimated 
value of $1,200 and had been on 
display for less than a week. 

Police: Man tried to pay 
for meal with pot 

PI PORT ST. LUCIE — Po- 
r L lice in Florida said a 
23-year-old man went through a 
McDonald’s drive-thru and tried 
to pay for his order with a bag of 


marijuana. 

News outlets reported Port St. 
Lucie police said the fast food 
worker denied the trade and An¬ 
thony Andrew Gallagher drove 
off, only to return again a short 
time later. Police arrested him on 
charges of marijuana possession 
and driving under the influence. 

Police were alerted to Gallagh¬ 
er’s offer early Sunday morning 
and got a description of him from 
the worker. 

Dogs find woman who 
crashed into ravine 

||i|Q VICKSBURG — Sev- 
I w I eral dogs in Vicks¬ 
burg are credited with finding a 
woman who had crashed into a ra¬ 
vine and been reported missing. 

The Vicksburg Post reported 
Monday that Blackie, Spottie and 
a third dog heard Corrine Palm¬ 
er, 76, crying for help. Warren 
County sheriff’s office reports 
say Palmer didn’t attend an ap¬ 
pointment that morning and was 
reported missing. 

She had failed to drive around 


a curve, and her car flipped into a 
40-foot deep ravine. She was able 
to get out of the car, but couldn’t 
scale the sides of the ravine. 

Vicksburg Police Lt. Johnnie 
Edwards said he was searching 
for Palmer and noticed the dogs 
gathered at the ravine. 

Police: Teen wrecks 
stolen U-Haul in chase 

I A GRETNA — Police in 
the New Orleans area 
said a teenager driving a stolen 
U-Haul pickup truck led officers 
on a chase that ended in a six-ve¬ 
hicle crash. 

News outlets cited New Orleans 
police spokesman Juan Barnes 
and Gretna police Operations 
Commander Russell Lloyd as 
saying no one was seriously in¬ 
jured. Lloyd said the 17-year-old 
boy was arrested after the pur¬ 
suit Sunday afternoon. 

Lloyd said the stolen truck was 
spotted via crime recognition 
cameras, and that the driver fled 
when a Gretna officer tried to 
stop it. 

From wire reports 
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Bullock’s Oscars host solution: Call on random actors 


By John Carucci 

Associated Press 

Sandra Bullock has an impromptu idea for 
how to solve the Oscars host problem, and it in¬ 
volves a lot of improvisation. 

The Oscar-winning actress told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Monday at a screening of her new 
film “Bird Box “ that she thinks random actors 
should be pulled out of the audience and read 
what’s on the teleprompter to cover a segment 
of the show. 

Organizers “don’t even have to tell them it’s 
happening. Just put up the teleprompter, and go, 
‘it’s your turn,’” Bullock said. “You’re an actor; 
figure it out.” 


Bullock says it’s a genius solution that every¬ 
one in the room is perfectly suited to handle. 
Well, almost everyone — Bullock says she’s not 
attending next year’s ceremony, but would par¬ 
ticipate in her idea if she was. 

No host for February’s Academy Awards has 
been announced since Kevin Hart backed out of 
emcee duties earlier this month over backlash to 
homophobic tweets from years ago. 

Bullock’s idea relied on a bit of improvisation. 
She told the AP, “I just pulled that out of my butt. 
It’s amazing.” 

By the end of the red carpet for “Bird Box,” 
it already had the support of some of Bullock’s 
co-stars. 

“I don’t think we need a host anymore, man. 


‘Aquaman’ director James Wan says he embraced DC Comics 
character’s campy qualities to make already-successful film 


By Jen Yamato 
Los Angeles Times 

J ust 48 hours ago, James Wan says, he was 
climbing the steep and winding steps of the 
Great Wall of China — a relatively relaxing 
exercise compared with the 14-hour-a-day, 
seven-days-a-week pace he’d been grinding away 
at for the past three months to cross the finish 
line with “Aquaman,” the sixth film in Warner 
Bros.’ $3.8 billion DC Extended Universe treasure 
chest. 

Today, Wan, 41, can take a moment to mar¬ 
vel over the whirlwind journey that’s taken him 
around the world and back in a matter of days. 

“Filmmaking — the actual creative filmmaking 
— is only 40 or 50 percent of the process of mak¬ 
ing a movie in Hollywood,” says Wan. “The other 
50-60 percent is navigating the big machinery of 
making these films.” 

That journey still has a big hurdle to clear when 
“Aquaman,” starring Jason Momoa in a fresh 
spin on the aquatically gifted DC Comics super¬ 
hero, opens Friday. It’s already off to a strong 
start in China, where the film, made for a reported 
$200 million, has outgrossed all previous DC titles 
— and most of the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
— in one week. 

Wan soon will be able to wind down from the 
wave he’s been riding for the last 2 Vi years. 

“When the movie comes out, that’s when I’ll re¬ 
ally go, whether people like it or not, ‘It’s out of my 
hands,’ ” he says with a smile. 

The globe-trotting epic adventure, much of 
which is set beneath the sea among fantastically 
detailed ocean civilizations, with actors filmed 
“dry for wet” to create the illusion of being under¬ 
water, required an army of crew, artists and tech¬ 
nicians to piece together. 


Wan estimates that no shot has gone untouched 
by special effects. Each floating wisp of hair, every 
spray of bubbles must be perfect, because even the 
tiny details help maintain the surreal credibility of 
the impossible world he’s built. 

It was only 15 years ago that the Malaysian- 
born, Australian-grown filmmaker arrived in 
LA toting a seven-minute horror short made for 
$5,000 with filmmaker buddy Leigh Whannell. 
From those humble beginnings exploded “Saw,” 
the low-budget, $100 million box-office horror hit 
that launched both a franchise and Wan’s career. 

The filmmaker has since established himself 
as Hollywood’s go-to master of frights as the di¬ 
rector and producer behind the “Saw,” “Insidi¬ 
ous” and “Conjuring” franchises. He stepped in to 
helm “Furious 7,” leading a grief-stricken cast and 
crew to complete the action sequel in honor of Paul 
Walker after the actor’s death, and set up his own 
production company. Atomic Monster, at Warner 
Bros.’ New Line Cinema. 

And then came the chance to direct “Aquaman.” 
There was plenty to the project that enticed Wan to 
join Warner Bros.’ DC franchise. 

“The fact that Aquaman has never been seen on 
the big screen — you had that one shot of him in 
‘Batman v Superman’ — was exciting,” says Wan. 
“But let’s face it: There are so many superhero 
movies out there, and it seems like the market¬ 
place is just full of superhero characters and films. 
If I were to go and make a movie like that, I needed 
it to feel unique.” 

Wan readily says there are certain camp quali¬ 
ties native to the classic Aquaman, writ in the com¬ 
ics as a dashing blond super-merman with a dash 
of retro fantasy futurism. The trick, says Wan, was 
to lean into it. 

“He’s a guy that has been made fun of so much,” 
he says. “He’s been the butt of superhero jokes for 
the longest time. You kind of have to embrace it.” 


Marshall, best known for 
‘Laverne,’ directing, dies 


I really believe it should be a show that we just 
do,” Lil Rel Howery said. “Maybe if you can get 
celebrities to do some really funny sketches in¬ 
stead of one person. Something fun.” 

Actor BD Wong said if anyone can pull off 
Bullock’s idea, it’s her. 

“She’s got tons of good ideas. First of all, 
she’s the life of every party,” Wong said. 

“I would just give her the gig to figure 
out how to organize it because she 
would be the person to figure out how 
to do it.” 

The Oscars will be held Feb. 24. 

Sandra Bullock 

Charles Sykes, Invision/AP 


3f all, 

'(2 


Jordan Strauss, 
Invision/AP 


By Jake Coyle 
Associated Press 

Penny Marshall was typically 
self-effacing whenever her broth¬ 
er, the late filmmaker Garry 
Marshall, proudly boasted that 
his sister was the first female 
director to direct a $100 million 
box-office hit. 

“They didn’t give ME the 
money,” Marshall joked in 2012 
to The New Yorker. 

Marshall, the “Laverne & Shir¬ 
ley” star who reinvented herself as 
a trailblazing Hollywood director 
of smash-hit comedies “Big” and 
“A League of Their Own,” usu¬ 
ally let others do the bragging for 
her. Marshall died Monday night 
at her Los Angeles home due to 
complications from diabetes, said 
Michelle Bega, a spokeswoman 
for the Marshall family. 

In “Laverne & Shirley,” among 
television’s biggest hits for much 
of its eight-season run between 
1976-83, the nasal-voiced, Bronx- 
born Marshall starred as La¬ 
verne DeFazio alongside Cindy 
Williams as a pair of blue-collar 
roommates toiling on the assem¬ 
bly line of a Milwaukee brewery. 
A spinoff of “Happy Days,” the 
series was the rare network hit 
about working-class characters, 
and its self-empowering opening 
song (“Give us any chance, we’ll 
take it / Read us any rule, we’ll 
break it”) foreshadowed Mar¬ 
shall’s own path as a pioneering 
female filmmaker in the male- 
dominated movie business. 

“Almost everyone had a theory 
about why ‘Laverne & Shirley’ 
took off,” Marshall wrote in her 
2012 memoir “My Mother Was 
Nuts.” ‘’I thought it was simply 
because Laverne and Shirley 
were poor and there were no 
poor people on TV, but there were 
plenty of them sitting at home and 
watching TV.” 

Marshall directed several 
episodes of “Laverne & Shirley,” 
which her older brother, the late 
filmmaker-producer Garry Mar¬ 
shall, created. Those episodes 
helped launch Marshall as a film¬ 
maker. When Whoopi Goldberg 
clashed with director Howard 
Zieff, she brought in Marshall to 
direct “Jumpin’ Jack Flash,” the 
1986 comedy starring Goldberg. 

“Jumpin’ Jack Flash” did fair 
business, but Marshall’s next 
film, “Big,” was a mqjor success. 
The 1988 comedy, starring Tom 


Hanks, is about a 12-year-old boy 
who wakes up in the body of a 
30-year-old New York City man. 
The film, which earned Hanks an 
Oscar nomination, grossed $151 
million worldwide, or about $320 
million accounting for inflation. 

Marshall reteamed with Hanks 
for “A League of Their Own,” the 
1992 comedy about the women’s 
profession¬ 
al baseball 
league begun 
during World 
War 11. That, 
crossed 
$100 mil¬ 
lion, making 
$107.5 million 
domestically. 
More than 
in 1990 any other 
films, “A 
League of Their Own” and “Big” 
ensured Marshall’s stamp on the 
late ’80s, early ’90s. The piano 
dance scene in FAO Schwartz in 
“Big” became iconic. Hanks’ rep¬ 
rimand from “A League of Their 
Own” — “There’s no crying in 
baseball!” — remains quoted on 
baseball diamonds everywhere. 

In between “Big” and “A 
League of Their Own,” Marshall 
made the Oliver Sacks adaptation 
“Awakenings,” with Robin Wil¬ 
liams and Robert De Niro. The 
medical drama became only the 
second film directed by a woman 
nominated for best picture. 

Carole Penny Marshall was 
born Oct. 15, 1943, in the Bronx. 
Her mother, Marjorie Marshall, 
was a dance teacher, and her fa¬ 
ther, Anthony, made industrial 
films. Her mother’s caustic wit — 
a m^or source of material and of 
pain in Marshall’s memoir — was 
formative. 

During college at the Univer¬ 
sity of New Mexico, Marshall 
met Michael Henry, whom she 
married briefly for two years and 
with whom she had a daughter, 
Tracy. Marshall would later wed 
the director Rob Reiner, a mar¬ 
riage that lasted from 1971 to 
1981. Tracy, who took the name 
Reiner, became an actress. 

Marshall’s brother Garry, al¬ 
ready established as a writer, 
coaxed Marshall to move out to 
Los Angeles in 1967. She studied 
acting while supporting herself 
as a secretary — a role she would 
later play on “Happy Days.” 
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Google hit with complaint over kids' apps 


By Michael Liedtke 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Nearly 
two dozen consumer, privacy 
and public health groups are 
urging U.S. regulators to investi¬ 
gate whether children are being 
endangered by deceptive apps 
in Google’s app store for smart¬ 
phones running on its Android 
software. 

The 102-page complaint 
filed Wednesday with the Fed¬ 
eral Trade Commission alleges 
Google’s Play store is harming 
kids by allowing apps that break 
privacy laws, contain adult con¬ 
tent or include manipulative ad¬ 
vertising in a section of its Play 
store designed for children. 

The call for FTC action is being 


led by two groups, the Campaign 
for a Commercial-Free Childhood 
and the Center for Digital De¬ 
mocracy, that have previously at¬ 
tacked Google’s approach to kids. 
In April, they asked the FTC to 
crack down on Google’s YouTube 
video site for alleged violations of 
children’s online privacy. 

Twenty other groups, including 
Consumer Action, Public Citizen 
and the U.S. Public Interest Re¬ 
search Group, joined in the latest 
complaint. 

Google issued a statement em¬ 
phasizing its commitment to pro¬ 
tecting children while they are 
online — one of the reasons the 
company says it prohibits target¬ 
ed advertising at children under 
13. 

“We take these issues very se¬ 


riously and continue to work hard 
to remove any content that is in¬ 
appropriately aimed at children 
from our platform,” Google said. 

More than 2 billion devices 
worldwide are powered by Google 
software, with a significant num¬ 
ber of those being used by minors. 
The complaint focuses on alleged 
misconduct under U.S. laws and 
regulations. 

The attempt to pressure the 
FTC to open an investigation 
comes amid an intensifying back¬ 
lash against Google, Facebook 
and other companies that make 
most of their money by using their 
free services to track people’s in¬ 
terests and whereabouts and then 
mining that information to sell 
ads targeted at them. 

The angst has raised the spec- 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — European Union 
officials have agreed to ban 
some single-use plastics, such 
as disposable cutlery, plates and 
straws, in an effort to cut marine 
pollution. 

Representatives from the EU’s 
28 member states and the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament said Wednesday 
they’re following a recommenda¬ 
tion made earlier this year by the 
bloc’s executive branch. 

Once the ban is formally ap¬ 
proved, countries will have two 
years to implement it. 

The measure will also affect 
plastic cotton buds, drink stir¬ 
rers, balloon sticks and single¬ 
use plastic and polystyrene food 
and beverage containers. 

The EU also wants to increase 


ter of Congress drawing up 
tougher regulations to curb the 
tech industry’s power and restrict 
its ability to compile digital dos¬ 
siers about the people who have 
become increasingly dependent 
on its services. 

Rep. David Cicilline, a Demo¬ 
crat from Rhode Island who has 
been critical of Google, issued a 
statement supporting the groups 
seeking an FTC investigation as 
did Sen. Tom Udall, a Democrat 
from New Mexico. 

“It is past time for the Federal 
Trade Commission to crack down 
to protect children’s privacy,” 
Udall said in a statement. 

Although the FTC doesn’t 
typically comment on whether 
it will investigate issues raised 
in complaints, it has punished 


the use of recycled plastic and 
reduce the amount of tiny plas¬ 
tic particles released from wet 
wipes, cigarette stubs and other 
items. 

There is growing concern about 
the accumulation of so-called mi¬ 
croplastics in the oceans. 


MARKET WATCH 


Dec. 18, 2018 

Dow Jones 82.66 

industrials 23,675.64 

Nasdaq 30.18 

composite 6,783.91 

Standard & o.22 

Poor’s 500 2,546.16 



both Google and Apple for what it 
deemed to be child exploitation in 
the past. 

In 2014, it reached a settle¬ 
ment requiring Google to refund 
$19 million for allowing apps 
distributed through its store to 
charge children for purchases 
made without parents’ consent. 
That came after a similar agree¬ 
ment required Apple to refund 
$32.5 million for in-app purchas¬ 
es made on iPhones, iPads and 
other devices without parents’ 
permission. 


1 EXCHANGE RATES 1 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 20). 

Doilar buys (Dec. 20). 

British pound (Dec. 20). 

Japanese yen (Dec. 20). 

South Korean won (Dec. 20). 

Commercial rate 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.1703 

.€0.8545 

.$1.29 

.110.00 

.1,098.00 

..0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Doilar). 

.$1.2668 

. 1.3436 

China (Yuan). 

.6.8911 

Denmark (Krone). 

. 6.5335 

Euro.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!'$T.i43b/o'.8749 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

. 282.05 

.3.7533 

.112.21 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

.0.3041 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

. 8.6733 

.53.00 

.3.75 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

.3.7522 

. 1.3686 

. 1,123.33 

.0.9914 

Turkey (Lira). 5.2694 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 

INTEREST RATES 

Prime rate 

5 25 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate... 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 

2 75 

.2.19 

2 32 

3 08 


EU officials agree on single-use plastics ban 



Matt Dunham/AP 


Plastic bottles and other plastics including a mop, lie washed up 
on the north bank of the River Thames in London. European Union 
officials agreed on Wednesday to ban some single-use plastics. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



Philippine 

Sea 


'^Okinawa . 
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 































Thursday, December 20,2018 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 19 


SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 


Mobile • Online • Print 
















































































Page 20 




Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, December 20,2018 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher 
Lt. Col. Sean Klimek, Europe commander 
Lt. Col. Richard McClintiC, Pacific commander 
Harry Eley, Europe Business Operations 

EDITORIAL 

Terry Leonard, Editor 

leonard.terry@stripes.com 

Robert H. Reid, Senior Managing Editor 

reid.robert@stripes.com 

Tina Croley, Managing Editor tor Content 

croley.tina@stripes.com 

Sean Moores, Managing Editor tor Presentation 
moores.sean@stripes.com 

Joe Gromelski, Managing Editor tor Digital 

gromelski.joe@stripes.com 

BUREAU STAFF 

Europe/Mideast 

Erik Slavin, Europe & Mideast Bureau Chief 
slavin.erik@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9350; DSN (314)583.9350 

Pacific 

Aaron Kidd, Pacific Bureau Chief 
kidd.aaron@stripes.com 

+81.42.552.2511 ext. 88380; DSN (315)227.7380 

Washington 

Joseph Cacchioli, Washington Bureau Chief 

cacchioli.ioseph@stripes.com 

(+l)(202)886-0033 

Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News 
bowers.brian@stripes.com 

CIRCULATION 

Mideast 

XSSCirculation@stripes.com 
DSN (314)583.9111 

Europe 

Memberservices@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111; DSN (314)583.9111 

Pacific 

Mari Mori, customerhelp@stripes.com 
+81-3 6385.3171; DSN (315)229.3171 

CONTACT US 

Washington 

tel: (+1)202.886.0005 

633 3rd St. NW, Suite 116, Washington, DC 20001-3050 

Reader letters 

letters@stripes.com 

Additional contacts 

stripes.com/contactus 

OMBUDSMAN 

Tobias Naegele 

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the free flow 
of news and information, reporting any attempts by the 
military or other authorities to undermine the newspaper’s 
independence. The ombudsman also responds to concerns 
and questions from readers, and monitors coverage 
for fairness, accuracy, timeliness and balance. The 
ombudsman welcomes comments from readers, and can 
be contacted by email at naegele.tobias@stripes.com, or 
by phone at 202.761.0900. 


Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published week¬ 
days (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents Monday 
through Thursday and for $1 on Friday by Pacific Stars and 
Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP 96301-5002. Periodicals 
postage paid at San Francisco, CA, Postmaster: Send 
address changes to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, 
APO AP 96301-5002. 

This newspaper is authorized by the Department of 
Defense for members of the military services overseas. 
However, the contents of Stars and Stripes are unofficial, 
and are not to be considered as the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. government. As a DOD newspaper. 
Stars and Stripes may be distributed through official chan¬ 
nels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote 
locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication does 
not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense 
or Stars and Stripes of the products or services advertised. 
Products or services advertised shall be made available for 
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor 
of the purchaser, user or patron. 

© Stars an(i Stripes 2018 

stripes com 


OPINION _ 

Russia used web to perfect its dark arts 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
magine American politics for a mo¬ 
ment as a laboratory experiment. 
A foreign adversary (let’s call it 
“Russia”) begins to play with the sub¬ 
jects, using carrots and sticks to condition 
their behavior. The adversary develops 
tools to dial up anger and resentment inside 
the lab bubble, and even recruits unwitting 
accomplices to perform specific tasks. 

This 21st-century political dystopia 
isn’t drawn from a “spec script” that just 
landed in Hollywood. It’s a summary of 
two reports on Russia’s Internet Research 
Agency published this week by the Senate 
Intelligence Committee. The studies de¬ 
scribe a sophisticated, multi-level Russian 
effort to use every available tool of our open 
society to create resentment, mistrust and 
social disorder. 

For a century, Russian intelligence 
agents have been brilliant at creating false 
fronts and manipulating opposition groups. 
Now, thanks to the internet, they seem to 
be perfecting these dark arts. 

Even as it meddles abroad, the Kremlin 
has just introduced new legislation to block 
its own information space from foreign 
penetration. Under the new law, reported 
this week, Russia could control all internet 
and message traffic into the country, block 
any anonymous websites and, in a crisis, 
manage the Russian web from a central 
command point. 

Put the two halves of Russian behav¬ 
ior together and you have a portrait of 
the modern information-war battlespace, 
as conceived by Moscow: a wide-open 
America (and Europe, too) that can be 
manipulated by orchestrated propaganda 
campaigns that exploit every racial, ethnic 
and political division; and a closed-off Rus¬ 


sia, where the authorities can muzzle any 
hint of dissent. 

The machinations of the Internet Re¬ 
search Agency were first detailed in a Feb¬ 
ruary indictment of 13 Russian operatives 
by special counsel Robert Mueller. Now, 
we have a detailed narrative of the breadth 
and depth of the Russian meddling effort. 

But, please, let’s stop calling it “med¬ 
dling.” This was a covert-action campaign, 
bringing Russia’s legendary intelligence 
skills into a new millennium. The story is 
laid out in chilling detail in a 46-page study 
by the Oxford University Computational 
Propaganda Research Project and a 101- 
page report by a cybersecurity company 
called New Knowledge, both commis¬ 
sioned by the Senate committee. 

The IRA influence campaign began in 
2013 using Twitter, with trial runs in East¬ 
ern Europe, and then broadened. Between 
2015 and 2017, IRA posts on Facebook 
and Instagram were shared by more than 
30 million users, according to the Oxford 
study. 

“Russia’s IRA activities were designed 
to polarize the U.S. public and interfere in 
elections,” the study says, by encouraging 
black voters to boycott elections, pushing 
right-wing voters toward extremism, and 
“spreading sensationalist, conspiratorial 
and other forms of junk political news and 
misinformation.” 

The Russians pushed every button. They 
sought to tap African-American anger with 
“Blacktivist” and “Black Matters” Face- 
book pages. They reached conservatives 
through pages called “Army of Jesus,” 
“Heart of Texas” and “Secured Borders.” 
The list of the IRA’s top-20 Facebook pages 
is a catalog of American rage. 

The New Knowledge report blows the 
cover off these internet operations. It shows 
how Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine were 
depicted as the “Satan Team,” with Clinton 


wearing devil’s horns and Kaine bearing a 
red mark on his forehead. The research¬ 
ers found an image of Jesus wearing a red 
“Make America Great Again” hat. 

Instagram provided a useful platform 
for manipulating younger Americans. Its 
“Blackstagram” account had 303,663 fol¬ 
lowers, “American Veterans” had 215,680, 
“Sincerely Black” had 196,754 and “Rain¬ 
bow Nation” had 156,465, to name the top 
four Instagram pages cited in the New 
Knowledge study. 

Russia’s internet activity wasn’t just 
about fomenting division. The IRA was also 
trying to develop assets who could be used 
in later covert operations. The recruitment 
pitches “included attempts to drive people 
to the streets for events, attempts to get 
people to perform jobs, and more insidious 
attempts to connect with people around 
very personal challenges.” 

Online pitches included invitations to 
those “struggling with the addiction to 
masturbation,” to “any gay/lesbian/trans¬ 
gender teenagers [who] need anyone to 
talk to” or Black Matters followers who 
might be “authors,” “creative people,” “de¬ 
signers,” or “lawyers and legal advocates.” 
The Russians wanted to hook unwitting 
participants for future use. 

“Recruiting an asset by exploiting a 
personal vulnerability ... is a timeless es¬ 
pionage practice. So is the tactic of infil¬ 
trating protest movements,” notes the New 
Knowledge study. “The IRA attempted 
both ... creating an opportunity to black¬ 
mail or manipulate these individuals in the 
future.” 

The internet is a Russian spy’s dream. 
The West’s open, democratic culture makes 
it an easy online target, so long as its citi¬ 
zens are asleep — especially when Russia’s 
own internet space is closed. These fright¬ 
ening studies should be a wake-up call. 


What more could you want in a senator than McSally? 


By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
s resumes go, it’s hard to fathom 
a better fit to fill John McCain’s 
Senate seat than the nation’s first 
female Air Force pilot to fly in 
combat — Rep. Martha McSally, R-Ariz. 

Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey apparently 
thought so, too. On Tuesday, he selected 
McSally to fill the seat until 2020, when 
a special election will be held to fill the 
remaining two years of McCain’s term. 
Assuming she wins and wants to run for 
re-election in 2022, McSally could con¬ 
ceivably spend the better part of the next 
four years running for the seat she’ll oc¬ 
cupy effective Jan. 3, when she’s due to be 
sworn in. 

If your head is swiveling, it may be be¬ 
cause it was just last month that McSally 
lost an election bid for the Senate, when 
she was aiming to replace retiring Repub¬ 
lican Sen. Jeff Flake. Hold on. Sen. Jon 
Kyi, whom Ducey appointed in September 
to fill McCain’s seat, announced last week 
that he’d only stay until the end of the year, 
giving someone else a chance to be in place 
for 2020. 

Thus, McSally, who lost last month in 
a close race to Democratic Rep. Kyrsten 
Sinema, will become her midterm oppo¬ 
nent’s Senate colleague. McSally’s eventual 
rise hasn’t been without pitfalls, including 
opposition earlier this year from McCain’s 
family. McSally, who ran against Sinema 
on a pro-President Donald Trump platform 
(despite previously criticizing the presi¬ 
dent), apparently insulted the family and 
McCain’s memory by failing to acknowl¬ 
edge him when touting legislation that was 


actually named for him — the John S. Mc¬ 
Cain National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2019. It was perceived as 
a low blow, seemingly contrived to mimic 
Trump, who also withheld McCain’s name 
from mention during comments when he 
signed the act into law. 

Upon Ducey’s recommendation, Mc¬ 
Sally recently met with Cindy McCain and 
apologized for her oversight. McCain re¬ 
portedly accepted her apology. 

Other Arizonans may not be so forgiving, 
though these would largely be Democrats 
who just rejected her for the office she’ll 
hold. But nearly 48 percent of voters pre¬ 
ferred McSally and, besides, the governor 
is required by state law to select someone 
belonging to the same party as the person 
whose seat has been vacated. 

Although McSally’s appointment was 
strictly a political calculation — she was 
considered the most likely to hold the seat 
against future challengers — even Ducey 
was initially hesitant. He and his team 
reportedly were upset by McSally’s post¬ 
election analysis, in which she blamed her 
loss on external factors rather than inter¬ 
nal, strategic mistakes. 

Ho-hum. Blah-blah-blah. Such nit-pick¬ 
ery is important if you’re a political opera¬ 
tive or a talk-show host, but most normal 
people are more interested in politicians’ 
human aspect — their stories and experi¬ 
ences — and what they bring to the table. 

McSally brings quite a lot, including that 
rarest of qualities in this town — humility. 
In person, she is almost bashful. At a re¬ 
cent social event we both attended, which 
included a request for each person to intro¬ 
duce themselves with a few autobiographi¬ 
cal notes, McSally’s introduction was the 
shortest. “I’m a pilot and I like dogs,” she 


said. 

Indeed, she does, as many will recall 
from her November concession video, re¬ 
corded with McSally seated on her couch 
with her rescue golden retriever. Boomer, 
who seemed most interested in climbing 
on McSally’s lap. If Boomer didn’t steal all 
hearts, she certainly consolidated the ca¬ 
nine vote. 

In other words, McSally is the antith¬ 
esis of the stereotypical fighter pilot as a 
cocky male sporting a Top Gun attitude. 
This despite having been first in her class 
at the Air War College, serving 26 years 
in the Air Force — including six deploy¬ 
ments to Afghanistan — and retiring as a 
full colonel. 

Seriously, folks, what more do you want 
in a senator? 

If she has signaled too close an align¬ 
ment with Trump, she can’t be accused of 
abandoning her principles. She’s a conser¬ 
vative, to be sure, and her voting record 
in the House reflects this. McSally voted 
favorably for Trump issues 97 percent of 
the time, compared with Sinema’s 63 per¬ 
cent, according to FiveThirtyEight, which 
calculates such things. Further, I suspect 
you’ll find few Republican veterans seek¬ 
ing office who would criticize the com¬ 
mander in chief One notable exception, of 
course, was McCain — a maverick to the 
last. 

He was sui generis and his seat would 
be hard for anyone to fill. But then, there 
aren’t many McSallys out there either. 
With her, the Senate gets a fearless, scrap¬ 
py, humble public servant, one of eight 
Republican women in the Senate and the 
25th in history, who also just happens to be 
single. Needless to say, any potential suit¬ 
ors must love dogs. 
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STARSK^STRIPES. 

Check it out at: strlpes.com/VietnamSO 


It reshaped us and our institutions, particularly the military, altering how 
we fight wars and when and why we choose to fight. 


Stars and Stripes is commemorating the Vietnam War at 60 with articles and a 
special section each year to add context and understanding to the war. 


The Vietnam War changed America in profound ways still not understood 

50 years later. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Office part-timer 
5 Fellow 
8 Border on 

12 Garfield’s pal 

13 “Exodus” hero 

14 Comic Carvey 

15 Lass 

16 Cartoon frame 

17 Battery fluid 

18 “A Streetcar 
Named 
Desire” role 

20 Ice-skating 
figures 

22 Hearing thing 

23 Never, in 
Nuremberg 

24 Beer ingredient 
27 Risque 

32 Swelled head 

33 Scot’s denial 

34 Spanish gold 

35 Bracco of “The 
Sopranos” 

38 Thin nail 
39N.J. neighbor 
40 Actress Joanne 
42 Red-ink amounts 
45 Lament 

49 Tennis great 
Arthur 

50 Ms. Thurman 

52 Actor O’Shea 

53 Voucher 

12-20 CRYPTOQUIP 


54 Buddy 

55 Grade sch. 

56 Blathers 

57 Sturdy tree 

58 Salon jobs 

DOWN 

1 Raiments 

2 Redact 

3 Swampy terrain 

4 Bit of buckshot 

5 Popular pasta 

6 Exist 

7 Cleopatra’s river 

8 Slowly, in music 

9 Single guy 

10 Military group 

11 Tiny amounts 
19 Scale member 
21 Business mag 
24 Actor Gibson 

Answer to 


25 Previously 

26 British peer’s title 

28 Enthusiast 

29 Evaluative 
response 

30 Mouths (Lat.) 

31 Scepter 

36 Puts back 
to zero 

37 Pub order 

38 With “out,” 
depressed 

41 Concerning 

42 Like some 
lingerie 

43 Job-safety org. 

44 Wrestling style 

46 Unctuous 

47 Sheltered 

48 Aliases 
51 Goat’s cry 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE PROBLEM OF 
BEING REALLY BAD AT PLAYING MUSIC UPON 
FIRST SEEING THE SCORE: SLIGHT READING. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals R 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 



buyers with classifieds 


Be aware of the common 
red flags. 



buy sight unseen and have 
through an agent using 



Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


2019. Experience pref 

Call 06158-8239377 or 
email eclemons@hrblock.com 


N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
I9eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

Q 
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BBBD 

Classifieds! J | 



Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


)es.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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For the troops 

Stars and Stripes was a primary source of news 
for the troops at the Front and behind the lines in 
World War II. Although it printed only in the 
European theater during the war, it covered news 
from all theaters. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College basketball 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Buffalo 71, Syracuse 59 
Coll, of Charleston 83, Siena 58 
Georgetown 83, Appalachian St. 73 
Mount St. Mary’s 56, American U. 55 
Providence 73, Aibany (NY) 43 
St. Francis (Pa.) 96, Franciscan 63 
UConn 97, Drexei 65 
Vermont 83, St. Bonaventure 76, 20T 
SOUTH 

Alabama 84, Liberty 75 
Augustana (ill.) 86, Rhodes 42 
BelTarmlne 90, N. Michigan 67 
Chariotte 55, East Carolina 49 
Chicago 86, Transyivania 72 
Ciemson 78, Charieston Southern 51 
Duke 101, Princeton 50 
Eion 76, Kennesaw St. 67 
Florida 71, Mercer 63 
Georgia 81, Oakiand 70 
Georgia Southern 79, Bradiey 74, OT 
Jacksonville St. 64, North Alabama 50 
Louislana-Lafayette 80, McNeese St. 67 
Louisiana-Monroe 95, Nicholls 68 
Murray St. 66, Evansville 64 
New Orleans 90, Williams Baptist 62 
Northwestern St. 84, Louisiana College 64 
Pikeville 109, Great Lakes Christian 62 
South Florida 82, FlU 73 
Stetson 80, UNC Asheville 74 
The Citadel 82, Campbell 76 
UAB 76, Alcorn St. 49 
UNC Greensboro 65, Radford 58 
UT Martin 75, Chattanooga 72 
West Liberty 116, King (Tenn.) 95 
MIDWEST 

Akron 82, Tennessee St. 60 
Bethany Lutheran 89, Central 70 
Butler 76, Presbyterian 67 
Carroll (Wis.) 74, Lakeland 59 
Hope 92, La Roche 87 
Iowa 78, W. Carolina 60 
Kansas 89, South Dakota 53 
Loyola of Chicago 75, Benedictine (III.) 47 
Marquette 92, North Dakota 66 
Missouri 71, Xavier 56 
Notre Dame 69, Binghamton 56 
Ohio St. 75, Youngstown St. 56 
Purdue Fort Wayne 87, lUPUl 77 
Wright St. 78, Morehead St. 67 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas St. 71, Missouri St. 63 
Oklahoma 83, Creighton 70 
Rice 75, Texas Rio Grande Valley 67 
Sam Houston St. 78, Alabama St. 57 
Stephen F. Austin 59, Baylor 58 
Texas A&M-CC 81, Huston-Tlllotson 63 
FAR WEST 

CS Bakersfield 74, Cal Poly 61 
Coll, of Idaho 78, E. Oregon 61 
Denver 76, Montana St. 64 
Gonzaga 89, Texas-Arlington 55 
North Texas 74, New Mexico 65 
Oregon 71, Florida A&M 64 
Oregon Tech 81, Simpson (Cal.) 57 
S. Dakota St. 74, E. Washington 64 
Santa Clara 102, Southern Cal 92, 20T 
Stanford 78, San Jose St. 73 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Bucknell 73, Youngstown St. 68 
Buffalo 75, Dartmouth 69 
Delaware 69, Gardner-Webb 45 
Marist 90, Northeastern 84 
Pittsburgh 60, UNC Wilmington 56 
Robert Morris 64, Delaware St. 63 
West Virginia 72, Morgan St. 37 
SOUTH 

Auburn 84, Coastal Carolina 78 
Belmont Abbey 74, King (Tenn.) 70 
Charlotte 88, Wright St. 85 
Ciemson 68, Marshall 54 
Davidson 83, Presbyterian 56 
E. Kentucky 70, Brescia 41 
Eion 73, NC A&T 64 
Georgia Southern 64, Winthrop 55 
Kentucky 99, W. Carolina 39 
LSU 76, Nicholls 44 
Mercer 85, Howard 70 
Miami (Ohio) 58, Jacksonville St. 41 
Norfolk St. 71, St. Augustine’s 38 
North Carolina 71, Rice 50 
S. Illinois 65, Murray St. 59 
SC-Upstate 71, Brevard 53 
Southern Miss. 84, Blue Mountain 38 
St. Francis (Ind.) 68, Pikeville 65 
Stanford 95, Tennessee 85 
Tennessee Tech 60, UNC Asheville 53 
MIDWEST 

Aurora 73, Alverno 55 
Evansville 56, Austin Peay 52 
Green Bay 81, WIs.-Parkside 32 
Hillsdale 89, Ursuline 84 
Lake Superior St. 87, Alma 69 
Lincoln (Mo.) 73, Upper Iowa 48 
Sioux Falls 94, Dakota St. 40 
Toledo 80, Stony Brook 48 
Xavier 87, Alabama St. 58 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 84, Nebraska 80 
New Mexico St. 67, Texas A&M-CC 65 
Philander Smith 53, Ark.-Pine Bluff 48 
Texas Tech 76, Southern U. 58 

FAR WEST 

Oregon 82, Mississippi St. 74 
Portland 79, Air Force 60 
S. Dakota St. 88, Montana St. 67 
UC Irvine 73, Portland St. 68 
Utah Valley 65, Weber St. 59 


College football 

1 

Pro football 

1 

Deals 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

N.C. A&T 24, Alcorn State 22 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Tulane 41, Loulsiana-Lafayette 24 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Utah State 52, North Texas 13 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Fresno State 31, Arizona State 20 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Georgia Southern 23, Eastern Michigan 21 

New Orleans Bowl 

Appalachian State 45, Middle Tennes¬ 
see 13 

Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
UAB 37, North Illinois 13 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
San Diego State (7-5) vs. Ohio (8-4) 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Marshall (8-4) vs. South Florida (7-5) 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Toledo (7-5) vs. FlU (8-4) 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

Western Michigan (7-5) vs. BYU (6-6) 

Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

Memphis (8-5) vs. Wake Forest (6-6) 

Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Houston (8-4) vs. Army (10-2) 

Dollar General Bowl 


Louisiana Tech (7-5) vs. Hawaii (8-5) 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise State 
(10-3) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Minnesota (6-6) vs. Georgia Tech (7-5) 

Cheez-lt Bowl 
Phoenix 

California (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6) 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Temple (8-4) vs. Duke (7-5) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Miami (7-5) vs. Wisconsin (7-5) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Baylor (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6) 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Purdue (6-6) vs. Auburn (7-5) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

West Virginia (8-3) vs. Syracuse (9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Iowa State (8-4) vs. Washington State 
(10-2) 


Pro baseball 


Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

Florida (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2) 

Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

South Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Arkansas State (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

CFP Semifinal, Notre Dame (12-0) vs. 
Ciemson (13-0) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

CFP Semifinal, Oklahoma (12-1) vs. 
Alabama (13-0) 

Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Virginia Tech (6-6) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6) 

Redbox Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Michigan State (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma State (6-6) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

NC State (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4) 

Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Mississippi State (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn State (9-3) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU (9-3) vs. UCF (12-0) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Washington (10-3) vs. Ohio State (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2) 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Football Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Cotton Bowl winner vs. Orange Bowl 
winner 

Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 26 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


FCS playoffs 


Free agents 

NEW YORK — The 135 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected $17.9 million qualify¬ 
ing offer): 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (2) - Adam Jones, of; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

BOSTON (5) - Joe Kelly, rhp; q-Craig 
Kimbrel, rhp; Ian Kinsler, 2b; Brandon 
Phillips, 2b; Drew Pomeranz, Ihp. 

CHICAGO (4) — Jeanmar Gomez, rhp; 
Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; Hector Santiago, 
Ihp; James Shields, rhp. 

CLEVELAND (8) - Cody Allen, rhp; 
Michael Brantley, of; Melky Cabrera; of; 
Brandon Guyer, of; Andrew Miller, Ihp; 
Oliver Perez, Ihp; Adam Rosales, inf; Josh 
Tomlin, rhp. 

DETROIT (4) — Jose Iglesias, ss; Fran¬ 
cisco Liriano, Ihp; Victor Martinez, dh; 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c. 

HOUSTON (6) - Evan Gattis, of; Mar- 
win Gonzalez, inf-of; q-Dallas Keuchel, 
Ihp; Martin Maldonado, c; Charlie Mor¬ 
ton, rhp; Tony Sipp, Ihp. 

KANSAS CITY (2) - Alcides Escobar, 
ss; Jason Hammel, rhp. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Jim Johnson, rhp; 
Blake Wood, rhp; Junichi Tazawa, rhp; 
Chris Young, of; Eric Young Jr., of, 

MINNESOTA (6) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Logan Forsythe, 2b; Chris Gimenez, c; 
Joe Mauer, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Ervin 
Santana, rhp, 

NEW YORK (4) - Zach Britton, Ihp; Ad- 
einy Hechavarria, ss; David Robertson, 
rhp; Neil Walker, inf. 

OAKLAND (7) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Trevor Cahill, rhp; Edwin Jackson, rhp; 
Matt Joyce, of; Shawn Kelley, rhp; Jed 
Lowrie, 2b; Jonathan Lucroy, c. 

SEATTLE (8) - Gordon Beckham, 2b; 
Nelson Cruz, dh; Zach Duke, Ihp; Camer¬ 
on Maybin, of; David Phelps, rhp; Andrew 
Romine, inf-of; Denard Span, of; Adam 
Warren, rhp. 

TAMPA BAY (2) - Carlos Gomez, of; 
Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (6) - Tony Barnette, rhp; Adri¬ 
an Beltre, 3b; Bartolo Colon, rhp; Doug 
Fister, rhp; Yovani Gallardo, rhp; c; Mar¬ 
tin Perez, Ihp. 

TORONTO (2) -Tyler Clippard, rhp; 


NFL 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

New England 9 5 0 .643 374 310 

Miami 7 7 0 .500 295 374 

Buffalo 5 9 0 .357 215 333 

N.Y. Jets 4 10 0 .286 292 359 


Houston 

Indianapolis 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Pittsburgh 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Cincinnati 


10 4 0 
8 6 0 
8 6 0 
4 10 0 


8 6 0 
6 7 


_ 8 0 

West 

x-Kansas City 11 3 0 
x-L.A. Chargersll 3 0 
Denver 680 

Oakland 3 11 0 _ 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 
Dallas 8 6 0 

Philadelphia 7 7 0 
Washington 7 7 0 
N.Y. Giants 5 9 0 
South 

y-New Orleans 12 2 0 


714 352 281 
571 372 300 
571 268 254 
286 225 289 

607 384 316 
571 341 253 
464 309 348 
429 337 413 


786 499 380 
786 395 298 
429 306 299 
214 260 418 


Pet PF PA 

.571 276 269 
.500 311 318 
.500 265 310 
.357 307 348 


Carolina 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 

y-Chicago 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Detroit 


8 0 
9 0 
- 9 0 
North 
10 4 0 
7 6 1 
5 8 1 


.857 459 292 
.429 333 344 
.357 356 381 
.357 344 403 

.714 383 264 
.536 323 308 
.393 332 331 
.357 284 333 


.786 448 343 
.571 363 292 
.286 301 373 
.214 192 367 


Saturday, Jan. 5 
At Toyota Stadium 
Friseo, Texas 

North Dakota State (14-0) vs. Eastern 
Washington (12-2) 


Marco Estrada, rhp, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (7) - Clay Buchholz, rhp; 
Randall Delgado, rhp; Jake Diekman, Ihp; 
Jon Jay, of; q-A.J. Pollock, of; Chris Stew¬ 
art, c; Brad Ziegler, rhp. 

ATLANTA (8) - Brad Brach, rhp; Lucas 
Duda, lb; Ryan Flaherty, inf; Nick Marka- 
kis, of; Brandon McCarthy, rhp; Peter 
Moylan, rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Anibal San¬ 
chez, rhp. 

CHICAGO (5) - Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Daniel Murphy, 2b; 
Bobby Wilson, c; Justin Wilson, Ihp; 
CINCINNATI (1) - Matt Harvey, rhp. 
COLORADO (6) — Drew Butera, c; Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, of; Matt Holliday, of; DJ Le- 
Mahieu, 2b; Adam Ottavino, rhp; Gerardo 
Parra, of. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - John Axford, rhp; 
Brian Dozier, 2b; q-Yasmani Grandal, c; 
Daniel Hudson, rhp; Manny Machado, ss; 
Ryan Madson, rhp. 

MILWAUKEE (5) - Gio Gonzalez, Ihp; 
Curtis Granderson, of; Wade Miley, Ihp; 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Joakim Soria, rhp. 

NEW YORK (6) - Jerry Blevins, Ihp; 
Austin Jackson, of; Jose Lobaton, c; 
Devin Mesoraco, c; A.J. Ramos, rhp; Jose 
Reyes, inf. 

PHILADELPHIA (3) - Jose Bautista, of; 
Asdrubal Cabrera, 2b; Aaron Loup, Ihp. 
PITTSBURGH (1) - Josh Harrison, 2b. 
ST. LOUIS (2) - Matt Adams, lb; Bud 
Norris, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - A.J. Ellis, c; Freddy 
Galvis, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (4) - Gregor Blanco, 
of; Derek Holland, Ihp; Nick Hundley, c; 
Hunter Pence, of. 

WASHINGTON (8) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; Tim Collins, Ihp; q-Bryce Harper, of; 
Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Kelvin Herrera, 
rhp; Greg Holland, rhp; Mark Reynolds, 
-"twir- 


9 0 

West 

y-L.A. Rams 11 3 0 

Seattle 8 6 0 

San Francisco 4 10 0 

Arizona 3 11 0 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Thursday’s game 
L.A. Chargers 29, Kansas City 28 
Saturday’s games 
Houston 29, N.Y. Jets 22 
Cleveland 17, Denver 16 

Sunday’s games 
Baltimore 20, Tampa Bay 12 
Washington 16, Jacksonville 13 
Indianapolis 23, Dallas 0 
Buffalo 14, Detroit 13 
Chicago 24, Green Bay 17 
Minnesota 41, Miami 17 
Tennessee 17, N.Y. Giants 0 
Atlanta 40, Arizona 14 
Cincinnati 30, Oakland 16 
Pittsburgh 17, New England 10 
San Francisco 26, Seattle 23, OT 
Philadelphia 30, L.A. Rams 23 
Monday’s game 
New Orleans 12, Carolina 9 
Saturday, Dec. 22 
Washington at Tennessee 
Baltimore at L.A. Chargers 
Sunday, Dec. 23 
Atlanta at Carolina 
Houston at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants at Indianapolis 
Green Bay at N.Y. Jets 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Buffalo at New England 
Cincinnati at Cleveland 
Jacksonville at Miami 
Tampa Bay at Dallas 
L.A. Rams at Arizona 
Chicago at San Francisco 
Pittsburgh at New Orleans 
Kansas City at Seattle 

Monday, Dec. 24 
Denver at Oakland 


AP sportlight 


Dec. 20 

1921 — Baseball Commissioner Judge 
Kenesaw Mountain Landis casts the de¬ 
ciding vote to return to best-of-seven 
World Series from the best-of-nine for¬ 
mat. The American League votes to re¬ 
turn to best-of-seven World Series, while 
National League votes for the best-of- 
nine format. The a best-of-nine series 
was used in 1903 and 1919 through 1921. 

1966 — The NBA grants a franchise 
to Seattle, expanding the league to 11 
teams for the 1967-68 season. 

1973 — Henri Richard of the Montreal 
Canadiens scores his 1,000th point, get- 
12-2 tie with the Buffalo 




lb; Matt Wieters, c. 

Calendar 

Jan. 11 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 22 - BBWAA Hall of Fame voting 
announced. 

Jan. 28-Feb. 15 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE - An¬ 
nounced the resignation of executive 
vice president Chris Park, effective Dec. 
31. 

American League 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Designated 
INF/OF Resell Herrera for assignment. 
Agreed to terms with OF Terrance Gore 
on a one-year contract and with OF Bub- 
ba Starling, IB Samir Duenez and RHP Ja¬ 
son Adam on minor league contracts. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Named Carlos 
Beltran special adviser. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Lance Lynn on a three-year 
contract. 

National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Agreed to terms 
with INF Daniel Descalso on a two-year 
contract. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Agreed 
to terms with IB Matt Adams on a one- 
year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Toronto coach Nick Nurse 
$15,000 for public criticism of officiating 
and Atlanta G Kent Bazemore $10,000 for 
throwing the ball into the stands. 

PHOENiX SUNS - Waived G Austin Riv- 


WNBA 

DALLAS WINGS - Named Brian Agler 
coach. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released 
LB Jonathan Anderson and CBs Dontae 
Johnson and Quinten Rollins. Signed CBs 
Chris Jones and Deatrick Nichols from 
the practice squad. Re-signed CB Jona¬ 
than Moxey to the practice squad. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Placed RB Ito 
Smith on injured reserve. Waived WR 
Julian Williams from the practice squad. 
Signed RB Jeremy Langford from the 
practice squad and WR Christian Blake 
and OL Chris Durant to the practice 
squad. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Placed RB Marcus 
Murphy on injured reserve. Signed WR 
Victor Bolden from San Francisco’s prac¬ 
tice squad. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Placed LB 
Malik Jefferson on injured reserve. 
Signed LB Chris Worley from the practice 
squad and S Chris Cooper to the practice 
squad. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed OL 
Kyle Friend to the practice squad. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Placed RB 
Aaron Jones on injured reserve and TE 
Ethan Wolf on the practice squad in¬ 
jured list. Signed WR Allen Lazard from 
Jacksonville’s practice squad and DL Eric 
Cotton and CB D.J. Killings to the practice 
squad. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Placed LB 
Skai Moore and DT Al Woods on injured 
reserve. Signed S J.J. Wilcox. Signed LB 
Tegray Scales to the practice squad. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Placed G Gabe 
Jackson on injured reserve. Waived LB 
Emmanuel Lamur. Signed DB Rico Gaf- 


ja^r' 


viding commentators for the national 
broadcast of the game between New 
York Jets and Miami Dolphins. The Jets 
win 24-17. 

1981 — Winnipeg’s Doug Small scores 
a goal five seconds into the game to set 
an NHL record for fastest goal from the 
start of a game. The Jets beat the St. 
Louis Blues 5-4. 

1983 — Montreal’s Guy Lafleur scores 
his 500th goal as the Canadiens beat the 
New Jersey Devils 6-0. Lafleur scores the 
milestone goal at 8;34 of the third, beat¬ 
ing Glenn Resch with a rising 30-footer. 

1985 — North Carolina sets an NCAA 
record with 18 blocked shots in an 87-55 
rout of Stanford. 

1998 — Green Bay’s Brett Favre be¬ 
comes the first NFL player to throw for 
more than 30 touchdowns in five differ¬ 
ent seasons. Favre connects three times 
with Antonio Freeman in the first half of 
a 30-22 win over Tennessee to break a tie 
with Dan Marino. 

2005 — Kobe Bryant scores a career- 
high 62 points and the Los Angeles Lak¬ 
ers beat Dallas 112-90. Bryant scores a 
franchise-record 30 points in the third 
quarter and sits out the fourth after 
outscoring the Mavericks 62-61 over the 
three quarters. 


ford and DT Gabe Wright from the prac¬ 
tice squad. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Placed CB 
Ahkello Witherspoon on injured reserve. 
Signed DB Tyvis Powell to a one-year 
contract. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Placed G Jor¬ 
dan Simmons on injured reserve. Signed 
RB Bo Scarbrough from Jacksonville’s 
practice squad. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Placed TE 
Alan Cross and S Justin Evans on injured 
reserve. Signed TE Donnie Ernsberger 
from the practice squad. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Placed CB Lo¬ 
gan Ryan on injured reserve. Signed CB 
Kenneth Durden from the practice squad 
and LB Gimel President to the practice 
squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Placed CB 
Joshua Holsey on injured reserve. Signed 
DB Harlan Miller. Signed DB Alex Carter, 
RB Russell Hansbrough and WR Montay 
Crockett to the practice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CALGARY FLAMES - Assigned G Nick 
Schneider from Stockton (AHL) to Kan¬ 
sas City (ECHL). 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Assigned 
D Josh Anderson from Colorado (AHL) to 
Utah (ECHL). 

OLYMPIC SPORTS 

U.S. ANTI-DOPING AGENCY - Named 
Skip Gilbert managing director of opera¬ 
tions, marketing and development. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

FC DALLAS - Signed F Zdenek On- 
drasek from Wisla Krakow (Ekstraklasa- 
Poland). 

LA GALAXY - Signed F Zlatan Ibrahi- 
movic and M Juninho. 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION - Traded 
M Kelyn Rowe to Colorado for D Edgar 
Castillo. 

SPORTING KANSAS CITY - Signed D 
Botond Barath to a two-year contract. 
Traded F Diego Rubio to Colorado for M 
Kelyn Rowe and $300,000 in allocation 
money. 

COLLEGE 

SOUTH CAROLINA - Signed football 
coach Will Muschamp to a one-year con¬ 
tract extension through 2024, offensive 
coordinator Bryan McClendon to a two- 
year contract extension and defensive 
coordinator Travaris Robinson and quar¬ 
terbacks coach Dan Werner to one-year 
contract extensions. 
















Page 26 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, December 20,2018 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Top 25 roundup 

Kansas too much 
for South Dakota 



Photos by Richard Shiro/AP 


Furman head coach Bob Richey dances and celebrates the Paladins’ 12th win with his players on 
Saturday in Greenville, S.C. Furman is 12-0 and hoping to end a 38-year NCAA Tournament drought. 

Perfectly: No. 24 Furman enjoying revival 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“It’s a big one,” Furman coach 
Bob Richey said. 

The Paladins are among nine 
undefeated teams left out of 353 
Division I programs through 
Tuesday night. They made their 
first-ever appearance in the Top 
25 earlier this month and see 
LSU as a next step toward end¬ 
ing a 38-year NCAA Tournament 
drought. 

Richey expects his players will 
be ready for the moment, as they 
were when they trailed Loyola 
Chicago by 13 points in the second 
half and won 60-58 on Mounce’s 
one-handed jam with 1.6 seconds 
to go. Or when they opened over¬ 
time at Villanova with a 7-0 run in 
the 76-68 win. 

“In life, most of the time, when 
you get big opportunities, it still 
comes back to the simplest funda¬ 
mentals,” Richey said. “There’s 
not going to be anything that 
we’ve got to go do different than 
what we’ve done in order to try 
and play our best.” 

Here’s a quick introduction to 
Furman basketball: 

The coach 

Richey, 35, joined Furman as 
an assistant in 2011 and earned 
the head coaching job after the 
2017 season after former coach 
Niko Medved left for Drake. Ever 
since, Richey’s led a revival at 
Furman, which hasn’t enjoyed 
this sort of basketball attention 
since the 1970s, when it played 
in six NCAA Tournaments from 
1971-80. 

Not a fluke 

Furman tied its school record 
with 23 victories last season, 
Richey’s first as a fulltime coach. 
The Paladins are already more 
than halfway to that mark. 

The players 

■ Jordan Lyons, a junior, is 



Furman’s Jordan Lyons drives in 
for a layup while defended by 
Charleston Southern’s Sadarius 
Bowser on Dec. 11. Lyon is 
the top scorer for the Paladins, 
including a 54-point game 
against North Greenville. 

the team’s leading scorer who 
had 54 points in defeating North 
Greenville earlier this season. 
He’s joined in the backcourt by 
Andrew Brown, who along with 
Rafferty, are Furman’s only two 
seniors in its main rotation. 

■ Raffertyisa6-foot-8forward 
— Furman has no players taller 
than 6-8 — who’s adept and re¬ 
lentless in post, whether it’s back¬ 
ing down opponents for a layup or 
grabbing a rebound to keep the 
Paladins’ possession alive. He’s 
had six games with double-figure 
points and rebounds this season, 
including 15 points and 17 re¬ 
bounds at Villanova. 

■ Mounce is a dynamic, 6- 
7 sophomore comfortable with 
playing inside and outside. His 
cut toward the basket from the 
three-point line sprung him for 
the game-winning dunk at Loyola 
Chicago. He had six of Furman’s 
17 three-pointers this past Satur¬ 
day in the blowout win over UNC 


Wilmington. 

It all has added up to high expec¬ 
tations for Furman basketball. 

The Paladins’ early run has 
electrified the well-respected 
private school that has had a few 
stellar athletic moments. In 1954, 
Frank Selvy became the school’s 
“Man of the Century” when 
he scored 100 points in a game 
against Newberry and remains 
the only Division I player to ac¬ 
complish the feat. 

Sam Wyche may be Furman’s 
most recognizable athletic alum. 
He was Furman’s quarterback in 
the late 1960s before he helped 
revolutionize the game with the 
no-huddle offense. The Paladins 
football program also won a na¬ 
tional Football Champion Subdi¬ 
vision title in 1988 and has been 
runner-up two other times. 

Former U.S. men’s soccer cap¬ 
tain Clint Dempsey played at 
Furman before his accomplished 
international career. 

These days, however, the hype 
around Greenville, S.C., is about 
hoops. 

Brown, a senior guard, said pro¬ 
fessors and students who hadn’t 
paid much attention to the team 
now congratulate him regularly 
and ask for updates. Selvy and 
Wyche both attended Saturday’s 
win against UNC Wilmington. 

“They seem like they get better 
every year,” said Selvy, also a for¬ 
mer head coach at Furman. 

Selvy would love to see the Pal¬ 
adins back in the NCAAs since 
their last appearance in 1980, as 
would students who filled 3,500- 
seat Timmons Arena with chants 
of “We Want Kansas” as time ran 
down in the UNC Wilmington 
win. 

Rafferty believes Furman’s 
successful ride will continue. 

“It’s really coming together for 
us,” Rafferty said. “That’s one of 
the biggest things if we’re going to 
keep this thing going, we’ve got to 
stay confident and stay humble.” 


Associated Press 

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Kansas 
coach Bill Self hoped from the 
moment Charlie Moore arrived 
as a transfer from Cal that the 
talented shooting guard would 
provide the Jayhawks a lift off the 
bench. 

He finally did Tuesday night. 

Moore knocked down six 
three-pointers and finished with 
18 points, Dedric Lawson added 
16 points and 14 rebounds, and 
the top-ranked Jayhawks pulled 
away over the final 15 minutes 
for an 89-53 win over plucky but 
overmatched South Dakota on 
Tuesday night. 

“That’s what we thought all 
along, that he was going to be our 
marksman,” Self said. “It hadn’t 
happened yet but tonight it did.” 

Freshman forward David Mc¬ 
Cormack added a career-best 12 
points off the bench for the Jay¬ 
hawks (10-0), making big strides 
while Lawson was on the bench 
in foul trouble and helping soak 
up minutes with Udoka Azubuike 
sidelined with a sprained ankle. 

The Jayhawks are hopeful Azu¬ 
buike will be back by the start of 
conference play next month. 

“It felt good that I could con¬ 
tribute to the team,” said McCor¬ 
mack, a five-star prospect from 
venerable Oak Hill Academy in 
Virginia. “I got more minutes so 
I got more opportunities.” 

Stanley Umude scored a game- 
high 28 points to lead the Coyotes 
(6-6), who have never defeated a 
ranked team in seven tries. Tyler 
Peterson added 15 points, and 
leading scorer Trey Burch-Man- 
ning was held to two points on 1- 
for-5 shooting before fouling out. 

“Their size obviously bothered 
us,” South Dakota coach Todd 
Lee said. “I was disappointed at 
halftime, thought it could have 
been a game. And the second half 
we didn’t compete.” 

No. 2 Duke 101, Princeton 
50: RJ Barrett continued his 
rookie-season scoring rush, fin¬ 
ishing with 27 points to help the 
host Blue Devils beat the Tigers. 

Fellow freshman Zion William¬ 
son had 17 points and 10 rebounds 
in Duke’s first game in more than 
a week due to an exam break. 
Duke (10-1) got off to a cold start 
and didn’t take its first lead until 
more than 14 minutes in, but 
eventually got rolling and handed 
Princeton its most lopsided loss 
in program history. 

No. 8 Gonzaga 89, Texas-ar- 
lington 55: Rui Hachimura had 
20 points and 11 rebounds, and 
the host Bulldogs beat the Maver¬ 
icks, ending a two-game skid that 
toppled them from No. 1 in the AP 
Top 25. 

Brandon Clarke added 17 
points, 13 rebounds and three 
blocks for Gonzaga (10-2), which 
lost to No. 3 Tennessee and No. 9 
North Carolina last week. 



Charlie Riedel/AP 


Kansas’ David McCormack 
dunks during the second half 
Tuesday against South Dakota 
in Lawrence, Kan. No. 1 Kansas 
won 89-53. 

No. 14 Buffalo 71, Syracuse 

59: CJ Massinburg scored 25 
points, Jeremy Harris added 18 
and the Bulls rallied past the host 
Orange to remain unbeaten. 

It was the first win over Syra¬ 
cuse since January 1963 for 
Buffalo (11-0), one of only nine 
undefeated teams of the 353 that 
play in Division 1. 

No. 15 Ohio State 75, 
Youngstown State 56: Kaleb 
Wesson had a career-high 31 
points as the host Buckeyes over¬ 
came a terrible start. 

Wesson was dominant in the 
second half, scoring 26 points 
as Ohio State (10-1) was again 
forced to win in come-from-be- 
hind fashion. 

No. 20 Marquette 92, North 
Dakota 66: Markus Howard 
scored 26 points, including 19 
over the final 10:22 of the first half 
to help stabilize the host Golden 
Eagles after a sloppy start. 

Howard, a sharp-shooting 
guard, was 9-for-13 from the field 
and 4-for-6 from behind the three- 
point line. Sam Hauser added 21 
points for Marquette (9-2). 

No. 23 Iowa 78, Western 
Carolina 60: Tyler Cook scored 
18 points, Luka Garza added 15 
and the host Hawkeyes won their 
their straight. 

Freshman Joe Wieskamp 
scored 10 points for Iowa (9-2), 
which forced 26 turnovers and 
led by as many as 27 points. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 23 9 .719 - 

Philadelphia 20 12 .625 3 

Boston 18 11 .621 3'/2 

Brooklyn 14 18 .438 9 

New York 9 23 .281 14 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 14 15 .483 - 

Orlando 14 15 .483 - 

Miami 13 16 .448 1 

Washington 12 19 .387 3 

Atlanta 7 23 .233 7'/2 

Centrai Division 

Milwaukee 20 9 .690 - 

Indiana 20 11 .645 1 

Detroit 14 14 .500 5'/2 

Cleveland 8 23 .258 13 

Chicago 7 24 .226 14 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Memphis 16 14 .533 - 

Dallas 15 14 .517 Vi 

Houston 15 14 .517 'A 

San Antonio 16 15 .516 'A 

New Orleans 15 16 .484 \'A 

Northwest Division 

Denver 21 9 .700 - 

Oklahoma City 19 10 .655 l'/2 

Portland 17 13 .567 4 

Minnesota 14 16 .467 7 

Utah 14 17 .452 7'/2 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 21 10 .677 - 

L.A. Lakers 18 13 .581 3 

L.A. Clippers 17 13 .567 3'/2 

Sacramento 16 14 .533 4'/2 

Phoenix 7 24 .226 14 

Tuesday’s games 
Cleveland 92, Indiana 91 
Atlanta 118, Washington 110 
Brooklyn 115, L.A. Lakers 110 
Denver 126, Dallas 118 

Wednesday’s games 
Cleveland at Charlotte 
New York at Philadelphia 
San Antonio at Orlando 
Indiana at Toronto 
Phoenix at Boston 
Brooklyn at Chicago 
Detroit at Minnesota 
New Orleans at Milwaukee 
Washington at Houston 
Golden State at Utah 
Memphis at Portland 
Oklahoma City at Sacramento 
Thursday’s games 
Houston at Miami 
Dallas at L.A. Clippers 

Friday’s games 
Cleveland at Toronto 
Detroit at Charlotte 
Atlanta at New York 
Indiana at Brooklyn 
Milwaukee at Boston 
Orlando at Chicago 
Minnesota at San Antonio 
Memphis at Sacramento 
Utah at Portland 
New Orleans at L.A. Lakers 

Tuesday 

Nets 115, Lakers 110 

L.A. LAKERS - James 13-23 8-13 36, 
Kuzma 9-21 2-2 22, Chandler 2-2 1-2 5, Ball 
9-16 0-2 23, Hart 2-10 1-2 6, Mykhailiuk 0-1 
0-0 0, Wagner 1-2 1-2 4, Zubac 0-1 0-0 0, 
Caldwell-Pope 3-7 0-0 6, Stephenson 3-7 
0-0 8. Totals 42-90 13-23 110. 

BROOKLYN - Kurucs 1-5 0-0 3, Hollis- 
Jefferson 5-12 7-9 17, Allen 3-7 0-1 6, Rus¬ 
sell 9-21 0-0 22, Harris 7-13 2-2 19, Dudley 
6-8 0-0 13, Carroll 5-12 0-0 13, Davis 2-2 
0-0 4, Dinwiddle 6-11 4-7 18. Totals 44-91 
13-19 115. 

LA. Lakers 32 25 26 27-110 

Brooklyn 33 29 28 25-115 

Three-point goals—L.A. Lakers 13-40 
(Ball 5-9, Stephenson 2-4, James 2-7, Kuz¬ 
ma 2-8, Wagner 1-2, Hart 1-5, Mykhailiuk 
0-1, Caldwell-Pope 0-4), Brooklyn 14-34 
(Russell 4-9, Harris 3-4, Carroll 3-7, Din¬ 
widdle 2-5, Kurucs 1-3, Dudley 1-3, Allen 0- 
1, Hollis-Jefferson 0-2). Fouled Out—Ball. 
Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 48 (James 13), 
Brooklyn 40 (Allen, Hollis-Jefferson 8). 
Assists—L.A. Lakers 21 (James 8), Brook¬ 
lyn 27 (Russell 13). Total Fouls-L.A. Lak¬ 
ers 19, Brooklyn 18. A-17,732 (17,732). 


Nuggets 126, Mavericks 118 

DALLAS - Matthews 4-12 2-2 14, 
Barnes 10-16 5-6 30, Jordan 4-6 3-6 11, 
Doncic 5-15 10-12 23, Brunson 4-7 0-0 8, 
Finney-Smith 1-5 0-0 2, Powell 3-5 1-2 8, 
Nowitzki 1-2 0-0 3, D.Harris 4-7 0-0 9, Bar- 
ea 4-11 2-2 10, Broekhoff 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
40-86 23-30 118. 

DENVER - Hernangomez 3-8 5-6 12, 
Jokic 13-25 4-4 32, Plumlee 5-8 1-2 11, 
Murray 10-18 1-2 22, Craig 2-5 0-0 5, Lyles 

5- 7 3-4 16, Goodwin 0-0 0-0 0, Morris 7-10 
0-0 16, Beasley 5-8 0-0 12, Young 0-1 0-0 0. 
Totals 50-90 14-18 126. 

Dallas 33 36 26 23-118 

Denver 34 40 31 21-126 

Three-point goals—Dallas 15-37 
(Barnes 5-8, Matthews 4-5, Doncic 3-9, 
Nowitzki 1-1, Powell 1-2, D.Harris 1-4, 
Brunson 0-1, Barea 0-3, Finney-Smith 0-4), 
Denver 12-29 (Lyles 3-4, Morris 2-3, Beas¬ 
ley 2-4, Jokic 2-6, Craig 1-3, Hernangomez 
1-4, Murray 1-4, Young 0-1). Fouled Out— 
Jordan. Rebounds—Dallas 33 (Jordan 12), 
Denver 47 (Jokic 16). Assists—Dallas 26 
(Doncic 12), Denver 33 (Murray 15). Total 
Fouls—Dallas 17, Denver 28. Technicals— 
Dallas coach Rick Carlisle, Matthews, 
Murray, Denver coach Michael Malone. 
A-15,764 (19,520). 

Hawks 118, Wizards 110 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 6-17 3-3 19, 
Green 4-11 2-2 12, Bryant 1-2 2-4 4, Wall 

6- 18 0-0 15, Beal 11-17 5-7 29, Dekker 2- 
4 0-0 4, Morris 1-5 5-8 7, Mahinmi 0-2 2-4 
2, Satoransky 4-4 2-4 11, Randle 1-3 4-4 7. 
Totals 36-83 25-36 110. 

ATLANTA - Huerter 4-12 2-2 13, Col¬ 
lins 7-14 5-6 20, Dedmon 5-6 2-3 13, Young 
5-11 6-8 19, Bazemore 4-10 3-4 13, Bembry 
1-4 1-2 3, Len 3-4 9-10 15, Lin 6-12 4-4 16, 
Hamilton 0-1 0-0 0, Carter 2-5 0-0 6, An¬ 
derson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-79 32-39 118. 
Washington 24 30 28 28-110 

Atlanta 35 23 24 36-118 

Three-point goals—Washington 13-40 
(Ariza 4-11, Wall 3-11, Beal 2-4, Green 2-8, 
Satoransky 1-1, Randle 1-3, Morris 0-2), 
Atlanta 12-32 (Young 3-6, Huerter 3-8, 
Carter 2-4, Bazemore 2-6, Dedmon 1-1, 
Collins 1-2, Hamilton 0-1, Bembry 0-1, Lin 
0-3). Fouled Out—Morris. Rebounds— 
Washington 37 (Beal 10), Atlanta 49 (Col¬ 
lins 13). Assists—Washington 26 (Wall 
6), Atlanta 23 (Lin, Young, Bazemore 4). 
Total Fouls-Washington 32, Atlanta 29. 
Technicals-Beal. A-16,489 (18,118). 

Cavaiiers 92, Pacers 91 

CLEVELAND - Hood 5-12 6-8 17, Os¬ 
man 6-14 0-0 13, Nance Jr. 7-14 0-0 15, 
Sexton 6-13 0-0 12, Nwaba 0-5 0-0 0, Blos- 
somgame 3-6 1-2 7, Frye 1-3 0-0 2, Zizic 1- 


INDIANA - Bogdanovic 5-14 4-4 14, 
Young 6-13 1-4 13, Turner 6-12 0-1 12, Col- 
lison 2-6 0-0 5, Oladipo 4-15 3-6 12, Mc¬ 
Dermott 4-9 2-3 12, Sabonis 7-9 3-3 17, 
Joseph 1-6 0-0 2, Evans 2-9 0-0 4. Totals 
37-93 13-21 91. 

Cleveland 21 24 22 25-92 

Indiana 19 25 24 23-91 

Three-point goals—Cleveland 6-31 
(Dellavedova 2-4, Burks 1-3, Nance Jr. 1- 
3, Hood 1-5, Osman 1-6, Sexton 0-1, Frye 
0-2, Blossomgame 0-3, Nwaba 0-4), Indi¬ 
ana 4-22 (McDermott 2-4, Collison 1-2, 
Oladipo 1-6, Evans 0-1, Turner 0-2, Joseph 
0-3, Bogdanovic 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Cleveland 51 (Nance Jr. 16), 
Indiana 52 (Turner 10). Assists—Cleve¬ 
land 19 (Nance Jr. 6), Indiana 21 (Oladipo 
5). Total Fouls—Cleveland 16, Indiana 12. 
A-15,630 (20,000). 

Calendar 

. 5 — 10-day contracts c 


_ ^ _. _ i be 

signed. 

Jan. 10 — All contracts guaranteed for 
rest of season. 

Feb. 7 - Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 

Feb. 16 — Three-point, slam dunk con¬ 
tests, Charlotte, N.C. 

Feb. 17 - NBA All-Star Game, Char¬ 
lotte, N.C. 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 

April 13 — Playoffs begin. 


Nance's tip gives Cavs win 



Darron Cummings/AP 


The Cavaliers’ Larry Nance Jr. tips in the game-winning shot against 
the Pacers’ as time expires Tuesday in Indianapolis. 


Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Larry 
Nance Jr. put himself in perfect 
position to make the final play 
Tuesday night. 

After outwrestling Victor Ola¬ 
dipo in front of the basket, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers center wait¬ 
ed patiently as he anticipated 
Rodney Hood’s errant layup then 
threw up his right hand and bare¬ 
ly beat the buzzer. 

Nance finished with 15 points, 
a career-high 16 rebounds, six as¬ 
sists and the first game-winning 
shot of his pro career to give the 
Cavaliers a rare 92-91 road victo¬ 
ry. It ended Indiana’s seven-game 
winning streak. 

“I told Hood to put the ball 
up on the rim with a couple sec¬ 
onds left SO I can see if I could do 
something with it,” Nance said. 
“He made a good move and did 
exactly that. I was lucky enough 
to get a hand on it.” 

The shot set off a wild scene in 
which Cavs players began mob¬ 
bing Nance before the replay 
review confirmed the call. Even 
some of Cleveland’s injured play¬ 
ers joined the celebration 

Inside the Pacers locker room 
players watched the replay, which 
appeared to show Nance tossing 
Oladipo to the ground and la¬ 
mented the lack of a whistle. 

Still, Pacers coach Nate Mc¬ 
Millan knew it should never 
have come down to that play. In¬ 
diana came into the game as the 
league’s hottest team but lacked 
the intensity, passion and preci¬ 
sion that had defined the first 
part of this season. 

On a night six Cavs players 
scored in double figures, includ¬ 
ing Hood, who had 17 points, In¬ 
diana shot a dismal 39.8 percent 
from the field, was 4-for-22 on 
three-pointers and lost for the 
first time this season when allow¬ 
ing fewer than 97 points. 

With 9.5 seconds left, the Pac¬ 
ers still led 91-90 with Oladipo 
shooting two free throws. 

But when he missed both, the 
Cavs got one more chance after 
calling timeout — and Nance 
made them pay. 

“Larry was terrific, even 
beyond the putback,” Cleve¬ 
land coach Larry Drew said. “I 


thought he did a phenomenal job. 
Offensively, he made some ter¬ 
rific passes. He took good shots, 
he got to the offensive glass, and 
defensively he really competed.” 

Nets 115, Lakers 110: 
D’Angelo Russell had 22 points 
and a career high-tying 13 assists 
against his former team, and host 
Brooklyn ran the NBA’s longest 
winning streak to six games by 
beating Los Angeles. 

Joe Harris added 19 points and 
Spencer Dinwiddie scored 18 for 
the Nets, who last won six in a row 
from March 25 to April 3, 2015. 
Rondae Hollis-Jefferson finished 
with 17 points and Jared Dudley 
made some big baskets down the 
stretch to score 13. 

LeBron James bounced back 
from his lowest-scoring game of 
the season with 36 points, 13 re¬ 
bounds and eight assists. 

Nuggets 126, Mavericks 118: 
Nikola Jokic had 32 points and 16 


rebounds, Jamal Murray dished 
out a career-high 15 assists and 
host Denver extended its home 
winning streak to seven games 
by beating Dallas. 

At 21-9, the Nuggets matched 
the 1976-77 squad for the best 
start through 30 games in the 
franchise’s NBA history. They also 
remain on top of the Western Con¬ 
ference by percentage points over 
Golden State. This is rarefied air 
for the Nuggets: The last time they 
had played more than 25 games 
and were alone in first place in the 
conference was March 1977. 

Hawks 118, Wizards 110: 
Jeremy Lin scored 12 of his 16 
points in the final period and At¬ 
lanta overcame Bradley Beal’s 29 
points for visiting Washington. 

Seven players scored in dou¬ 
ble figures to help the last-place 
Hawks (7-23) stop a three-game 
skid. John Collins had 20 points 
and 13 rebounds. 
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Flyers' Hart wins 
NHL debut in goal 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Carter 
Hart made 22 saves in his NHL 
debut and Shayne Gostisbehere 
and James van Riemsdyk each 
had a goal and an assist as the 
Philadelphia Flyers defeated the 
Detroit Red Wings 3-2 on Tues¬ 
day night and made interim coach 
Scott Gordon a winner in his first 
game. 

Radko Gudas also scored for 
Philadelphia, which snapped a 
four-game losing streak. 

The Flyers were playing their 
first game since head coach Dave 
Hakstol was fired on Monday, a 
move that capped a tumultuous 
few weeks. General manager Ron 
Hextall was fired last month and 
new GM Chuck Fletcher ended 
Hakstol’s four-year tenure after 
a 1-4 road trip was punctuated by 
Saturday’s 5-1 loss at Vancouver. 
The Flyers entered the game last 
in the Eastern Conference with 
28 points. 

Fletcher promoted Gordon 
from the Flyers’ AHL Lehigh 
Valley affiliate. 

Dennis Cholowski and Jacob de 
la Rose scored for Detroit, which 
has lost four in a row and five of 
six. 

Maple Leafs 7 , Devils 2: John 
Tavares, Auston Matthews and 
Patrick Marleau scored in the 
opening 13:38 to lead visiting To¬ 
ronto past New Jersey. 

Rangers 3, Ducks 1: Kevin 
Hayes scored on a short-handed 
breakaway with 40 seconds re¬ 


maining and host New York ral¬ 
lied to beat Anaheim. 

Panthers 5, Sabres 2: Evgenii 
Dadonov had two goals and an as¬ 
sist to pace visiting Florida in its 
win over Buffalo. 

Sharks 4, Wild 0: Logan Cou¬ 
ture scored twice and Martin 
Jones made 26 saves for his first 
shutout this season and the 20th 
of his career in visiting San Jose’s 
win over Minnesota. 

Blackhawks 2, Predators 1: 
Cam Ward made 30 saves in his 
first start since Corey Craw¬ 
ford was sidelined by a concus¬ 
sion, helping host Chicago top 
Nashville. 

Stars 2 , Flames 0: Ben Bishop 
got help from backup Anton Khu- 
dobin in a combined shutout and 
host Dallas beat Pacific Division¬ 
leading Calgary. 

Islanders 3, Coyotes 1: Robin 
Lehner stopped 35 shots, Anthony 
Beauvillier scored his fourth goal 
in five games and visiting New 
York beat struggling Arizona. 

Blues 4, Oilers 1: Pat Maroon 
was credited with the tiebreak¬ 
ing goal following a replay review 
early in the third period, and 
visiting St. Louis went on to beat 
Edmonton. 

Lightning 5, Canucks 2: Nikita 
Kucherov had a goal and an as¬ 
sist to reach 50 points this season 
and lead visiting Tampa Bay past 
Vancouver. 

Kings 4, Jets 1: Austin Wag¬ 
ner scored twice and host Los An¬ 
geles snapped a four-game losing 
streak by beating Winnipeg. 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Flyers goaltender Carter Hart acknowledges the crowd after his 
debut Tuesday against the Detroit Red Wings in Philadelphia. 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Buffalo 

Boston 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Detroit 

Florida 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT - 

35 26 7 2 

34 22 10 2 

35 20 10 5 

34 18 12 4 

34 17 12 5 

35 15 16 4 


35 14 16 


Pts GF GA 

54 143 99 
46 124 95 
45 107 103 


39 108 111 
34 116 135 
33 100 118 
32 106 115 


32 13 13 . _ 

Metropoiitan Division 

Washington 32 20 9 3 43 122 100 

Columbus 33 18 12 

N.Y. Islanders 33 17 12 

Pittsburgh 33 15 12 

N.Y. Rangers 33 15 13 


Carolina 
Philadelphia 32 13 15 

New Jersey 32 11 14 


39 108 105 
38 96 93 
36 112 108 
35 97 107 
33 84 93 
30 96 118 
29 96 118 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Colorado 

Minnesota 
St. Louis 
Chicago 

Calgary 
San Jose 
Anaheim 

Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Arizona 
Los Angeles 


34 22 10 

35 22 11 

34 18 10 

34 17 14 

33 17 14 

32 13 15 

36 11 19 

Pacific Division 

35 22 11 2 

35 19 11 5 

36 19 12 5 

36 19 15 2 

35 18 14 3 

37 16 17 4 


33 


17 


35 12 20 


6 42 122 106 

3 37 94 93 

2 36 101 95 

• 30 92 108 

28 101 136 

46 122 95 

43 116 103 

43 94 103 

40 107 102 

39 99 105 

36 112 123 

30 82 92 

27 79 107 


Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams In 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Columbus 1, Vegas 0 
Anaheim 4, Pittsburgh 2 
Boston 4, Montreal 0 
Ottawa 4, Nashville 3, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Colorado 1 
Tuesday’s games 
Florida 5, Buffalo 2 
Philadelphia 3, Detroit 2 
Toronto 7, New Jersey 2 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Anaheim 1 
San Jose 4, Minnesota 0 
Dallas 2, Calgary 0 
Chicago 2, Nashville 1 
St. Louis 4, Edmonton 1 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Arizona 1 
Tampa Bay 5, Vancouver 2 
Los Angeles 4, Winnipeg 1 
Wednesday’s games 
Pittsburgh at Washington 
Montreal at Colorado 

Thursday’s games 
Minnesota at Pittsburgh 
Detroit at Carolina 
Anaheim at Boston 
New Jersey at Columbus 
Florida at Toronto 
Nashville at Philadelphia 
Chicago at Dallas 
Montreal at Arizona 
Tampa Bay at Calgary 
St. Louis at Vancouver 
N.Y. Islanders at Vegas 
Winnipeg at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
Buffalo at Washington 
Ottawa at New Jersey 
Chicago at Colorado 

Tuesday 

Stars 2, Flames 0 

Calgary 0 0 0—0 

Dallas 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, Dallas, Benn 14 
(Seguin, Radulov), 12:15. 

Second Period— 2, Dallas, Faksa 6 
(Pitlick, Hanzal), 17:17. 

Shots on Goal-Calgary 6-6-12-24. 
Dallas 14-12-2-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Calgary 0 
of 4; Dallas Oof 2. 

Goalies— Calgary, Rittich 11-4-1 (28 

shots-26 saves). Dallas, Bishop 11-8-1 
(21-21), Khudobin 6-6-2 (3-3). 

A-18,127 (18,532). T-2:33. 

Sharks 4, Wild 0 

San Jose 0 2 2—4 

Minnesota 0 0 0-0 

Second Period— 1, San Jose, Couture 

12 (Radii, Simek), 9:49. 2, San Jose, Pavel- 
ski 21 (Simek, HertI), 10:18. 

Third Period— 3, San Jose, Couture 

13 (HertI, E.Karlsson), 0:51. 4, San Jose, 
Radii 2, 17:45. 

Shots on Goal— San Jose 5-12-8—25. 
Minnesota 8-8-10—26. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 0 
of 1; Minnesota 0 of 0. 

Goalies— San Jose, Jones 14-7-3 (26 
shots-26 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 12- 
11-2 (24-21). 

A-18,870 (18,064). T-2:24. 

Blackhawks 2 , Predators 1 

Nashville 1 0 0-1 

Chicago 0 2 0—2 

First Period— 1, Nashville, Flala 6 (Jo¬ 
hansen, Ekholm), 19:27. 

Second Period— 2, Chicago, Forsling 2, 
15:22. 3, Chicago, Gustafsson 7 (Toews, 
Kane), 17:16 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 11-7-13-31. 
Chicago 12-16-8-36. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 
Oof 2; Chicago 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Nashville, Rinne 14-6-1 (36 
shots-34 saves). Chicago, Ward 5-5-4 (31- 
30). 

A-21,223 (19,717). T-2:28. 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


New York Islanders defenseman Adam Pelech, left, battles Arizona 
Coyotes right wing Josh Archibald on Tuesday in Glendale, Ariz. 


Rangers 3, Ducks 1 

Anaheim 0 1 0—1 

N.Y. Rangers 0 0 3-3 

Second Period— 1, Anaheim, Aberg 11 
(Getzlaf, Kase), 14:09. 

Third Period— 2, N.Y. Rangers, Namest- 
nikov 4 (Howden, Vesey), 9:52. 3, N.Y. 
Rangers, Hayes 9 (Namestnikov), 19:20 
(sh). 4, N.Y. Rangers, Chytil 6 (Zibanej'ad, 
Namestnikov), 19:41. 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 8-6-1 — 15. 
N.Y. Rangers 5-5-14—24. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 0 
of 5; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Johnson 2-7-0 (23 
shots-21 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 
5-4-0 (15-14). 

A-17,590 (18,006). T-2:27. 

Panthers 5, Sabres 2 

Florida 0 1 4-5 

Buffalo 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, Buffalo, Skinner 25 
(Eichel, Reinhart), 3:48. 

Second Period— 2, Florida, Brouwer 
7 (McCann, Matheson), 9:17. 3, Buffalo, 
Ristolainen 4 (Skinner, Reinhart), 11:08. 

Third Period— 4, Florida, Barkov 15 
(Yandle, Huberdeau), 0:58 (pp). 5, Flori¬ 
da, Dadonov 15, 3:30. 6, Florida, Vatrano 
9 (Borgstrom, Dadonov), 4:42. 7, Florida, 
Dadonov 16 (Barkov), 17:30. 

Shots on Goal-Florida 9-11-16-36. 
Buffalo 6-17-9-32. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 1 
of 3; Buffalo 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Florida, Luongo 7-5-1 (32 
shots-30 saves). Buffalo, Hutton 13-9-2 
(35-31). 

A-17,602 (19,070). T-2:27. 


Flyers 3, Red Wings 2 

Detroit 0 1 1-2 

Philadelphia 1 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, Philadelphia, van 
Riemsdyk 4 (Giroux, Gostisbehere), 
18:33. 

Second Period— 2, Detroit, Cholowski 
6 (Nyquist, Larkin), 4:12 (pp). 3, Philadel¬ 
phia, Gudas 2 (Konecny, van Riemsdyk), 
8:52. 4, Philadelphia, Gostisbehere 4 
(Patrick, RaffI), 15:17. 

Third Period— 5, Detroit, de la Rose 2 
(Ehn, Frk), 2:00. 

Shots on Goal-Detroit 8-6-8-22. Phil¬ 
adelphia 11-9-13—33. 

Power-play opportunities— Detroit 1 
of 3; Philadelphia 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Detroit, Bernier 4-9-1 (33 
shots-30 saves). Philadelphia, Hart 1-0-0 
(22-20). 

A-19,255 (19,543). T-2:29. 

Lightning 5, Canucks 2 

Tampa Bay 2 1 2—5 

Vancouver 1 0 1—2 

First Period— 1, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
15 (Point), 8:40. 2, Vancouver, Motte 5 
(Virtanen, Stecher), 9:17. 3, Tampa Bay, 
Paquette 8 (Martel, Erne), 11:07. 

Second Period— 4, Tampa Bay, Erne 4 
(Girardi, Paquette), 8:37. 

Third Period— 5, Vancouver, Tanev 2 
(Roussel), 5:46.6, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 17 
(Hedman, Johnson), 17:22. 7, Tampa Bay, 
Palat 3 (Stralman, Kucherov), 18:17. 

Shots on Goal— Tampa Bay 12-10-15— 
37. Vancouver 16-14-8-38. 

Power-play opportunities— Tampa 

Bay 0 of 4; Vancouver 0 of 6. 

Goalies— Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 11-3- 
2 (38 shots-36 saves). Vancouver, Nilsson 
3-7-1 (36-32). 

A-17,193 (18,910). T-3:10. 


Kings 4, Jets 1 

Winnipeg 0 1 0—1 

Los Angeles 1 2 1-4 

First Period— 1, Los Angeles, Wagner 2 
(Brickley), 13:00. 

Second Period— 2, Winnipeg, Perreault 
8 (Morrissey, Little), 1:52. 3, Los Angeles, 
lafallo 7 (Kopitar, Doughty), 9:08. 4, Los 
Angeles, Wagner 3 (Luff), 18:08. 

Third Period— 5, Los Angeles, Thomp¬ 
son 3 (Brown), 19:55. 

Shots on Goal— Winnipeg 11-9-8—28. 
Los Angeles 10-12-9—31. 

Power-play opportunities— Winnipeg 
0 of 3; Los Angeles 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 15-9-1 
(30 shots-27 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 
3-8-2 (28-27). 

A-17,405 (18,230). T-2:30. 


Isianders 3, Coyotes 1 

N.Y. Islanders 1 2 0-3 

Arizona 1 0 0—1 

First Period— 1, Arizona, Kempe 1 (Go- 
ligoski. Cousins), 9:14. 2, N.Y. Islanders, 
Ho-Sang 1 (Pulock, Filppula), 17:04. 

Second Period— 3, N.Y. Islanders, Nel¬ 
son 11 (Pulock, Eberle), 3:38. 4, N.Y. Is¬ 
landers, Beauvillier 11 (Bailey), 8:29. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Islanders 14-13- 
5-32. Arizona 10-11-16-37. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 0 of 2; Arizona 0 of 3. 

Goalies— N.Y. Islanders, Lehner 5-6-3 
(37 shots-36 saves). Arizona, Kuemper 
4-8-2 (32-29). 

A-11,640 (17,125). T-2:24. 


Blues 4, Oilers 1 

St. Louis 1 0 3-4 

Edmonton 0 1 0—1 

First Period— 1, St. Louis, Perron 11 
(Schenn, Bouwmeester), 8:12. 

Second Period— 2, Edmonton, Pulju- 
jarvi 3 (Khaira, Jones), 7:25. 

Third Period— 3, St. Louis, Maroon 

2 (Bozak, Thomas), 2:19. 4, St. Louis, 
Tarasenko 10 (Schenn, Schwartz), 11:43 
(pp). 5, St. Louis, Schwartz 3 (O’Reilly, 
Schenn), 18:09. 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 13-6-11-30. 
Edmonton 8-9-6—23. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 1 
of 3; Edmonton 0 of 5. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 11-9-4 (23 
shots-22 saves). Edmonton, Talbot 7-10- 
2 (29-26). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:32. 


Maple Leafs 7, Devils 2 

Toronto 3 2 2—7 

New Jersey 1 0 1-2 

First Period— 1, Toronto, Tavares 21 
(Kadri, Matthews), 6:01. 2, Toronto, Mat¬ 
thews 17, 7:58. 3, Toronto, Marleau 9 
(Dermott, Kadri), 13:38. 4, New Jersey, 
Vatanen 2 (Boyle), 18:44. 

Second Period— 5, Toronto, Marner 
9 (Tavares), 1:45. 6, Toronto, Rielly 11 
(Brown, Kadri), 19:57. 

Third Period— 7, New Jersey, Hischier 
8 (Palmieri, Hall), 14:47. 8, Toronto, Ennis 
6 (Lindholm, Brown), 16:28. 9, Toronto, 
Ennis 7 (Gardiner, Brown), 18:30. 

Shots on Goal-Toronto 11-10-10-31. 
New Jersey 8-9-12—29. 

Power-play opportunities— Toronto 0 
of 3; New Jersey 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Toronto, Andersen 18-9-1 (29 
shots-27 saves). New Jersey, Blackwood 
0-0-0 (10-8), KInkaid 11-9-6 (21-16). 

A-14,586 (16,514). T-2:31. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 

UAB rolls to Boca Raton win 



Lynne Sladky/AP 

UAB wide receiver Xavier Ubosi, left, avoids a tackle by Northern 
Illinois safety Kyle Harrell on his way to scoring a touchdown during 
the first half of the Boca Raton Bowl on Tuesday in Boca Raton, Fla. 



Georgia quarterback Justin Fields’ name appeared in the NCAA 
transfer database on Tuesday, a move that might have affected some 
recruits’ decisions on early signing day Wednesday. 

Five-star recruit 
flips to Michigan 

DB Hill nixes Alabama on early signing day 


By Harvey Fialkov 
Associated Press 

BOCA RATON, Fla. — Two 
seasons after shutting down its 
football program, UAB closed out 
the year on an electrifying note. 

Tyler Johnston III threw for 
373 yards and four touchdowns, 
three of them to Xavier Ubosi, 
and UAB beat Northern Illinois 
37-13 in the Boca Raton Bowl on 
Tuesday night. 

Ubosi had seven catches for 227 
yards for the Conference USA 
champion Blazers (11-3), who got 
their first-ever bowl victory in 
three appearances. UAB played 
in its second consecutive bowl 
since the program was reinstated 
after the self-imposed hiatus. 

“I guess in our wildest dreams 
we dreamed of winning a confer¬ 
ence championship and then cap 
it off with a bowl win, so it’s really 
that sweet,” UAB coach Bill Clark 
said. “I don’t think it could have 
gone any better for us, so I’m very 
proud.” 

Northern Illinois (8-6), the 
Mid-American Conference cham¬ 
pion, has lost six consecutive bowl 
games since beating Arkansas in 
the 2012 GoDaddy.com Bowl. 

“It really comes down to three 
things. We gave up three touch¬ 
downs on three deep balls,” NIU 
coach Rod Carey said. “Old-fash¬ 
ioned go routes. Give those guys 
credit. They ran by us. They threw 
it, caught it. That’s the difference. 
If not, it’s 16-13. In the fourth 
quarter, I like our chances. 

“We have to own it as coaches. 
We have to own it as players. We 
didn’t coach good enough. We 
didn’t play good enough. Thir¬ 
teen points isn’t winning football. 
Bummer.” 

Johnston, who took over the 
starting job for the injured A.J. 
Erdely at midseason, set ca¬ 
reer highs in passing yards and 
touchdown passes, and Ubosi’s 
227 yards were the third-most 
receiving in a game in school his¬ 
tory. Ubosi came into the game 
ranked second in the country at 
21.8 yards per catch, and his TD 
receptions covered 70, 46 and 66 
yards. 

“I’m surprised but at the same 


Gasparilla Bowl 

Marshall (8-4) vs. 

South Florida (7-5) 

Series record: First meeting. 

What’s at stake: Marshall, coming 
off a regular season-ending loss to Vir¬ 
ginia Tech, looks to improve to 6-0 in 
bowl games under coach Doc Holliday. 
The Thundering Herd’s .846 winning 
percentage (11-2) in bowl games is 
the nation’s best among FBS programs 
with at least five appearances. South 
Florida enters on a five-game losing 
streak after opening 7-0 and climbing 
into the Top 25. 

Key matchup: Marshall’s stingy 
run defense against a balanced USF 
attack featuring a pair of runners in Jor¬ 
dan Cronkrite and Johnny Ford, who 
both average more than 6 yards per 
carry. The Thundering Herd rank ninth 
nationally in run defense (103.9) and 


time you work for it,” Ubosi said. 
“Just practice hard and whatever 
you do in practice you’ll do in the 
game.” 

All-American Spencer Brown, 
who entered with 1,167 rush¬ 
ing yards and a school-record 
16 touchdowns, caught a 3-yard 
shovel pass for a score and had 78 
yards on the ground. 

UAB’s lOth-ranked defense 
harassed Huskies quarterback 
Marcus Childers, sacking him 
five times and forcing two fum¬ 
bles (one lost). He finished 22- 
for-29 for 179 yards and had 35 
yards rushing on 18 carries. NIU 
led the nation with 50 sacks, but 
never got to Johnston. 

Johnston hit Ubosi in stride 
for a 70-yard TD just 18 seconds 
after the opening kickoff 

“It made it easier for me,” 
Johnston said. “Everyone wants 
to score on the first play of the 
game. I trusted (Ubosi). He said, 
‘Just put it in front of me and I’ll 
go get it.’” 

After a penalty on a punt gave 


haven’t allowed a 100-yard rusher this 
season. USF averages 202.1 yards per 
game rushing and 242.1 passing. 

Players to watch: Marshall: 
Freshman RB Brenden Knox is coming 
off a 204-yard rushing performance 
against Virginia Tech, his third 100- 
yard game of the season. QB Isaiah 
Green has thrown for 2,238 yards, 
15 touchdowns and 10 interceptions. 
Leading receiver Tyre Brady has 66 re¬ 
ceptions for 914 yards and nine TDs. 

South Florida: Cronkrite, a transfer 
from Florida, has averaged 6.3 yards 
per carry while rushing for 1,095 yards 
and nine TDs. Ford (737 yards, eight 
TDs) came on strong late, averaging 
7.1 yards per attempt. Graduate trans¬ 
fer QB Blake Barnett began his career 
as Alabama’s starter. He’s thrown for 
2,498 yards, 11 TDs and 11 intercep¬ 
tions. He’s also rushed for eight TDs. 

Facts & figures: Holliday, who’s in 


the Blazers a fourth-and-1 oppor¬ 
tunity that they converted, the 
duo connected again with 5:11 
remaining in the first half for a 
24-10 lead. 

The Huskies cut it to 27-13 
early in the third, but a little over 
two minutes later, Johnston found 
Ubosi down the sideline for his 
third score. 

Nick Vogel kicked three field 
goals for UAB. 

“We talk a lot about making 
history,” Clark said. “We talked 
about it with Tyler and Xavier and 
we knew we were going to make 
history. We wanted to finish.” 

Carey said the loss shouldn’t 
blemish the careers of his senior 
class. 

“It’s a reward for a champion¬ 
ship team,” Carey said. “We want 
to win. Don’t get me wrong. I’m 
not going to let the narrative be 
about me. You want to write I’m 
0-6 in bowl games, I could take 
that. I’m a big boy. But that’s not 
what it’s about.” 


his ninth season at Marshall, and USF 
coach Charlie Strong worked together 
on Urban Meyer’s staff at Florida from 
2005-07. The Gators won the 2006 
BCS national title with Holliday serving 
as associate head coach and safeties 
coach, while Strong was co-defensive 
coordinator and linebackers coach. ... 
The Bulls are in a bowl for the fourth 
consecutive season, second under 
Strong. They beat Power Five oppo¬ 
nents South Carolina and Texas Tech in 
the past two appearances. 

Homefield advantage: The 
Gasparilla Bowl is formerly the St. 
Petersburg Bowl, which was played 
at Tropicana Field, home of baseball’s 
Tampa Bay Rays. The game is being 
played at Raymond James Stadium in 
Tampa for the first time. That’s home 
for the NFL’s Buccaneers, as well as 
USF, which is 4-2 there this season. 


Associated Press 

Dax Hill, a five-star defensive 
back from Oklahoma, flipped 
from Alabama and signed with 
Michigan on Tuesday, the first 
day of the early signing period. 

Hill had verbally committed 
to Michigan but switched to Ala¬ 
bama a few weeks ago. Wolver¬ 
ines coach Jim Harbaugh lured 
him back when it mattered most. 

Hill is the younger brother of 
Oklahoma State running back 
Justice Hill. 

Not much drama was expect¬ 
ed with another opportunity for 
prospects to sign in February, but 
the top schools figured to have 
most of their class of 2019 locked 
in by the end of the day. 

The second year of college foot¬ 
ball’s early signing period prom¬ 
ised to be busy, with most teams 
expected to lock up the bulk of 
their 2019 classes Wednesday 
and Alabama working on another 
recruiting championship. 

Last season was the first with 
an early signing period in col¬ 
lege football. It quickly replaced 
the traditional February signing 
period as the primary time for 
high school players to make their 
verbal commitments binding by 
inking national letters of intent. 
More than 70 percent of available 
scholarships in FBS were filled 
during the early signing period 
last year and coaches expected 
that to go up this year. 

Based on verbal commitments, 
Alabama was lined up again to 
have the No. 1 recruiting class 
in the country after relinquish¬ 
ing that mythical title last year to 
SEC rival Georgia. 

Florida swept a trio of highly 
rated recruits from Lakeland 
High School, with offensive line¬ 
man Deyavie Hammond, defen¬ 
sive end Lloyd Summerall and 
tight end Keon Zipperer all pick¬ 
ing the Gators in a signing day 
ceremony at the school. 

Summerall drew some atten¬ 
tion earlier this month when he 


posted photos on Twitter of him¬ 
self and his father dressed in 
Florida uniforms. 

A late flip by a quarterback 
from Michigan affected Ohio 
State and Georgia and had some 
wondering if Justin Fields could 
have played a part. 

Dwan Mathis from Belleville, 
Mich., flipped from the Buckeyes 
to the Bulldogs, a day after Fields’ 
name appeared in the NCAA’s 
transfer database. Fields was a 
five-star recruit in the 2018 class 
and it has already been speculat¬ 
ed that he could end up in Colum¬ 
bus, Ohio, next season, playing 
for new coach Ryan Day. 

The uncertainty around Fields 
had Georgia scrambling to add a 
quarterback to its 2019 class. 

Defensive end Zach Harrison, 
the top-ranked prospect in Ohio, 
gave Day his first big victory as 
the Buckeyes’ incoming head 
coach. Harrison, from Olentangy 
Orange High School, not far from 
Ohio State’s campus, picked the 
Buckeyes over Michigan and 
Penn State. 

The Buckeyes’ 2019 class is lag¬ 
ging behind its usual top-five stan¬ 
dard, in part because it is likely to 
be a relatively small group and in 
part because of the uncertainty 
this season surrounding outgoing 
head coach Urban Meyer. 

Meyer announced earlier this 
month he will retire after the 
Rose Bowl on Jan. 1, giving the 
39-year-old Day his first head 
coaching job. He has been Ohio 
State’s offensive coordinator. 

Other notable decisions includ¬ 
ed cornerback Elijah Blades, a top 
junior college recruit who signed 
with Texas A&M after commit¬ 
ting to Oregon. The Ducks, who 
are likely to have a top-10 class, 
also lost out on defensive back 
Jeremiah Criddell of California 
to Oklahoma. 

Noah Cain, one of the top run¬ 
ning backs in the country from 
IMG Academy in Florida, picked 
Penn State. 


Thursday’s bowl capsule 
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David Zalubowski/AP 

Cleveland Browns interim coach Gregg Wiliiams speaks with umpire Clay Martin during the second half 
of Sunday’s game against the Broncos in Denver. Wiiliams has guided the Browns to four wins since 
taking over on Oct. 29 and has them playing meaningful December games. 


Williams building strong 
case to be Browns boss 


By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

BEREA, Ohio — The Browns’ playoff odds re¬ 
main immense, nearly impossible. 

Gregg Williams’ chances, on the other hand, have 
improved. 

Since being elevated to Cleveland’s interim coach 
when Hue Jackson was fired on Oct. 29, Williams, 
the team’s in-your-grill defensive coordinator, has 
guided the Browns to four wins — two on the road 
— and has a team that didn’t win once last 
season playing meaningful December 
games, believing anything is possible. 

Seven weeks ago, Williams was a long- 
shot candidate. He now looks like a serious 
one. 

“He deserves credit for a lot of stuff 
that’s going on now, just the fire and the 
energy that he’s bringing to this team has 
been incredible,” Browns wide receiver 
Breshad Perriman said Monday, two days 
after a 17-16 win in Denver. “I feel like you 
can’t put a limit for the amount of credit 
you give him.” 

Williams has won over his players, who 
feel his attention to detail and demand for 
accountability have brought out the best in 
them. He’s also endeared himself to a seg¬ 
ment of battle-scarred Cleveland fans, who 
would hate to see Williams leave and pros¬ 
per elsewhere after his successful substitute stint. 

General manager John Dorsey, who is heading the 
team’s coaching search, will interview Williams for 
the full-time job once the season ends. Until then, 
the 60-year-old Williams won’t discuss his future. 

The gregarious coach loves to talk — about any¬ 
thing. But with two games to go, Williams is not 
going to address his interest in coaching the Browns 
(6-7-1) in 2019 and beyond. 

“I appreciate to answer that, and all honesty, I do 
not think it is fair to the players or to anybody here,” 
he said. “The most important thing is making sure 
that these guys understand how we continue to win 
and how we get ready for the Bengals (on Sunday). 
Really. When they see the mindset is that way—that 
is the way that my mindset has always been. We will 


talk about that at the end.” 

There is no denying Williams’ impact in less than 
two months. 

The Browns were in shambles when he took over, 
headed toward further disgrace. But Williams has 
helped salvage this season — Cleveland is technical¬ 
ly still alive for a wild-card spot — while providing 
a glimpse of a future that hasn’t looked nearly this 
promising in years. 

Williams has more wins in six weeks than Jack- 
son got in 40. He has demanded, and the Browns 
have responded. 

“I just think it was just more attention to 
detail, and just us in the locker room just 
not letting all the outside elements affect 
us and affect how we play,” said safety Ja- 
brill Peppers. “It would have been easy to 
crumble and blame everything else that 
was going on, but we stuck together, fought 
it out and we’re on the cusp of having our 
first winning season around here in a long 
time, so everything falls how it may.” 

Peppers said he didn’t have any “ill will” 
toward Jackson, but indicated the Browns 
have been better prepared by Williams, 
who stresses competition at all times. 

“We just practice real-game situations 
competitively now instead of having the 
game be the first time that situation aris¬ 
es,” Peppers said. “Let’s say it’s a two-min¬ 
ute drive, instead of the game being that 
first time our offense goes into two-minute mode, 
we do it in practice — competitive. We’re the ulti¬ 
mate competitors, so we all want to win that period, 
both offensively and defensively. I think that’s been 
the main thing that he’s brought that helps us win.” 

It’s possible that Dorsey, who recently celebrated 
his one-year anniversary with the Browns, already 
has his next coach in mind — his wish list may in¬ 
clude former Packers coach Mike McCarthy and 
Oklahoma’s Lincoln Riley — and there may be noth¬ 
ing Williams can do to dissuade him from selecting 
another coach. 

However, if Cleveland wins its last two games and 
finishes with a winning record for the first time 
since 2007, Williams could make it very difficult for 
Dorsey not to hire him. 


I feel like 
you can’t 
put a limit 
for the 
amount of 
credit you 
give him. ^ 

Breshad 

Perriman 

Browns WR, 
on the impact 
Gregg Williams 
has since being 
named interim 
head coach 


Leaders 


AFC 

Week 15 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Mahomes, KC 516 346 4543 45 11 

Roethlisberger, PIT 580 388 4462 30 15 

Brady, NE 513 338 3979 24 9 

Luck, IND 557 375 3951 34 13 

P. Rivers, LAC 447 310 3951 31 8 

494 338 3697 19 8 

430 291 3592 24 9 

501 311 3396 15 12 

407 260 3065 21 11 

369 223 2572 13 10 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

207 995 4.8 47 8 

182 991 5.4 65t 9 

193 917 4.8 97t 4 

201 909 4.5 30 12 

178 882 5.0 99t 11 

164 860 5.2 92t 8 

Kareem Hunt, KC 181 824 4.6 45 7 

M. Gordon, LAC 153 802 5.2 34t 9 

Michel, NE 177 765 4.3 34t 5 

Mack, IND 158 755 4.8 49 7 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

D. Hopkins, HOU 94 1321 14.1 49t 11 

T. Hill, KC 78 1304 16.7 75t 11 

Smith-Schuster, PIT 95 1274 13.4 97t 6 

Kelce, KC 93 1220 13.1 43 10 

A. Brown, PIT 90 1112 12.4 78t 13 

K. Allen, LAC 88 1074 12.2 54 6 

_ ■■■'' 67 1071 16.0 68t 6 

76 1028 13.5 49 7 

71 868 12.2 64t 4 

63 848 13.5 45 6 

Punters 

No Yds Lg Avg 


D. Carr, OAK 
Watson, HOU 
Keenum, DEN 
Mayfield, CLE 
Bortles, JAC 


Mixon, CIN 
Lindsay, DEN 
L. Miller, HOU 
Conner, PIT 
D. Henry, TEN 
N. Chubb, CLE 


T. Hilton, IND 
Boyd, CIN 
E. Sanders, DEN 
Cook, OAK 


Kern, TEN 
Koch, BAL 
Sanchez, IND 
L. Edwards, NYJ 
R. Allen, NE 
B. Colquitt, CLE 
Haack, MIA 
D. Colquitt, KC 
Bojorquez, BUF 
Cooke, JAC 


A. Roberts, NYJ 
D. King, LAC 
Erickson, CIN 
T. Hill, KC 
C. Rogers, IND 
Dw. Harris, OAK 
Peppers, CLE 
Switzer, PIT 
Tyler Ervin, HOU 


Patterson, NE 
Jak. Grant, MIA 
A. Roberts, NYJ 
Erickson, CIN 
Tr. Smith, KC 
D. King, LAC 
Ch. Moore, BAL 
Dw. Harris, OAK 
Switzer, PIT 


Kareem Hunt, KC 
Conner, PIT 
M. Gordon, LAC 
A. Brown, PIT 
Ebron, IND 
T. Hill, KC 
D. Henry, TEN 
D. Hopkins, HOU 
Mi. Williams, LAC __ 
Kickini 


64 3042 62 47.5 

53 2496 65 47.1 
49 2252 61 46.0 
73 3350 67 45.9 

54 2467 66 45.7 
77 3499 79 45.4 
76 3431 65 45.1 
41 1849 67 45.1 
45 2028 60 45.1 
72 3235 72 44.9 

Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

21 312 14.9 78t 1 

21 285 13.6 73t 1 

18 209 11.6 38 0 

19 210 11.1 91t 1 

20 212 10.6 51 0 

18 175 9.7 49 0 

23 207 9.0 33 0 

27 232 8.6 23 0 

21 175 8.3 27 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

21 633 30.1 95t 1 

18 535 29.7102t 1 

34 912 26.8 86 0 

33 885 26.8 77 0 

28 746 26.6 97 0 

20 477 23.8 40 0 

18 412 22.9 39 0 

24 526 21.9 31 0 

26 519 20.0 35 0 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 

0 84 


12 


0 11 


0 82 
0 82 
0 78 
0 78 
1 72 
0 66 
0 66 
0 62 


Fairbairn, HOU 
Butker, KC 
Myers, NYJ 
Tucker, BAL 
Gostkowski, NE 
Vinatieri, IND 
Succop, TEN 
McManus, DEN 
Bullock, CIN 
J. Sanders, MIA 


Kansas City 

Pittsburgh 

New England 

L.A. Chargers 

Indianapolis 

Baltimore 

Houston 

Cleveland 

Denver 

Oakland 

Cincinnati 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Miami 

N.Y. Jets 

Buffalo 


Baltimore 

Buffalo 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

L.A. Chargers 

Pittsburgh 

Indianapolis 

Houston 

N.Y. Jets 

New England 

Denver 

Oakland 

Cleveland 

Miami 

Kansas City 

Cincinnati 


■9 

PAT FG LG Pts 

34/35 34/39 54 136 
58/62 21/24 50 121 
25/28 31/33 56 118 
33/34 28/30 56 117 
41/42 25/30 52 116 
37/39 21/25 54 100 
25/27 23/27 54 94 
33/33 19/23 53 90 
37/39 16/20 51 85 
32/33 17/18 50 83 
Team statistics 
Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

427.3 114.4 312.9 


405.8 93 
395.0 116 
392.0 121 

381.5 107 

369.6 141 
363.5 130 

355.8 121 

352.3 123 

343.9 99 

326.2 103 

319.2 111 
317.8 130 
302.1 112 

298.4 105 


9 311 
6 278 
9 270 
9 273 
9 227 
4 233 
2 234 
2 229 
' 244 
9 222 
9 207 
8 187 
6 189 


193 
7 168 


293.4 124.7 

DEFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

290.2 87.6 202.6 

292.2 104.8 187.4 

318.4 119.6 198.9 
329.0 110.3 218.7 

329.1 103.7 225.4 

333.5 96.9 236.6 

341.5 103.6 237.9 

346.6 88.3 258.3 
369.4 125.9 243.4 

372.7 116.2 256.5 

378.1 120.2 257.9 

385.2 146.4 238.8 
401.1 126.1 275.1 

402.3 145.2 257.1 

409.4 126.9 282.5 
413.0 142.4 270.6 


NFC 


Week 15 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD int 

Ryan, ATL 538 376 4307 30 6 

Goff, LA 512 330 4273 27 13 

\. Rodgers, GBY 537 332 3974 23 2 

Cousins, MIN 545 384 3913 26 10 

502 331 3689 18 9 

450 337 3666 31 5 

471 320 3395 24 13 
491 329 3395 19 11 
457 309 3337 17 8 

401 279 3074 21 7 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

286 1349 4.7 41 6 

256 1251 4.9 36 17 

223 1155 5.2 78t 9 

194 979 5.0 59 7 

\. Peterson, WAS 221 923 4.2 90t 7 

C. Carson, SEA 201 913 4.5 26 6 

Kamara, NOR 187 860 4.6 49t 12 

Dav. Johnson, ARI 231 843 3.6 53 7 

Breida,SNF 149 794 5.3 66t 3 

J. Howard, CHI 216 773 3.6 25 6 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

Ju. Jones, ATL 100 1511 15.1 58 6 

M. Evans, TAM 74 1328 17.9 72t 5 

D. Adams, GBY 100 1315 13.2 57 12 

M. Thomas, NOR 109 1267 11.6 72t 8 


Manning, NYG 
Brees, NOR 
Newton, CAR 
Stafford, DET 
Prescott, DAL 
Wentz, PHL 

E. Elliott, DAL 
Gurley, LA 
Barkley, NYG 
McCaffrey, CAR 


Thielen, MIN 
Kittle, SNF 
Cooks, LA 
R. Woods, LA 
Beckham, NYG 
Ertz, PHL 


M. Dickson, SEA 
Johnston, PHL 
V Lee, ARI 
Morstead, NOR 
Hekker, LA 
O’Donnell, CHI 
S. Martin, DET 
Dixon, NYG 
Way WAS 
Chris Jones, DAL 


105 1255 12.0 68 
72 1154 16.0 85t 4 

72 1107 15.4 57 3 

78 1106 14.2 36 5 

77 1052 13.7 51 6 

101 1038 10.3 34 6 

No Yds Lg Avg 

68 3325 69 48.9 
56 2718 68 48.5 
84 4075 64 48.5 
35 1645 60 47.0 
38 1759 68 46.3 
55 2497 65 45.4 
64 2900 61 45.3 
66 2987 60 45.3 
72 3250 63 45.1 
53 2388 63 45.1 
Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 
Cohen, CHI 31 413 13.3 44 0 

Sherels, MIN 23 276 12.0 70 0 

Natson, LA 22 243 11.0 60 0 

Kirk, ARI 21 164 7.8 44 0 

\. Humphries, TAM 19 130 6.8 16 0 

Lockett, SEA 23 130 5.7 19 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
C. Coleman, NYG 18 474 26.3 51 0 

R. James, SNF 20 525 26.2 97t 1 

M. Hall, ATL 21 526 25.0 53 0 

Scoring 
Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
0 132 


Gurley, LA 
Kamara, NOR 16 i; 

Barkley, NYG 13 ! 

McCaffrey, CAR 13 i 

D. Adams, GBY 12 ( 

Lockett, SEA 9 ( 

Thielen, MIN 9 ( 

E. Elliott, DAL 9 ( 

Dav. Johnson, ARI 9 " 

Aa. Jones, GBY 9 i 

Kicking 
PAT 

Lutz, NOR 
M. Crosby, GBY 
Gould, SNF 
Rosas, NYG 
Maher, DAL 
Parkey, CHI 
Prater, DET 
Jak. Elliott, PHL 
Janikowski, SEA 
Zuerlein, LA 


0 102 
0 80 
0 78 
0 74 
0 56 
0 56 
0 54 
0 54 
0 54 


Tampa Bay 

New Orleans 

Atlanta 

Green Bay 

Carolina 

San Francisco 

Minnesota 

Philadelphia 

Seattle 

N.Y. Giants 

Dallas 

Chicago 

Detroit 

Washington 

Arizona 


Chicago 

Minnesota 

Dallas 

New Orleans 
San Francisco 
Detroit 
Green Bay 
Carolina 
Arizona 
Washington 
Seattle 
L.A. Rams 
■ Y. Giants 
Atlanta 
Philadelphia 
Tampa Bay 


FG LG Pts 

46/47 27/28 54 127 
31/33 27/34 53 112 
24/26 29/30 53 111 
25/26 28/29 57 109 
25/26 27/33 62 106 
39/41 22/28 50 105 
26/26 24/28 54 98 
28/29 23/28 56 97 
40/43 19/23 56 97 
25/26 24/27 56 97 
Team statistics 
Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

421.9 129.1 292.8 

416.6 97.7 318.9 

385.9 127.4 258.5 

379.3 90.7 288.6 

370.7 106.7 264.0 

368.7 134.6 234.1 

364.2 123.4 240.8 

358.9 95.0 263.9 

354.7 98.9 255.9 

349.9 154.9 195.0 

347.4 101.7 245.7 

346.4 130.9 215.6 

345.9 119.7 226.1 

329.4 103.1 226.2 

315.3 113.7 201.6 

243.1 82.4 160.8 
DEFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

310.9 83.6 227.3 

314.3 111.4 202.9 

317.4 93.4 224.1 

341.6 79.1 262.5 
346.0 112.1 233.9 

346.1 115.4 230.7 

349.6 124.1 225.5 

352.1 101.9 250.3 

356.4 144.9 211.5 

357.4 116.6 240.8 

359.7 112.3 247.4 

363.1 123.3 239.8 

365.8 128.4 237.4 

377.4 126.1 251.2 

386.1 104.9 281.2 
386.6 128.1 258.5 
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The Los Angeles Chargers placed seven players in the Pro Bowl, including safety Derwin James, above, 
one of six rookies across the league to make the game, which will be played Jan. 27 in Orlando. 

Chargers lead Pro Bowl 
selections with 7 players 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The Los Ange¬ 
les Chargers placed seven play¬ 
ers in the Pro Bowl, including 
safety Derwin James, one of six 
rookies across the league to make 
the game. 

James, a first-round draft 
choice, will be joined on the AFC 
squad by veteran quarterback 
Philip Rivers, wide receiver 
Keenan Allen, running back Mel¬ 
vin Gordon, defensive end Melvin 
Ingram, center Mike Pouncey 
and special-teamer Adrian Phil¬ 
lips for the game, which will be 
played Jan. 27 in Orlando. James 
and Phillips are the only starters. 

Rivers is a backup to Kansas 
City’s Patrick Mahomes, one of 
29 first-time Pro Bowlers. That, 
of course, includes all the rook¬ 
ies: James, Giants running back 
Saquon Barkley, Seahawks punt¬ 
er Michael Dickson, Broncos 
running back Phillip Lindsay, In¬ 
dianapolis guard Quenton Nelson 
and Cleveland cornerback Denzel 
Wads. Lindsay is an undrafted 
player. 

New England’s Tom Brady is 
the other AFC quarterback, mak¬ 
ing it for the 14th time. Notice¬ 
ably missing is the Colts’ Andrew 
Luck. 

New Orleans, led by quarter¬ 
back Drew Brees, Dallas and 
Chicago paced the NFC with five 
players each. Brees is the starter, 
backed up by Green Bay’s Aaron 
Rodgers and the Rams’ Jared 
Goff 

Buffalo, Oakland and Tampa 
Bay had no Pro Bowl selections. 

Pittsburgh and Kansas City 
each had six players chosen, in¬ 
cluding such first-timers as Steel- 
ers running back James Conner 
and Mahomes, both having 
breakthrough years. 

Cleveland has a first overall 


Rosters 


Sunday, Jan. 27 
At Camping World Stadium 
Orlando, Fla. 

(x-denotes starter) 

AFC 

OFFENSE 

Quarterbacks: Tom Brady, New Eng¬ 
land; x-Patrick Mahomes, Kansas City; 
Philip Rivers, LA. Chargers 

Tight ends: Eric Ebron, indianapoiis; 
x-Travis Kelce_, Kansas City 

Wide receivers: Keenan Allen, LA. 
Chargers ; Antonio Brown, Pittsburgh; x- 
Tyreek Hili, Kansas City; x-DeAndre Hop¬ 
kins, Houston. 

Tackles: Eric Fisher, Kansas City; x- 
Taylor Lewan, Tennessee; x-Alejandro 
Viiianueva, Pittsburgh 

Guards: x-David DeCastro, Pittsburgh; 
Quenton Neison, indianapoiis; x-Marshai 
Yanda, Baitimore 

Running backs: x-James Conner, Pitts¬ 
burgh, Meivin Gordon, L.A. Chargers; 
Philiip Lindsay, Denver. 

Centers: x-Maurkice Pouncey, Pitts¬ 
burgh; Mike Pouncey, L.A. Chargers 
DEFENSE 

Defensive ends: x-Myies Garrett, 
Cieveiand; Meivin ingram, L.A. Chargers; 
x-J.J. Watt, Houston 

Inside/Middle linebackers: Bena- 
rdrick McKinney, Houston; x-C.J. Mosiey, 
Baitimore 

Interior lineman: x-Geno Atkins, Cin¬ 
cinnati; x-Jurrell Casey; Tennessee; 
Cameron Heyward, Pittsburgh 

Cornerbacks: Stephen Gilmore, New 
England; x-Xavien Howard, Miami; x- 
Jalen Ramsey, Jacksonville; Denzel Ward, 
Cleveland 

Outside linebackers: x-Jadeveon 
Clowney, Houston; Dee Ford, Kansas 
City; x-Von Miller, Denver 

Free safeties: X-Derwin James, L.A. 
Chargers; Eric Weddle, Baltimore 

Strong safety: x-Jamal Adams, N.Y. 
Jets 

SPECIALISTS 

Punter: x-Brett Kern, Tennessee 
Placekicker: x-Jason Myers, N.Y. Jets 
Return specialist: x-Andre Roberts, 
N.Y. Jets 


OFFENSE 

Quarterbacks: x-Drew Brees, New Or¬ 
leans; Jared Goff, L.A. Rams; Aaron Rodg¬ 
ers, Green Bay 

Tight ends: x-Zach Ertz, Philadelphia; 
George Kittle, San Francisco 

Wide receivers: Davante Adams, 
Green Bay; x-Julio Jones, Atlanta; Adam 
Thielen, Minnesota; x-Michael Thomas, 
New Orleans 

Tackles: x-Terron Armstead, New Or¬ 
leans; x-Tyron Smith, Dallas; Trent Wil¬ 
liams, Washington 

Guards: x-Brandon Brooks, Philadel¬ 
phia; x-Zack Martin, Dallas; Trai Turner, 
Carolina 

Running backs: Saquon Barkley, N.Y. 
Giants; Ezekiel Elliott, Dallas; x-Todd 
Gurley, L.A. Rams 

Centers: x-Alex Mack, Atlanta; Max 
Linder; New Orleans 

Fullback: x-Kyle Juszczyk, San Fran- 

DEFENSE 

Defensive ends: Danielle Hunter, Min¬ 
nesota; x-Cameron Jordan, New Orleans; 
x-Demarcus Lawrence, Dallas 

Inside/Middle linebackers: x-Luke 
Kuechly, Carolina; Bobby Wagner, Se¬ 
attle 

Interior lineman: x-Fletcher Cox, Phil¬ 
adelphia; x-Aaron Donald, L.A. Rams; 
Akiem Hicks, Chicago 

Cornerbacks: x-Kyle Fuller, Chicago; 
Byron Jones, Dallas; x-Patrick Peterson, 
Arizona; Darius Slay, Detroit 

Outside linebackers: Anthony Barr, 
Minnesota; x-Ryan Kerrigan, Washing¬ 
ton; x-Khalil Mack, Chicago 

Free safeties: x-Eddie Jackson, Chi¬ 
cago; Harrison Smith, Minnesota 

Strong safety: Landon Collins, N.Y. Gi- 

SPECIALISTS 

Punter: x-Michael Dickson, Seattle 
Placekicker: x-Aldrick Rosas, N.Y. Gi¬ 
ants 

Return specialist: x-Tarik Cohen, Chi¬ 
cago 

Special teamer: x-Cory Littleton, L.A. 


draft choice in the game — not 
Baker Mayfield, but 2017 top pick 
Myles Garrett at defensive end. 

Among the perennial AFC 
choices returning to the game are 
Houston DE J. J. Watt, Pittsburgh 
WR Antonio Brown, Baltimore 
guard Marshal Yanda and safe¬ 
ty Eric Weddle, Cincinnati DT 
Geno Atkins and Denver LB Von 


Miller. 

For the NFC, frequent repeat¬ 
ers include Atlanta WR Julio 
Jones and C Alex Mack, Dallas 
tackle Tyron Smith, inside LBs 
Luke Kuechly of Carolina and 
Bobby Wagner of Seattle, Ari¬ 
zona CB Patrick Peterson, Rams 
DT Aaron Donald and Bears LB 
Khalil Mack. 


Briefly 

Source: Fields listed 
in transfer database 


Associated Press 

Georgia freshman quarterback 
Justin Fields was listed Tuesday 
night in the NCAA’s transfer da¬ 
tabase among the players who 
have notified their school of their 
intention to leave, a person with 
access to database told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

The person spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the NCAA’s 
so-called transfer portal is not 
public. The person also provided 
a screenshot to the AP showing 
Fields listed in the database, with 
an NCAA identification number 
and a date initiated of Dec. 18, 
2018. 

Being listed in the portal means 
other schools can now contact and 
recruit Fields, the former five- 
star prospect from Kennesaw, Ga. 
NCAA rules would require Fields 
to sit out next season if he trans¬ 
fers, though he could request a 
hardship waiver to become im¬ 
mediately eligible. 

Georgia has made no announce¬ 
ment about Fields’ plans. Coach 
Kirby Smart closed Wednesday’s 
Sugar Bowl practice to reporters. 

In other college football news: 

■ Oklahoma won the Joe 
Moore Award, given to the team 
with the best offensive line in the 
country. 

The Sooners were announced 
Tuesday as the winner of the 
fourth Joe Moore Award, named 
after the late offensive line coach 
for Pittsburgh and Notre Dame. 
The other finalists were Alabama 
and Georgia. 

Oklahoma’s line features tack¬ 
les Bobby Evans and Cody Ford, a 
third-team All-American; guards 
Ben Powers and Dru Sarnia, a 
second-team All-American; and 
center Creed Humphrey. 

Brantley, Astros finalize 
$32IVI, 2-year contract 

HOUSTON — Free agent out¬ 
fielder Michael Brantley and the 
Houston Astros finalized a $32 
million, two-year contract on 
Wednesday. 

The 31-year-old had spent his 
entire 10-year career with the 
Cleveland Indians, where he was 
a three-time All-Star. 

Brantley is a career .295 hitter 
and gives Houston an upgrade to 
an outfield anchored by center 
fielder George Springer. 

Brantley hit .309 with 17 hom¬ 
ers, 36 doubles and 76 RBIs in 143 
games last season, making 134 
starts in left field. He had a $12 
million base salary and earned 
$100,000 in bonuses. 

Stuhec sweeps downhill, 
super-G races in Italy 

SELVA DI VAL GARDENA, 
Italy — Slovenian skier Ilka 
Stuhec overcame an error in the 
middle of her run to win a World 
Cup super-G on Wednesday and 
sweep the speed races on the 
Saslong course. 

Following her downhill victory 


from Tuesday, Stuhec finished a 
slim 0.05 seconds ahead of Tina 
Weirather of Liechtenstein and 
Nicole Schmidhofer of Austria, 
who tied for second. 

Stuhec missed all of last season 
after tearing the anterior cruciate 
ligament in her left knee during a 
crash while training on the glacier 
in Pitztal, Austria. The season be¬ 
fore, Stuhec won the gold medal 
at the world championships in 
St. Moritz, Switzerland, and cap¬ 
tured the season-long World Cup 
downhill title. 

In other skiing news: 

■ Zan Kranjec became the 
first Slovenian skier to win a 
men’s World Cup giant slalom on 
Wednesday, hours after country¬ 
woman Ilka Stuhec won a wom¬ 
en’s super-G in Italy. 

Kranjec was more than a half- 
second off the lead in fourth after 
the opening run at Saalbach-Hin- 
terglemm, Austria, but leaders 
Matts Olsson of Sweden and Man¬ 
uel Feller of Austria both failed to 
finish their final runs. 

Loic Meillard of Switzer¬ 
land was 0.19 seconds behind in 
second, and Mathieu Faivre of 
France was 0.50 behind in third. 

Sabres place suspended 
Berglund on waivers 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The Buffalo 
Sabres have placed suspended 
forward Patrik Berglund on un¬ 
conditional waivers for the pur¬ 
pose of terminating his contract. 

The team declined further 
comment in announcing the move 
Wednesday. Berglund was sus¬ 
pended by the Sabres on Saturday 
for failing to report to the team 
for its road game at Washington. 

He missed the team’s last five 
games, including two last week 
when coach Phil Housley said 
Berglund was sidelined by an 
illness. 

The 30-year-old Swede has two 
goals and two assists in 23 games. 
Buffalo acquired Berglund in 
July as part of a four-player trade 
that sent center Ryan O’Reilly to 
the Blues. 

Austin finalizes deal 
for new MLS stadium 

Officials in Austin, Texas, have 
finalized a partnership for a new 
20,000-seat stadium for the even¬ 
tual Mqjor League Soccer club 
Austin FC. 

The deal with PreCourt Sports 
Ventures will build a $225 mil¬ 
lion privately funded stadium on 
city land. It would open in spring 
2021 when Austin FC is expected 
to start playing. 

The stadium project was born 
out of Columbus Crew owner An¬ 
thony Precourt’s efforts to relo¬ 
cate the franchise to Austin. That 
plan drew fierce resistance from 
Crew fans as well as local and 
state officials in Ohio. The Crew 
are expected to stay in Columbus 
under a new ownership group 
led by Cleveland Browns owners 
Jimmy and Dee Haslam. 
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Chaii;ers lead way 

San Diego lands seven players 
on team for Orlando » Page 31 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Perfectlourprising 

eated Furman quietly w-Oo 


Undefeated Furman quietly w-O' 
building case for NCAA Tournament \ 


By Pete Iacobelli participant Loyola Chicago and de- 

Associated Press fending national champ Villanova. 

Nonetheless, most college basket- 
GREENVILLE, S.C. Furman probably haven’t bought 

forward Clay Mounce has a simple into the plucky Paladins yet and Fur- 
question in the team video before man forward Matt Rafferty said with 
the Paladins take the court each agrin, “I don’t know if they will.” 
home game: “Haven’t you heard of But Furman, which won two 
us?” games last week and still dropped a 

Not many college basketball fans spot to No. 24, has an opportunity for 
have. another resume-building road win 

Though it’s a question fewer peo- when the Paladins travel to LSU on 
pie are asking about Furman|^hich Friday night for their final game be- 
is in the Top 25 for the fk^me. for^ starting Southern Caaference 
The undefeated Paladins (1^0) have 

road wins over last year’s Final Four S^^EfflciLY ON PAGE 26 
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Furman’s Clay Mounce, nght, 
and UNC-Wilmington’s Jaylen 
Sims watch as Mounce hits 
one of his six three-pointers 
Saturday. Furman won 93-50. 


Nance tips in winner at buzzer to top Pacers»page 27 





